CONCERTS FOR THE 1979-80 SEASON

Laturcay, Bth December: GALSA COMOERT

Cwerture: Crown of Diamonds . . . . Aubar
Wiclin Concerto = . . . Tchalkavshy
Solo Vialin —HALF‘H HOLMES

"The Mewbury Races”, a speclally commissicned work, with
music by David Heslam and words by Johnny Marris, which
will be given ifs first performance with narration by Johnny
Maorris,

Enigma Variations S owe i E o ay  Elgar

Zunday, 9lh December: AFTERNOON COMCERT

Cwerture; Crown of Diamonds . . : . Auber
Second Piano Concerlo . .. Shostaxovitch
Solo Piano — E-IJHENDH.P.H REDDY

Enigrna Variations o ed o oan ocw con EIGAR

Sunday, Z3nd March: SPRING COMNOERT

Cwerlure: Der Freischolz . . . . . Wabar

Songs of a Weyfarer . . . Mahler
Halo Contralio — KATHH‘r'r-.I HARRIES

Firat Symphony 1| =1 { [ TT:

Sunday, 18th May:
COMCERT n the NEWBLRY SPRING FESTIVAL

Chvarture: 1l Saraglio TR -« . Mgzan

“Jack o Mowbure'', a spamally commissionad work, with music
by John Leach and words by Judith Evkyn, which will be
given its first parformance.

Seventh Symphony . « 4+ « « . Besthoven




1881

in

The N.A.O.U.

CowWemenmibe W Busduck O Bailay W W, Penlusd W, Qopend W Calls T dirdling  Firen

AL Slrecling W Deekss 1 1L Bopsen B L stapes 1. Marsess &, Cars 5.0 Sapenor W T, Tane ©. W, Bohizeos W Treo & Liadlrey

TIL o0

(oonhacier]

P. E. 1Taxiae W Dips=

Bunrluck

—
|

May music live for aver, whather as a rousing march or 28 a
melody to 3octhe the aavege Breas! For music ia part of our
herllage and flaurishes throughout the length and breadth of the
United Kingdom, in orchesiral societies, in choral sociotios, with
solo instrumentalizls, and in modern discotheques.

A hundred years ago this year saw the birth of one such
aoclaty, the Newbury Amataur Orehasiral Union {NADLL), as it
wes then called, although since 1964 it has basn known as the
Mewibury Symphony Orchestra (M5.0.). It ataried with the meaot-
ing of six anthuziaatle instrumentalists whao began their rehearsals
in the loft above Pickfords' Aemoval office in the yard of the
Quesn's Hotel, Mewbury. on 27th Movember, 1879, Who amangst
these men could have foressen that their offorte wers to lest
hundred years and more? The founders were G. H. Bates [Con-
dugtor), W, Dines Eatwsll, T. B, Malhews, F. O Seymour, £ L,
Stzples and W. T. Toms, but by the following wesk lhey wers
jeinad by asven more players; one of these was 2. E. Dravias,
whase son Arthur, grandson Peter, and great-grendson Micholas
have macde Lhe Davies famiy, The only family with en unbroken
connection with the Orchestre for the past hundred YORrE,

By 1820 the M.A.O.U. was well established, with a membershin
ar fifteen, and gave its inaugural concert on 13th April, 1820 in the
Cld Town Hall. By 1881 the membership had grown to twenly-liva
anc was o incresse as tha years passed. The earlest conperts
ware given to aid such local causse &5 the Steam Fire Engine
and the Berkshlre Valuntaers.

Mr, Bates retired and It was probably in Mr. Hopsan's carpet
showroom in West Stroet, whare they rehearsed, that Mr, Ezbwell
tock Cyver as conducior; Be wis succesdad by 8 professional con-
ducter, J, 3, Liddls. There ‘s little doubt that Mr. Liddle was s
remarkable man &and was held in greal asteem oy &l the rmambers,
He was very persuasive in gelling people with ability to join the
CQrchestra and learn particular Instrumanta; his vast enthusiasm
was Inlectious. He had coms to Mewbury ss organist of 51
Micolaz® Church, with his wife and four daughters, all musicelly
inclined. Magdalen played the vialln, May the slarinat, Mol the
'celle, and Manica the hor—the laat poasibly theugh! an unusual
instrument far a lady!

Very soon Mr. Liddle was conducting the Mewbury Choral
Sociaty, which was formad in 1884; he was iis firet canduoior,
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May music live for sver, whather as a rousing march or =25 a
meledy to socthe the aavege sreasd! For muosic ia part of ouwr
haritage and flourishes throughout the length ang breadth of 1he
United Kingdom, in orchestral societies, in choral sociolies. with
solo insrrumentalisls, and in modern discotheqguas.

A hundred vears ago this year saw the birth of cne such
aociely, the Newbury Amataur Orehaslial Union TN, a3
wag then called, although sinca 1964 it has baen known as the
Muwsbury Symphany Orchestra (NS.0.0. It atared with the meot-
ing of six enthusiaatlc instrumentalists who began their rehearsals
in the lofl above Pickfords’ Removel office in the yard of the
(duean's Hotel, Mewbury. an 27th MNovember, 1872, Who amangst
these men could have foressen that their efforts were to last a
hundred years and more? The founders were G, H. Bates [ G-
ductor), W. Dines Eatwsll, T. B, Malhews, F. O Seymour, E, L,
Stzples and W. T. Tems, but by the following wesk lhey wers
jvinad by aeven more players; one of these was 2. E. Davies,
whase son Arthur, grandson Peter, ang great-grandson Micholas
have made Lhe Davies famiy, The only family with en unbroken
connection with the Orchaestre for the past hundred years.

By 1820 the MAOU. waz wel| astablished, wilh a membarasia
o fiflean, and gave its Inaugural concert on 13th April, 1880 in the
©ld Town Hall. By 12881 the membership had grawn to twenly-liva
and was fo increass as tha yeers passed. The earlest conperts
were given to aid such local causse Bs the Steam Fire Engine
and the Serkshire Valunteers.

M-, Bales refirad and It was probably in Mr. Hopson's caroet
showrocm in Wesl Sirest, where they rehearsed, that Mr, Eztwell
took ovar as conducior me wis sucoesdad by & professional con-
ductor, J. &, Liddle. There is little doubt that Mr. Liddle was s
remarkable man and was held in greal asteem oy all the mambers,
He was very perzuaaive in gelling people with ability to join the
Crehestra and learn particuler instrumants; his vast enthusiasm
was Inlectious. He had coms fo Mewbury ea organist of 31
Micolaa® Church, with his wife and four daughters, all musically
ifolined. Magdalen played the vialin, WMay the slarinat, Moly itha
‘celle, and Manica the horn—the laat possibly thought an unuzual
instrument far a lady!

Wery soon Mr. Liddle was conducting the Mewbury Choral
gociaty, which was formed in 1884; he was its first conducior,
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The orghastra for the Choral Sociely was of course fhe NAGL.,
and with the same conductor far both scclaties ane gan imagine
it was a vary happy alliance,

Mr. Liddle managed to arrange concerts for the BMLAOLL in
towns which included Wantage, Basingsioke, Reading and as far
away =& Bath. To Waniage thay wenl by car; |f was af coursa the
parly days cf the aulomebile and, although thera wara only 1wo
ar 1nree cars availebls, they managed somehow, When glving a
cencert in the Town Hall in Reading, (e whole Groheatra left
Meawbury in e morming oy the Great Western Railway, in spacially
reserved coachea. Scmewhat naturally, the train seethed with
excitament and ane can piclura the scene an the pletform with
the parlars ansious o asalat the playsra with their mora currbar-
some instruments, watched with great interest oy olher pas-
sengars awaiting their own tralns, Arthyr Daviea, in his notes,
ramembered that the instruments were loaded on o a truck at
Feading, to ba takaen toc a waiting van, and an the lop of the ruck
reposed a valuable ‘celle belanging to one of the players, Miss
Derothy Kingzmill (later (o bacome Lady Sparling b Ta Rig horror,
the porter rounded a cornar loo snarply and the ‘calle fall off!
fercifully i1 was in = strong wooden pass, 5o No damags wWas
done. Thers must have boen many hazards for any archestra
trawelling in 1nose days; yet how cheerfully they zat forth, knowing
that their project would give nat only {hemselves out others much
pleasurso.

