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Editorial


It is with great regret and sadness that we report the passing of Iain (Beano) MacBean on 2nd June, after a long illness. He was just 42 years old. 


Beano joined the Group as a young scout and from his early days played a full part in just about every aspect of 3rd Alt life. Always a very willing character, he excelled in the outdoor environment, proving a natural camper and a very able walker. He had several Four Inns to his credit as well as the 3 Peaks in ’84 and Mountain walking in Norway in ’86. He became a member of the Service Team and joined the Venture Unit when it was set up in 1979. He subsequently became Assistant Venture Scout Leader and then VSL in 1991. I have many memories of our days with the Venture Unit when our activities ranged from narrowboating, cooking a 3 course meal on the top of Tryfan, camping, Jumble sales and loading up endless waste paper skips.


In more recent years following his initial move to Northwich an later marriage to Heather, Iain made a major contribution to the work of Cheshire Scouts, both at Tatton Park and Sandiway. He was also a member of the stage crew during numerous Knutsford Gang Show Productions. Iain was presented with a well deserved Medal of Merit only a short time ago.


‘Beano’ had a great sense of humour and life was fun when you were in his company. He was regarded with great affection by all those who knew him as was evident from the number of people at the funeral on 14th June. 


He will be much missed by all of us and our thoughts and sympathy go out to Heather and the family.

Black Beaver
Beano was there.

My Mum and Dad (Joan & Biff) met at 3rd Alt whilst in Rangers and Rovers.  I met my husband Steve at 5th Knutsford  whilst I was in Rangers and he was in Ventures.  It’s in my blood!

As a kid Mum and Dad took me and my sister Totie to Whit Camp at Stock Park. Beano was there as a PL.  

Also as a kid I loved going to St Albans for the Annual Jumble Sale.  Beano was there.

When Dad’s job took us to Scotland, Mum got involved with my local Guide Unit in Kilmacolm and one year arranged with 3rd Alt to meet at

Stock  Park for a joint camp.  Beano was there.

Then we arrived back in Cheshire and it seemed obvious to Mum to start a Ranger Unit at 3rd Alt – yes girls at 3rd Alt (unheard of) and wherever there’s girls you’ll find boys.  Thanks to Ali, he started the Ventures and we became a joint unit.  Beano was there.

I have some fantastic memories in Rangers and Ventures of camps all over the country, golden boot competitions, canoeing, service weekends at Dunham, banquets and so many more I best not mention.  Beano was there.

And then there was gap – we all went off and sorted out lives and our careers.

During that time I had a visit to the Alex for an operation on my nose ? ! (don’t ask). Beano came to visit me in hospital and knowing I don’t drink he brought me a bottle of Appletise. I will always remember that.

Some parents join a golf club or the WI – no, not my parents.  They thought they’d start a Gang Show in Knutsford !  So much help was needed in all ways – costumes, advertising, sound and light equipment, committees and a stage crew.  Beano was there.

As the years catch up, Dad felt he needed some help with the garden  at home.  Beano was there.

As we started a family and moved a little further away from Altrincham, I was still  curious to know what’s going on at 3rd Alt.  Whilst supposedly cutting the hedge at Mum and Dads a certain Mr McBean would always fill me in with the latest gossip.  Beano was there.

With scouting in my blood, I’d been away from the movement for a little while, I get asked to do the job of camp bookings for Tatton Park Scout Camp and Forest Camp in Sandiway, I say yes !  Being part of the operations team for both campsites meant meeting up with some old Knutsford cronies but more importantly Beano was there too.

When I have thought about writing this and I didn’t actually realise how much of a part of my life Beano has been.  I am sure many of you have your own memories of Beano and remember just how special he was.  In our hearts and minds we will always remember Beano was there.

Alex Davies nee Smith
Secretary’s Report 2005/06


As I scanned quickly through the minutes from last year, I saw once again the usual activities carried out by the Service Team. The year began with St. Georges day Parade, where Malcolm Topping and Tom Green were presented with long service awards and the Group did their usual duties. The Service Team also provided help at the Beaver and Brownie fun days as well as running a bar at Hugh Davies 60th Birthday.


We had a fabulous sixties night run by Ken and Judy, with the talented ‘Sexual Chocolate and the Chocolate Horns’, providing the music. This years event will be sometime in October.


Whitcamp took place in May and we were joined by some of Kens cubs and explorer members which worked well. Two woodcraft names were awarded, to Charlotte Green (Greenfinch) and James Parums (Puma). The Scouts have also participated in biking and hiking at half term. Dave is planning a possible Kandersteg 2008 so watch this space!!


Several workdays have taken place, with the garage now looking superb and being surrounded by a new security fence. The problems of vandalism and graffiti are sadly ongoing.


The marquee has been hired on a couple of occasions, hedgecutting has taken place and Lesa has had a steady stream of parties in HQ. The Jumble went well despite a wet day and several usual faces missing. 


The Banquet took place as always in December with 4 Impeesa Awards being made to: Mandy Bird, Chris Williams, Judy Williams and Katie Christopherson.


The Christmas walk was well attended and the weather was lovely as they walked up High Pike behind Ambleside.


So once again, another busy year.

Nicky Smith 

Chipmunk
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Congratulations

Mike Thompson received his Bar to the Silver Acorn and Dave Lowndes received his Silver Acorn.
Stork News

Congratulations to Neil and Lindsay Strong on the birth on Thomas James on 20th March, weighing 6lbs 8oz.
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Dates for your Diary

Jumble Sale – Saturday 14th October