The auting e Bath ook place twice a year: tha Spring Concart
would take nlece in Bath Akbey, bub the Autumn Coencarl took
place in the Assembly Aooms. There wwould be zbout twenty
perfarmers a'l tald, and poasibly more singers than players, The
faurney to Beth necessitated a change al Westhury, with a five
minute scrambls across the footbridge to catch the waiting train.
The timpeni were cerried across the lines, nowever, as, not keing
in czses, it was considered saler; one cean imagine Jose, =28 1. H
Hopson was altectionstely called, Bringing up the rear with his
kaszoon. During all those years the conmeclion 1o Bath wes never
missed. Fraguenily the singers, being fogethar in one carriage,
wirlld start to rehearse, much to the joy of passengers and porters
gt wayaide aaticns. for regarcless of their strange audiance they
would continue 1o the song's conclusion.

The rahsarsals took place al 11,00 a,m., fellowsd by an excellant

q

lunch a2 Fart'a in Millsorm Street, then ane of the leading restaur
ants In Bath. Tha Crchestra was tha gusst of the Bath Society,
whose members werg most hospitabla; a favourita iterm on the
menu was a very good veal and ham pie, The Spring Festival in
the Abbey Invariably opened with ‘The Church's Qne Faundation®,
and cn one accasion Mr. Liddle, efter an excallent lungh, was
heard 1o remark that he had coma to the conclusion that the
Church's one foundation wes vesl and ham pie!

Dne of the olayers who always went to Bath was iha Ravarans
Weedea, who was Chaplain 1o Devizas Jail, =0 it was a Painay
and Chirten Junclion that ke joined the traln. On one accasion
Arthur Davies wae sitting next lo another player named Henry
Flint, who was leader of the Orchestra for thirty vears, and, not
seeing the reverend player at the junction remarked, “Good
heavsns, Hanry, Waekes |8 not on the platform. He'll mizs the
train”. Ta which Henry Flint raplied in fis wall-known slows dral,
“Dan't worry, old chap. Weskes isn't coming today. They are
nanging & mar, and ha hes to kalp". Obvioualy the inmates of
Her Mzjasty's Jall 1ock precedance over music!

W. Dines Eatwell, elways known as ‘Dines’, had a grea: faculty
for attenclng 1o details and worked untiringly for the good of the
Crehestra and individuals: he was joint condecior with J. 5. Liddle
untll his death in 1883.

mr. Liddle had that greal gift of being ahble fo instil inio his
players = love of the best music, He brought them to a higher
aroficiency of playing, which encouraged a regular and apprecia-
tive audience: by now, 250 could alwayz be counied an for
support.

It would ba imposaible to name every instrumentalis: in 19
ranks of the Orchestra, but Dr. Maran Arkwricht muost be
mentlonod. She played the double basa and [ained tha Orchestra
in 1845, giving unstinted and devoled service to the M.AOLL I
wias she and Dame Ethel Smythe who were tha first woman in
England ta be made Doctors of Music. Marizn Arkweright receivad
her Dactorate, the highest muszicsl dlstinction that England can
confer, In 1913, and the honcur cast not anly its lustre on herselr,
but a reflectad glow fell on the Crehostra,
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With tne first Warld War over, there were aome sad geps
in the Qrchestrs, Dus to the determinad efforts of its supporiars,
howevar, by 1219 the Orchastra was once mere on s feat with
53 players and subscrikers numaering 110, About this time the
Circhestrs suifared two shattering blowes, tha deaths of J. 5. Liddle
and Dr. Arkwright within a short space of time: they had besn
close friends, Just kafore Mr, Liddie's death, the Charal Socisty
hzd chosan Brahms' Regquism for their conceri, which ha was Lo
conduct, but, alas, he dled not long befare the date fixed for its
parfarmance. D, Arkweright, who succeedsd him, took the
practices, ona can imagine with a very heayy [earl bul as n so
many olher cases the show went an, Finally 2he conducted the
congert, which was given in St Micolas™ Shurch, and no bstter
place could have been chosen, for Me. Liddle had Been organist
trera slmost from the day of his grivel in Newbury,

"Popular' concarts wera given in Mewbury's Old Town Hall,
which was comiertzble and mara or leas free from draughts, and
't had & vary friendly aimosphers about it Thers wias a plallcrm at
e Bartholamew Strest end and opposite this was a gellery; on
the Maneion House Strest aids there were long attraciive windows,
During 1ra winlar, onoe a manth on a Salurday night, tha MAOULL
gave 2 popuar concert, The charge was &d. for tha hzll and 2d.
for the gallary. Neadlass to =ay, such was their popularity thal the
MWACLLL plaved te a full house, with the sudiance in the gallery
accasionally becoming & little too anthusiastic.

Hznry Flint recounted an amusing incident. As tha platform was
flat. it was necassary to erect temperary staging and the exit to
the platform was down a few steps al the back, On this occasion,
im the programmes waa tha 'Farewsll Symphony'. To give it the
neoessary atmosphere the lighls werg Iowersd and on each
rmusician's steng thers burned & salitary candle, The players one
by ona blew out tha candles and laft tha stage by 1he back axil
steps, but, a'as, as Herberl Somyns Blew out his candle end pro-
ceeded to leave he dropped his hormm with 2 desfening crash and
fall down the steps at the back. As one can readlly appreclabe,
this was mel with howls of delight fram the gallery =nd shouts of
“"ancore!’.

Ancther anecdale recounted by Arthur Daviea must have been
equally amusing to the audience, Al this fme he olayed the baas
drum, and &t one of these Saturdesy night concerls hey wers fo
play a piece called ‘Gamerrs’, In which thera was 5 bass drum
sull:.l When tha orchestra was asssmblad wilh Mr. Liddia con-
gucting. he beckoned Mr, Davies fo come down ta the frent of 1ha
plattorm. Horrified al such & notion, Mr. Davies shook his head
emphatically, but Mr. Liddle beckanag again, with a very purpose-
:‘ul look in hia eyes. Thereupon Mr. Devies succumbed and plok-
ing up his bass drum, carried it llke a bandsman, claspad in front
of him. OF course he was unable to zea too wall, and so ended up
I:u'_-_.mn:!:king his music atand off the platform down Inta the hiall
Thia 00 was grestly appraciated by tha gallery audience, who
shautad reuccusly for an encore—and that wee belora 'Gar'nmra'
had avan startad|

But what & charge wasz In store for the Orchastre when the
Old Town Hall was pulled down in about 1908 and the Cam
Exghange was then the cnly building large encuah for concarts
End shows. Although we have gone backwerds a littls in fime. it ig
inieresting, remembering the Corn Exchange today, to Rave an
ided of what it was like in those daye before tha firet World War.
B0 pigture this large room, coversd with advertisemnents fliysirat.
ing tha vericus trades connected with the com merchants. The
ront was composed of a single Ricknesz of glass, to glve the
farmera and merchanta a gaod light In which to 1281 the EBMlas
with little or no healing end fwo huge exit doors (in case of fre'l
EI"|_|:| with o few desks scattered around, st whigh the merchant'g
sab conducting their aales, But this wes the only hall availabla tg
the N.A.C.U. for their concers, and hardly the warmest or most
comfortekle of venues,

There was a platform twelve fesl from the end wizll, 1o allow
irucks of corn 1o pass ta and from the back coara, and under tha
platfarm wers atored sacks of 1hls and thet, One can imagine the
ECENE O an evening when a concert was to lake plece: kindly
nelpers sweeping the floor the momentl the market wae avar;
dazks pushed behing the platform to take up the I'.r.rah.le-‘n-n"[
spacs; chalrs [which had to be hired) quickly placed In rows:
ard the gensral buslle of preparation for the fortheaming nnn-:art:
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Thara were, of course, no changing rocoms, 50 1he players |eft
their coats and wraps on top of the desks. One assumes that on
very cold nighls they kept them on, for the healing was wvary
inadequalte: the air, slightly warmed in the hall, merely rose t:_n the
icy glass roof only to descend again &s very cold air indeed.
{ Some of the artisies and soloizls used the Dueen's Hoted, end ons

can visyaliza the scramole on & wet night for them to reach the
! hall without appearing like drowned rats —rathar a reflection

an the Toewn Cauncil of that day far their lack of inferest in iha
Arts! It was not until well into the twenlies that things were
changed, and thal was due chielly o the campaigning of
counciller Reginald Gliford, te whomn the Orchestra owed a dabt
of gratitude. In this wrilers opinion, the N.5 0. rishly deasrvas il5
awn wall designed concert hall: it would prove a great amenlty to
the town and might encourage fzmous musicians 1c come mars
often te Newbury!
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In 1822 Douglas Fox followed Dr. Arkwright 88 conductor; he

waa Head of Muslo st Bradfield Soliege and had been a pupil of
Sir Hugh Allen, who thoughl very highly of him and predictad thal
ka would eventuglly be = most outslanding piznist and crganiat
But tragedy overcams him, for he lost his right arm In the 1874-
191F War. Aftar his Army dizcharce the poor man falt his musioal
ceresr had ended, but not so Sir Hugh Allen, who encouraged
him o pereevars and regain his keyboard facility, using only his
left hend. Such wes hia zbility on the organ and hiz brilliant play-
ing of specially composed piano pieces for the left hand that
anyane ligtening to him would have been nard put to it not to
think he was playing with both handa,
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As well as being an cutatanding musiclan, Dougles Fox was &

great individualist, He would semetmes halt the Orchestra during

a practice, go 1o the plano and show them exacly what ha

I wanied, withoul reference to the score. Bullding on the founda-
E fions lald for him. Douglas Fox was able, aftar the N.AOL's
dlfficult tima of loss, Lo perform in nine years a considerabls and

imprassive sllee of the c'essical orchestral repertoire. He was a

conductar with a deep and original insight irmo music, and an en-

thugiasm =c while hol as 1o make almost equal demands on the

players as an himzalf. Under his direetion the technicel standard

rose emazingly, and Lthe playving ook on a polish and precision

cuch @s if had never known bafora. Lectures and noles an the
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works gave en added interest, end he appears to have had the
support of his playera in every way. Highlights of nils period of
conductorship were performences of Beethoven's 9tk (Charal)
Symphory in 1925 and 1929 jfor the Orchestra's Golden Jubilse
Celebration],

Gne outstanding event was the founding of the Newbury Muaic
Featival In 1028 by Mrs. Bramwell and Mrs. Dallin, both players
with the Orchesira. It was & three day event end diatingulshed
selelsts and conductors have included Sir Henry Woad, Sir Adrian
Boult end Zir Malcolm Ssrgenl. [t was a great priviege to be
conductad by such eminent conductors and gave the Orohestra a
wonderlul booat.

In 1220 Dauglas Fox was aspaintad Director of Muszic a1 Cliflan
Callege and his departure was falt keenly by the M.A.O.LU., who
hzd becorme vory fond of him and appraciated how greatly he had
enriched the musical life of the Newbury district. Gearge Weldan
was e next conductor. He was a young man in his twenties, his
first appointment having been with the Tunbridge Wells Orehestra
The N.AOU. choae the ‘Enigma Varistions' as his test piece and
he was so good that they unanimously dacided 1o engags him.
Waldon's other interest in life wee driving fast sports cars: ha
owned a Fraser-Nash open two-seater with a Iarge exhaust pips
and he drove In all weathers, well wrapped up a3 if abou! to set
forth for fhe Morth Pole, Ha lived in Bexhill ang whethar he had
been there ar al Tunbridge Walls ne naver miszad a aractics in
Mewbury.

It was obvious thal George Waldon enjoyed the Qrchestra and,
conscious of the financlal difficultise in running en amateys
orchestra, he did his best to keep dewn expenses. During his
time tha Orchestra reached its largeat glzo—nearly 100 players.
The passing of time aince Fox's departure causcd ihe Orchestra
o lose mast of 15 brass playera, bul this did not deler the redoubt-
anie George who, liking strong brass and percussion, promptly
engaged plavers from the Aoval Mounsed Artlllery Band in Alder-
shot, most of them man from Kneller Hall: thay came lor a fes of
ane guinea, which included transport, On ane occasion Arkur
Daviez had & Knellar Hall man as his partner on the drums and
recalled, being himsall selitaught, how revealing it wes In Ravels
‘Balern’ lo hear the beautllully close and even rollz on the side
drum—the crescendos and diminuendos were perfect

1a

It was notlceahle that Georgs Weldan had a slight limg, and an
accasiona ke would st to conduci a prectice, but he never com-
aleined and was always cheesful. Ona evening they were rehears-
ing Mussorgsky's ‘Might on a Bare Mouniain' when Mr. W. A D.
horrls, 8t the back of the zecond violing, enguired of George,
"Cen you tell us what happened on the mountain, Sir?" Keeping
g dead straight facas, Gaorge replicd, | would rather not!”

One outstending event took place during his conductarship—a
concart in 19G7 of music enfirely by local comaosera—and it iz
daubiful if any other town the slze of Mewbury could have done
thig. Maturally it caused snormous interest and was very well
aifended. The progremme coniainad pieces by Robin Milford,
Gerald Finzi, Geoffrey Harliey, Peter Burgea, Guy Graham, Nellie
Fulcher, Anthony 3cott and Gecrge Weldon, The Tomedy Suite
“Mige”, based on "Thres Blind Mice", by George Weldon, was
gxtremaly amusing and roundly encored and applavded.

A faw peaceful veers passed, with many excellent concerts and
sofme visits 1o other fowns: 1her once more there were remours of
war, By 1939 il was & reality, with all the norrors to come, but at
firs! it was tha black-outs thal had to be contended with and they,
of courae, wers somewhat diszstrous as regards altendance at
concarls, Bul such was the Britishers' outlock on inconveniences
—anlch axists avan foday with the numerous strikes they have o
face—Ilhal they were aoon out and about again, groping their way
with stlcks and tiny torches, ‘eaving their blecked-out homas and
forgetting their natural enxieties, to coma and listen ie 1he socth-
ing stralns of the Orchestra which for twe hours could at least
glleviate the horrors of & country &t war. Onae =oloist at ihis Ume
was Deniz Mallnews, who playad Beelhoven's Fourth Plano
Caongerto,

Of course the Qrchestre was bagioning to lose 1S younger
members, but neverthelass it carrled an waliantly. 13 was et this
tima thaet the Committes declded 10 start Sunday aftermoon Gon-
cers, as an expariment. They succesded bayond Rer wildes!
dreama and the Corn Exchange was srowded 1o overflowing, with
people even slanding &t the back. One can imagine how glad
were the evecueed to get cut from thair billels, not e mention the
landlords being delighled 'o see the backs of their visitars for 2
few Bours!

11



George Weldon was fast becoming an outstanding conductor
and the Crehestra realised thay would not Be able 4o keep him for
rmuch lenger, Evenlually in 1942 he accepled a past as Depuly
Conducter of the Hallé Orehestra, under Sir John Barbirolli, He
finally became the canductor of the City of Birmingham Crehestra,
but never complately severed his lnks with, or interast in, the
MLAOU. Aftar the wear he went on conducting tours, and It was
while on such & four 19 South Africa that he contracted an illnsss
which resulted in hia death-—tha lragle loes of a very lalented and
lovable musician.

He was followed by Colin Ross, who unforlunalely was able (o
ramain with the Crechestra for anly one seasom; in 15844, just befors
the end of the Second World War, Arthur Dennington succeadad
him. Ha had 2n archestra in Narth Landon and the M.A0 L. found
him & wery accaptable conductor for an amatsur orcheastra, Bul
thiz was nat to last, for Mr. Dennington found the train services
oo difficult to cope with, a0 he relustantly gave up his post; cnce
more the Orchastra was without 8 conductor. Forunstely Dr,
Eernard Robinson, who was wall known in the Mewbury diarict for
his annual Music Samp at Bathampstead, stepped inlo the breach
amd offeras his help s boanarary conductor wntil the arrival of
Jahn Fry.

Jahn Fry was a vielin prolessor at Trinily Coliege, London; ke
conducied the Seading Symphary Orchestre, 12ught at Bradfiald
College and also coached a gquartet of string playara from the
M.AC.U.; s the Committee Invitad him te condue! the Srehestra,
which fitted in vary wall as he came to practices sfter teaching at
Eradiield. His wide experiesce of leaching amateurs mada him an
ideal conductor for ar orchestra such 23 the BLAO UL, He was an
exiracrdinary man for he had lost the sight of one eve; vet this in
no weay pravantzd him from reading his score and, at the seme
lime, spotting any =tring player using the wrong flngerieg. IFafer
zeveral attempls the Orchastra was not playing a passage
corractly, he would fake the lsader's wviolin and demarnstrate
axfclly how he wanted o plaved. He wes & gresl believer in
caawing and net drlving, which andeared him o the Orochestra

The N.AGLL celebraled the start of its seventy-fifth vear with &
wonderful concert given with Jehs Fry oas conductor on 270
Movembear, 1853, with works of Wagner, Elgar, Ghabrier and
Baradin in the programme. which must indeed have been a feast
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for the musig-loving Newburian. Sl Frank Spickernell was then
fhe President and he wrote in the foreword 1o the programma,
“| undarsiand the Orchastra has been singularly fortunate o its
conductors and its management . . .". Indead they had been and
how proudly must some of the older members have played. such
ge Miss Joan Denis de Witrg (cella)l and Mrs, Mary Farkins
[vielin), who both joined in 1824, also Migs Mary Young {double
paza) and Wr. Jack Teylor {Dasscan|, and no doubt many others
who had long bean valuad membara of tha NAGLL

The Davigs famlly freguanlly entartzined soloisis and artistes
before the concerts in thelr housa, and thess invitations wers
soon 1o become lixlures. It was towards the end of the summer of
1056 that the Orchastra heard 0at John Fry had died suddenly.
The Davies family could hardly balieve this news to be true,
remembaring his smiling, cheerful face as he wavad them gaod-
bys after the dinner parly that hed tzken place belore the last

concert.

During the naxt season Arthur Davias declded ta ratire; his
hearing and sight wera diminishing and causing him some ¢on-
cern. [L muat have been a very painful decision, for he had playsd
in the Orchastea lor mare than fifly years and hed been Treasurar
for thirly of them. The Davies femily's connection with the
Orcheara continued through Arthur's son Peler, who took over
from his mother as Secratary 1o the Orchestra, a post he st
holds, while his wite and son alse play in the Qrchesira today.
Tre interest of alher families alza conlinuesd down the years, bul
alas with the inevitable breaks, Thers are. of course, many players
wihe c&n 'clock up’ hall & cantury and mere, and the town should
feal proud of such long service in creating enjoyment for
theusands of Mewbury's cilizens,

William Ruttlegae ook over John Fry'a place for a pariogd of
two yeers until, in 1958, Frank Shipway becams the conductor.
Frank sef the Orchestre a very high standard, snd alhough ha
was very exacting he was exciting to work with. During his ning
yezra of conduclorship the Grohestra gave a number of memor-
ahla perlormances. [n 1859 Lhe second acl of Tosca’ was per
formad with scloists from the Roval Cpera Company, Covent
Gardan: this must have proved no ordinary treal for the citizens
af Mewbury, 2nd on such cocasions it s small wonder that there
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was often “standing room only', @ne ambitious conpert included
Elgar's Secomd 3vmphony, and on anather oceasiarn Jahn Lill
zame 1o play Tchaikovaky's Second Piano Concerto.

It i5 rather nice to nobe that despita all the hargd wark, 1he
leng heurs and often bad westher o contend with, romance alsa
bloomed in the Orchestra’s ranks. No |l2ss than four couples come
1o mind. Thay all met In the Orehastra and althavgh music was
very much 1o the fora there seems also 1o have been g little spare
time laft for romantic overtures: Sue Spickemell (flute), daughter
ot Sir Frank, and Ssbastian Pgase (clerine); Ann Bremridge
iviolz] and Peter Davies ['cello}; Judith Jones {clarinet) and
Peler Denny (violiny; and Elizabsth Abbotl {vielin} and John
Glllings (timpani]. Maybe Shaksspoears was right when ha wrote,
i music be the food of love, play on”, Indeed that is just what we
all hope they will do,

It was In 1864 that the members of the Orchestre decided that a
change of name was necessary to present a truer image of the
Crechestra. Thus the Newbury Amataur Orchastral Union bacame
the Newbury Symphony Crohestra,

When the Orchestra bade tarewsll to Frank Shipway in 1887
David Littaur took up the baton untll f7e end of the year. Then the
Orcheslra was fortunate enough to have the services of Eugene
Danks, a pra‘essional viclinist, He was the aon of 1ha well known
viala player Harry Danks. He too %epl the Crchestra on 05 looes
and therc warg many ssiendid econcerts under him: on one
eocasion 'Hareld in Haly’ was performed with hia father as saloist.
!'.:'»'gana waa 8 smallish man. bursting with enthusiasm, and ha was
inclined to walk very fast, Al concerts he wauld grmarge fram the
tide =t all but a run until he reached tha rostrum, almost taking
the Orchestra by surprise with the speed ne had achisved,

in 18967 Lord Siefl became President of the N.2.0O, and a VErY
generous and eympethelic are he proved ta ba. On the coeasion
of ona Annual General Mesting, af which he had agreed to tzke
the Chair, Lord Sletf found himaelf on business in lsragl, Horrified
that he should not be atl the meeting. he sent the Committee a

14

cakle full of spoclogies—adding. "1 hawve fingd mysedf £2007.
Shorily aftlerwards a chacue duly arrlvec on the Secretary’s fablo
a gensroua President indesd, In 1863, on his eighlleth birthday,
the Orchastrz gave a concert for him, which Eugene Danks core
dugted; Lord Zieft choge Efgar's 'Celln Concerto, with Douglas
Cummings =5 acloist, and Brahms' Second Syvmphony,

Eugene relinguished the batom in 1973, with mare exacting
commitments te underzke, and was followed by Petar Susskind,
e sam of Walter Susskind, tha well known conductor, In 1875
Fiz place was taken by Salph Allwood, who hed experiance of
choral eonduciing and waa the Director of Music at Pangbourne
College, He was a wery lovabla characler, wilh an snsoureging
end engaging presence an the roatrum. Im 1877 tha Orchesira
gave & conoart in 3t Micolas” Chureh o commemarate ne
Guszen'a Silver Jubilze. jaining forces with fhe Mewbury Chaoral
Spciety; the conducting wes shared batwaan Ralph Allwood, John
Ruasell and Gillien Lovett; ona notable faature of thae concen was
the performance of a concerta by & member of the Orchestra—
Pater Denny deserted his violin to play Handal's Fourth Crgan
Concarta.

In 1276 Halph Allwood resigned on being appoinied Direclar of
PMusic st Uppingham. Once mare tha M.3.0, fell on its feet, how-
ever, Tinding Adrian Brown for its new conductor. Ha is a very
talerted young man, wha trained under Sir Adrian Boull, wilh a
great understanding of amataur archestres. One of hia attributes,
which the Orchestra finds maost andearing, is his daelightful sanse
of humour, such a wery necessary Ingredient In life and most
sspaecially when conducting amateur instrumentalista. At re-
heersals Adrian graally ancourages his players for inslance, on
ane socasion when the ensemble waa not perticulzrly gaod he
tald tham: "'That zounds like an ordinary amateur crohestra, Now
play it like a real archesiral’,

Thus heve passad the first hundrad yeara of the NS0, from a
humbiz beginning of a tew instrumentalisls who mat togather to
make muaic for thamaelves and others to enjoy, After many vears
rehearsing in tha GCongregaticnal GChureh Leciure Hall, the
orchestra has rehearsed es B class 8t the Mewbury Caollege of
Further Educetion for the past twalve yvezra. The Qrchesira is
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registerad B2 a charity with the benefits such slatus brings, and
has been fortunate to have lhe enthusiastic suppert of local
pecple—once called Vice-Preaidenta, bul known since 1078 as
Friends of the M.5.0. The Qrehestra hea been affiliated to the
Mational Federation of Music Soclelles since the 1240's and

obzains 2ome financial assisiance from the Arls Council of Graal
Britain wia the Federation,

It iz encouraging thaf, despita the growth of the radio and 1he
gramoephoens, the love of llve music sill confinues, Tha town of
Newbury should be proud to have such a thriving amateur
symphany orchestra in its midst. Long may the Orchestra con-
tinug, nct only for the players’ enjoyment but for the enormous
pleesure given to hundreds of peaple living in Mewbury and the
surraunding district,

May tha next hundred years be just es rewarding.

OFFICERS OF THE ORCHESTRA FOR THE 1875-B0 SEASON

Hon. Sscretary « + Mr. Pater Davies
Ham, Assistant Secrelary  Mra. Judith Denny

Hon. Treasurer . Mrs. Christing Cstler
Hom, Assistant Treasurer  Mr. Marlin Symons

Hen. Librarians . Mrs, Mary Parkins, Miss Mary Magas
Hon. Equiprment Officer . Mr. Tom Praler
Hon. Puklicity Officer frs. Catherine Wright
Hon, Concerl Manager . Mr. Ken Willlams
Commiilee Members

M. Ernasl Deacon [Chairman), Mra, Carol Boyd, Mr, Ran Oakiay,
Mre. Suasn Fease, Mr. James Sandiford, Mrs. Gabricls Sath-
Smith, Mr. Ted Srilth, Mr. RBichard Whitaker

Canductarn Mr. &drian Brown
Laader; Mr. Petar Genny

Hon. Fresicert: Mr. Johmny Merris

)
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CONCERTS FOR THE 1979-80 season

Saturday, 8th December: GALA CONCERT

Overture: Crown of Diamonds Auber

Violin Concerto, . . . ... Tchaikovsky

Solo Violin - RALPH HOLMES

"The Newbury raceway, a specially commissioned work, with music by David
Haslam and words by Johnny Morris, which will be given its first performance
with narration by Johnny Morris.

Enigma Variations Elgar

Sunday, 9th December: AFTERNOON CONCERT

Overture: Crown of Diamonds Auger

Second Piano Concerto . . . . . Shostakovitch

Solo Piano - SURENDRAN REDDY

Enigma Variations Elgar

Sunday, bird March; SPRING CONCERT

Overture: Der Freischtitz Weber

Songs of a Wayfarer, . . . .. Mabhler

Yolo Contralto - KATHRYN HARRIES

First Symphony Sibelius

Sunday, 18th May:

CONCERT in the NEWBURY SPRING FESTIVAL

Overture: 11 Seraglio . .. .. Mozart

"Jack o' Newbury" a specially commissioned work, with music by John Leach
and words by Judith Eykyn, which will be given Its first performance.
Seventh Symphony Beethoven



May music live for ever, whether as a rousing march or as a melody to soothe the
savage breast! For music is part of our heritage and flourishes throughout the
length and 'breadth of the United Kingdom, ' in orchestral societies, in choral
societies, with solo instrumentalists, and in modern discotheques, A hundred years
ago this year saw the birth of one such society, the Newbury Amateur Orchestral
Union (N.A.O,U.), as it was then called, although since 1964 it has been known as
the Newbury Symphony Orchestra (N.S.O.) . It started with the meet- Ing of six
enthusiastic instrumentalists who began their rehearsals in the loft above Pickfords'
Removal office in the yard of the Queen's Hotel, Newbury, on 27th November,
1879. Who amongst those men could have foreseen that their efforts were to (as! a
hundred years and more? The founders were (1. H. Bates (conductor) , W. Dines
Eatwell, T. B. Mathews, F. C. Seymour, E. L.

Staples and W. T. Toms, but by the following week they were joined by seven
more players; one of these was P. E. Davies, whose son Arthur, grandson Peter,
and great-grandson Nlcholas have made the Davies family. The only family with
an unbroken connection with the Orchestra for .the 'past hundred years.

By 1880 the N.A.O.U. was well established, with a membership of fifteen, and
gave its inaugural concert on lath April, 1880 in the OId Town Hall. By 1881 the
membership had grown to twenty-five and was to increase as the years passed. The
earliest concerts were given to aid such local causes as the Steam Fire Engine and
the Berkshire Volunteers.

Mr. Bates retired and it was probably in Mr. Hopson's carpet showroom in West
Street, where they rehearsed, that Mr. Eatwell took over as conductor; he was
succeeded by a professional conductor, . S. Liddle, There is little doubt that Mr.
Liddle was a remarkable man and was held in great esteem by all the members, He
was very persuasive in getting people with ability to join the orchestra and learn
particular instruments; his vast enthusiasm bad infectious. He had come to
Newbury as organist of St.

Nicolas' Church, with his wife and four daughters, all musically ice cloned.
Magdalen played the violins May the clarinet, Molly the 'cello, and Monica the
horn-the last possibly thought an unusual Instrument for a lady! ' Very soon Mr.
diddle was conducting the Newbury Choral Society, which was formed in 1884; he
was its first conductor.



The orchestra for the chorally Society was of course the N.A.O.U.,

and with the same conductor for both socities one can managing it was a very
happy alliance Mr. Liddle managed to arrange concerts for the N.A.O.U. in towns
whitlow precluded Wantage, Basingstoke, R ending and as far away as Basil. To
Wantage thtly went by car', in was of course 1110 early days of the automobile and
although there were only two or sirree cars available they managed somtllltlw.
When giving a concert in the 'T'own Haiti in Reading, the wattle Orchestra left
Newbtlry in the moulting by the Great Western Railway, in specially reserved
coaches. Solnewhat naturally, the trails sploshed will excitement and one can
picture the scene on Lyle platform witil the porters anxious lo assist tile plaiters wi
11) later more cumbersome illstrulnents, watched with great illtllrest by other
passengers awaiting taler own trains. Arthur Davies. in his notes.

rememberers that the instrtlrntlnls were loaded on to a truck at pleading, to be
taken to |1 waiting van, and (,11 (he top of Lyle truck reposed :.1 valuable 'cello
htllonging lo out) of the players, Miss Dorothy Kingsrrlill ( later to btlcolne Lady
Sparling ) . To his htlrror, tho porter Collided a cornier too shilrply and the 'cello
foll oft! Merciftllly in was in a strong wooden case so no dunnage was dolce.
Tllere must havt) been mildly placards for any orclleslra travelling in those days',
yet flow clltlerlully they set fortes knowing that tiltlir project would give not only
thelrlselves blit others much pleasure.

1'T11l) stating to Bath look plaoo twice a yeller: the Spring Concert would take
place in Abbey, the Autumn Concert took ullage in the Assembly rooms Tiler
would be about twenty performers all told and possibly mllre singers salary
players. Tho jotlrney do badly nectlssilatcd a change at Weslbtlry, will a five
minute scramble across tl1o footbridge, Io catch the waiting train.

Tho tilnpani were carried across the lisles IRowevtlr, as (lot being ill cases, it was
considered safer' ono can imagirle Joc as 1. H.

during all choose years the connection to Bath was never aniseed. Frcquelltly (he
singers being together if) one carriage, would Stuart to rehearse, McCall lo the joy
of passengers and porters |11 wayside stations, (or regardless of their strange
Jllldiencfa they would continue to the song 's concltlsion.

Tile I'ehearsals look place at 1 1.00 a.r!1., followed by all excellent lunch at Forl's
in Millsom Street, then one of the Ieadirlg restaurants in Bash. -rI10 Orchestra was
the guest of the Bath Society, whose meddlers starch most hospitable', a favourite
item on the menu wits a very good veal and ham pie. Tile Spring Festival in the
Abbey invariably optalltld with time Churcll's One Foundation' I) rl (1 oitoa,I) o
o(G(ITiorlill.1-1(1 (1 I'm (if (o1' 11 ininof (I(")11orlt 111 rl o I1 circle; heard
to remark that he had come 1o the conclusion 'hat the Chufch's one fotlndalion was
veal and ham pie! Ono of llle plaiters who always went to Bath was the Rllvercnd
Wheres, who ills Chaplain to Devizes Jail, so it was at Patney |111d Chiffon



Junction that he jointed tI1o train. On one occasion Arthur Davitls was sitting next
to another plaiter named Henry Flint who was leader of the Orchestra (or thirty
years, and, not seeing 1110 reverend player at the jlinction remarked *'Goo(1
heavens, Henry, Wtlekes is not on lh(.) platform. 1.1(I'l I miss the trained. To
which plenty Flint replated in (lis well-known slow drawl, don't worry, old tlhap.
Wotlkes isn't coming today. They are hanging a man, and lie Ilas to) helped.
Obviollsly tell) inmates of I'ler Majllsly's jail totlk precedcll'ttie over music! W.
Dinars Ealwell, always known as 'Dines' had a great faculty for allendirlg lo details
and worked untiringly for the good of 1110 Orchestra and individtlllls: ht-) was
joint ctindtlcttlr with I. S. Liddle until his death in 1893.

Mr. Liddle had total great gift ou being able to instil info his players a love of the
best mllsic. I'le brollght them to a higher proficiency of playing, which
(discouraged a rtlgular and appreciate- tive atldientlfl: by now, 250 ctluld always
be counted on for support.

It wolfed bel impossible lo name (Ivery instrumcrltalist in the ranks of the
Orchestra, btlt Dr. Marian Arkwright must bel mentholated. Sho played the double
bass and joined the Orchestra in 1885, giving kristin ted and dtlvoled service to tho
N.A.O.U. It was sole and DIllme EtI10ol Snlythe wllo wert) the first soften in
England to be made Docltlrs ou Music. Metrical Arkwright received her Doctorate
llle lligllest mllsiclll distinctions that England can confer, in 19 1 3, and lhe
110110(.11. cast not only its luslrt) on herself, bilk a ref letted glow fell of 1 the
Orchestra.



With the first World War over, there were some sad gaps in the Orchestra. Due to
the dtltermined efforts of its supporters, however, by 1 919 (he Orchestra was once
more on its feet with 53 players and subscribers numbering 1 10. About this lime
talc Orchestra suffered two splintering allows, tile deaths of 1. S. diddle and Dr.
Arkwrigllt within 1] short space of time they had betln close friends. Bus! before
Mr. Liddltl's death, the Choral Sociely had closers Brallms' Requiem for their
concert, which lie was lo conduct, but, alas, he died not long before tllo date fixed
tor its performance. Dr. Arkwright who stlcceeded him. took thtl practices one can
imagine with a very heavy heart but as in so many other cases the show wont on.
Finally slle conflicted tile concert', whicll was givtln irl Sl. Nicolas' Church, and no
belier place could have been chosen for Mr. Liddle had been organist there almost
from the day of (lis arrival in Newbury.

Another anecdote recounted by Arthur Davies must have been eqtlally accusing to
the iludiencc. At this time lie played the bass drum, and at one of idlest Saturday
night concerts they were to play a piece called 'Gamerra' in which there was a bass
drum solo. When the orchestra was assembled with Mr. Liddle oonducting, he
beckoned Mr. Divvies to come down to the front of the plalforlzl. Horrified at
sutler a notion, Mr. Davies shook his head elnphalically, but Mr. Liddle beckoned
again, with 1| very purpostlful look in (his eyes. ("hereupon Mr. Davles sllccumbed
and picking up his bass drum carried it like 1) bandsman clasped in front of him.
Of course he was unablt) to fills too well and so ended up by knocking his classic
stand oft the platform down info the hall.

This too was greatly llppreciated by tile gallery audience who shouted rauctlusly
for an clncort'y...--and that was before 'Gamerra' had even started! "Popular”
conctlrts were given in Newbury's and Town Hall, which was comfortable and
more or less free from draughts, all1(1 in had a very friendly allnosphere about it.
Inshore was a platform at the Bartholomew Street end and oppositl) tipis was a
gallery', on tile Mansion House Strool side llltlro wore loI1g attractive windows.
During the winker once 11 month on a Saturday night, tl)o N.A.O.1J.

gave a popular concert. Tale charge was 6d. for the hall and 2d.

for the gallery. Needless do say, stlch ills their popularity Hal 1110 N.A.O.U.
played to a full house, with the alliance in the gallery occasionally becoming a
little too elllilusiastic.

I-lenry Flint recounted an arousing incident. As the platform was plat, il was
necessary lo erect Itlrnporary staging and the exit lo the platform was down a few
steps at tile back. On ellis occasion, in the programme was the 'Far(1wc?ll
Symphony'. To give it the necessary atmospllere the lights were loworod and on
each Inusiciarl's stand lhtlre burned 1l solitary candle. The players one by one blew
out tile candles and 1otl llle stage by the back exit steps. but, alas as Herbert
Comylls blow oui' Ilia candle and proceeded to leave he dropped his horn with a



deafening crash and tell down the steps as the back. As olla call readily appreciate,
this was met with howls of delights from the gallery and shouts of "encorel" 6 But
what a change was in store for the Orcheslra when the 01(1 Town Hall was stalled
down in about 1906 and the Gorn Excllallge was then 1110 only btlilding large
enough for concerts and shows. Although we have gone backwardly a little in time
it is inltlrtlsting, remembtlring the Corn Exchange today, to have an idea of wilily
it was like in those days before the first World War, so picture this largo room.
coverlid with advertisements illustrate- ing the various leases connected with the
corn merchants. The root was composed of a single tilickntlss of glass to give tho
farmers and merchants a good liglll in which to test the samples wi Ph little or no
bleating and two hugtl exit doors ( in case of fire) and with a ftlw desks scattered
around, as which the merchants sat conducting tlleir sales. Blat this was tile only
hall available to the N.A.O.U. for their concerts, and blandly 1110 wartiest or most
colllfortable of venues.

There was a plalltlrm twelve feet from the end wall to allow trucks of corn to pass
to and from the back doors and under the platform were stored sacks fat this anti
that. One call ilnllgint'l (ho scone on an evening when a concllrt was to take place'.
kindly helpers sweepirlg the flavor the moment till) market was over'.

(desks pushed beheld the platform to take up the twelve-foot space; chairs (which
1111(1 t1) bta hirlld) gllickly placed in rows' and I hc general bustle of preparation
for tho forthcoming concert.



There were, of course, no changing rooms, so the players left their coats and wraps
on top of the desks One assumes that on very cold nights they kept them on, for the
heating was very inadequate; the air, slightly warmed in the hall, merely rose to the
icy glass tool only to descend again as very cold air Indeed.

Some of the artistes and soloists used the Queen's Hotel, and one can visualise the
scramble on a wet night for them to reach the hall without appearing like drowned
rats - rather 'R reflection on the Town Council of that day for their lack of interest
in the Arts! It was not until well into the twenties that things were changed, and
that was due chiefly to the campaigning of Councillor Reginald Clifford, to whom
the orchestra owed a debt of gratitude. In this writer's opinion, the N.S.O. richly
deserves its own well designed concert hale: it would prove a great amenity to the
town and might encourage famous musicians to come more often to Newbury! In
1922 Douglas Fox followed Dr. Arkwright as conductor; he was Head of Musio at
Bradfield College and had been a pupil of Sir Hugh Allen, who thought very
highly of him and predicted that he would eventually be a most outstanding pianist
and organist.

But tragedy overcame him, for he lost hts right arm an the 1914- 1918 War. After
his Army discharge the poor man felt his musical career 'had ended, but not so Sir
Hugh Allen! who encouraged him to persevere and regain his keyboard facility,
'using only hie left hand. Such was his ability on the organ and his brilliant playing
of specially composed piano pieces for the left hand that anyone listener; to him
would have been hard put to it not to think he was playing with both hands.

As well as being an outstanding musician, Douglas Fox was a great individualist.
He would sometimes halt the orchestra during a practice, go to the piano and show
them exactly what he wanted, .without reference to the score. Building on the
founds- tions laid for him, Douglas Fox was able, after the N.A.O,U.'s

difficult time of loss, to perform in nine years a considerable and impressive slice
of the classical orchestral repertoire. He was a conductor with a deep and original
insight into music, and an en- thuslasm so white hot as to make almost equal
demands on the players as on himself. Under his direction the technical standard
rose amazingly, and the playing took on a polish and precision such as It had never
known before. Lectures and notes on the 9 B



works gave an added interest and hc appears to have had the support of his players
in every way. Highlights of his ptlriod of conductorship were perforlnanoes of
Beethovon's 9th (Choral) Symphony in 1925 and 1929 (for the orchestra's Golden
Jubilee Celebration ) .

One outstanding event was the founding of the Newbury Mtlsic Festival in 1928 by
Mrs. Bramwell and Mrs. Dallin, both players with the Orchestra. It was a three day
event and distinguished soloists and conductors have included Sir Henry Wood. Sir
Adrian Boult and Sir Malcolm Sargent. It was a great privilege to be conducted by
such emintlnt contractors aile Clave the Orchestra a wonderful boost.

In 1930 Douglas Fox was appointed Director of Music at Clifton College and his
departllre was fell keenly by the N.A.O.U., who had .become very jond of him and
appreciated 11ow greatly 11f) had enriched the musical life of 1110 Newbtlry
district. George Weldon was the next conductor. 'He was a young man in his
twentitls, his first appointment leaving been with tht) Tunbridqc Wells OrclltDstrll.
The N.A.O.U. chose late 'Eniglna Variations' as (his best piece and he was so good
that they unanimously decided to engage hint.

Weldon's other interest in tile was driving fast sports cars: Ile owned a Fraser-Nash
opera two-sealer with a large exlllltlst pipe and he dative irl :111 welllherss well
wrapped up as if about to set forth for tile North Pole. ale lived in Boxhill and
whether hi') had been there or at Tunbridgt) Wells he ntlvtar missed a practice in
Newbufy.

It was obvious that George Weldon enjoyed the Orchestra and, conscious of the
financial (difficulties in running an arnatour orchestra, he did his best Io keep
down oxperlses. During his lime the Orchestra reached its largest size--.nearly 100
players.

The passing ol time since fox's departure caused |110 Orchestra to lose repost of ifs
brass players, but this did not duller tho redoubtable George who, liking strong
brass arid percussions, promptly engaged players from the Royal Mollllted
Artillery 'Band in Alder- shol, most of them men from Kneller Hall' they came for
a fee of one guinea, chicle included transport. On (viii.) occasion Arthur Davies
had 1, Kneller !'Tall marl as (lis partnel' on the dreams and rtlcalled, being himself
self-tatlght, how revealing it wigs in nllvel's 'Bolero' 1o heal' Lyle boauliflllly close
and effort rolls on the sidt) drum. .--thtl crtlscendos and diminuendos were perfect.
1 (,1 It was noticeable that Gcorge Weldon had a slight limp, and on occasions he
would sit to conflict a practice, but he never complained and was always cheerful.
One evening they were rehearsing Mussorgsky's (Night on a Bare Mountain' when
Mr. W. A.D.

Morris, at let's back of the second violins, enquired of George, "Can you tell us
what happened on the mountain. Bird's Keeplng a dead straight face, George
replied, "T1 would rather notl" One outstanding event took place during his



conductorsllip--a concert in 1937 of music entirely by local composers and it is
doubtful if any other town the size ol Newbtlry could have dolce this. Nattlrally it
caused enormous interest and was very well attended. The programme containctf
pieces by Robin Mllford, G erald F-inzi, G comfrey Hartley, Peter Burges, G uy
Graham, Nellie

Filcher, Anthony Scotl and George Weldon. The Comedy Suite

"Mice", based on "Three Blind Mico", by G forge Weldon, was extremely amusing
and rotundly encored and applauded.

A few peaceful years passed, with many excellent concerts and some visits to other
towns' then once more there were rumours of war. By 1 939 it was 11 real fly, with
all the horrors to come, but at first il was the black-outs that had to be contended
with and they, of course, were stimewhat disastrous as regards attendance at
concerts. But such was the Brilishers' outlotlk on inconveniences which exists even
today with tile ntlmerous strikes alley have to face--that they wtlre soon out and
about again! groping their way witkl sticks and liny torches, leaving their
blacked-out homes and forgetting thtlir natural anxieties to come and listen to the
soothing strains of the Orchtlstra which for two hours coldly at least alleviate the
horrors of a coronary au war. One soloist at this time was Denim Matthews, who
played BetElthtlvllll's Fotlrth Piano Concerto.

Of course the Orchestra was beginning to lose its younger returners. but
nevertheless il carried on valiantly. It was at 'his time that the Committee decided
to start Sunday afternoon con- cerls, as an experiment. They sllcccedtld beyond
their wildest drtlams and Tho Corn Exchange was crowded to overflowing will)
people even standing au Lyle back. 0110 can imagine how glad were the evacuees
to get out from their billets, not to mention the landlords being delighted to see the
backs of their visitors tor a few hours!



George Weldon was fast becoming an outstanding conductor and tile Orchestral
realised they wtluld not be able to keep him for much longer. Eventually in 1 942
ill.) accepted a palsy as Deputy Conductor of tile Halle Orchestra, under Sir John
Barbirolli. He finally because tile conductor of tile City of Birmingham Orchestral
but nevllr complllttlly slavered his Links with or interest in the N.A.O.U. After the
war he went on conducting tours, and it was while on such a tour to South Africa
that ISO contracted an illness which resulted in (lis deash 1116) tragic loss ou a
very talented and lovable musician.

He was followed by Colin Ross, who unfortunately was able to remain witll the
Orchestra for only one season’, in 1944 just before the end of the Second World
Wal', Arthur Dellnington sllcceeded him. He had an orchestra in Norl km Lorldon
and the N.A.O.U. found (lim a very acceptable conducttlr for lln amateur orchestra.
But this was nor to Iasl for Mr. Dorlnington found (he train services too difficult to
cope with so he I'eltlctantly gave tip his post', once snore the Orchtlslra wlls
wilhotlt a conductor. Forttlnlltely Dr.

Bcernard Robinson will) was well known in the Nowbllry district for his annual
Music Camp at Bothampstead stepped into the breach and ofltlred his ilelp as
honorary conductor Instil the arrival of John Fry'.

John Fry was :1 violin professor at Trinity College London, he conducted thtl
Reading Symphony Orchestral I'aughl at Bradfield College and also ctlaclled a
quartet of string players from the N.A.O.U.' so tile Ctlmrnittee invited hiln 10
collducl 1lle Orchestra, which filled in alley woll as he canoe to practices after
teaching as Bradlield. His wide experience of teaching Ctmattlurs made him an
ideal conducttlr ftlr 1111 orchestra such as the N.A.O.U.. I It') was an
extraordinary man for he had lost tI10o sight of one eye; yet this in no way
prevorltttd him from reading his suture and at tl1t) same ti rile, spotting any s'
bring player Idling the wrong fingering. If after several attempts that) OrchtElstrf.']
was not playing a passage correctly. he would lake lhe Itlader's violin and
demonstrate (Ixaclly htlw lie wanted it played. He was a great believer in ctlaxirlg
and riot driving, wllich endeared him to tile orchestra.

*1'10 N.A.O.U. celtlbraled the start oi its slwenty-rifth year with a wollderful
conctlrt given with John Fry as colldtlclor on both November, 1953. with works of
Waglltlr, Elgar, Chabrier and Borodin in th(.) programing, which ballast illumed
have been a feast tor tho mllsic-loving Newburian. Sir Frank Spickernell was then
the President Jllld Ile wrott) in the foreword to the programme.

"1 tinderstand tho Orchestra has been singularly fortunate in its conductors and its
management . . .". Indeed they had been and how proudly must some of the older
lllembtlrs have played slich as Mlss sloan Denis de Vitre’ ( 'cello) arid Mrs. Mary
Parkins (violin) , wllo both joined in 1924, also Miss Mary Young (double bass)
and Mr. Jack Taylor (bassoon ) and no doubt many others walk had long been



voluted members (or the N.A.O.U.

Tlle Davies family frequently entertained soloists arid arlisllls before the concerts
in their 11otlse and close illvilalions wor(') sotln lo blllcflrne fixture's. Of was
'Itlwards 11,t3 end (If the sulll?ner oj 1956 that the Orchestra heard tiller John Fry
had died suddenly.

Tile Davies fancily could hardly klelieve this ntlws to be true, remembering his
smiling, cheerful face as he waved them good- bye alder the dinner party that had
takers place before tht) last concert.

During the next season Arthur Davies decided to retire; his hearing and sight were
diminishing and causing him spline con- cern. 11 retest leave been 11 Very painful
I decision, for he had played in the Orchestra for mort) shall fifty Attars and had
been Treasurer for thirty of them. The Davies (ami Iy's connectitln witll the
Orchestra continued thorough arbour's son Potor, who took over Irorfl his reloader
as secretary lo Ihe Orchtlslra a pest he still holds while (lis wife and son also play
in the Orchestra today.

The interest of other familiars also colltinued dtlwn (hi) years, but alas wilil the
inevitable breaks. Therl) are, ol course, many players who can 'clock laps half a
century and before, and the town should feel proud of such long service in creating
enjoyment for thousands of Nowbury's citisens.

Williarrl Rutledge took elver Jolly Fry's place for a period of two years lentil In
1958, Frank Spillway became tho constructor.

Frank set tho Orchestra 11 very high standard and 'although he was vtlry expecting
he was exciting to work with. During his nine years of conductorsklip tile
Orcheslra gave a number of memorable performances. In 1959 1110 second act of
"Tosca' was per- formed with soloists from like) Royal Opera Golllpally, Covent
Garden', this must have proved no ordinary Ircat for lhe citizens of Newbury, and
on sucll occasions it is small wonder that there 13



was often standing room only. One ambitious concert included Elgar's Second
Symphony, and on another occasitln John Lill came to play Tchaikovsky's Second
Piano Concerto.

It is rather nice to note that despite all the hard work, the long hours and outcry bad
weather to contend with romance also bloodied i1l the Orchestra's ranks. No less I'll
four couples come to mind. They all met in the Orchestra and although music was
very much to the fore there seems also to have been a little spare time Iof! for
romantic overtures: Sue Spickernell (flute) , daughter of Sir Frank, and Sebastian
Pease (clarinet) ' Ann Bremridge (viola) and Peter Davies ( 'cello) ; Judilh Jones
(clarinet) and Peter Denny (violin) ', and Elisabeth Abbott (violin ) and John G
impings ( timpani) . Maybe Shakespeare was riblet allen he wrote, .'11 music be
the food of love, play only. Indeed that is just what we all hope they will do.

It was in 1964 that the members of the Orchestra decided that a change of name
was necessary to present a truer image of the Orchestra. Thus the Newbury
Amateur Orchestral Union becamt) the Newbury Symphony Orchestra.

Allen the Orchestra bade farewell t() Frank Shipway in 1967 David Liltaur took up
tile baton until the end of the year. Then tile Orchestra was fortunate enough! to
clave the services of Eugene Danks, a professional violinist. He was the son of (he
well known viola player I'larry Danks. Il1) too kept the Orchestra on its toes and
there were many splerldid concerts under him' on one occasion 'l Harold in Italy'
was perforated with (his father as soloist.

Eugene was a smallish man bursting with enthusiasm, and he was inclined to walk
very fast. At concerts Ile would emerge from the side at all but a rtln until he
retitled the rostrum. almost taking tile Orchestra by surprise with the speed he had
achieved.

In 1967 Lord Sioff became President of the N.S.O., and a very generous and
sympathetic one he proved to be. On the occasion of one Annual General Meeting,
at which he had agreed to take the Altair I-ord Sielj found himself on business in
israel. Horrified that he should not be at the meeting, he sent the Committee a cable
fllll ou apologies ..--adding, .'l havt) fined myself (%700".

Sllortly afterwards |1 chtlgtle dally arrivals ()n the Secretary's table: a venturous
Presidtlllt irldeed. 111 1969, (.11) his eightieth birthday, the Orcllestra gave 11
concert for glim. which Eugene Danks con- ducted', I-ord sheaf culture altar's
'Cello Concerto, with Douglas clamming as soloist, and Brailms' Second
Symphony.

commitments to undertake, and was followed by Peter Susskind, tile soil of Waller
Susskind the well known conductor. In 1975 alia place was laden by Ralph
Allwood wile (lad experience ()f choral conducting and was the Director of Music
at P angbourne College. H() was a vtlry lovable character wtih [111 (Incouraging



arid engagirlg presence on the rostrums. In .1 977 the Orchestra gave 1) ctlncert in
St. Nicolas' Clllirch do commemorate the butler's Silver Jubilet), joining forces
with the Nllwbury Choral Society; lht) ctinducting was shared between Ralph
Allwood, John Russell and Gillian Lovett', one n()tabl() feature ol (he ctlncert was
the performance of a ctlncerlo by :1 member of the Orchestra Peter Deftly deserted
his violin to play Handel's Ftlurth Organ Corlcerto.

In 1978 Ralph Allwood rtlsigl'lf)d orl bedrug appointed director of music at
Uppingham. Orlc(.) more I ale N.S.O. fell on its feet, how- over, fielding Adrian
Brown for its (lew conductor. He is a very talented young mall, who braille lander
Sir Adrian Boult, with a areal understandings ()1 amatetlr orchestras. One of his
attributes whilst 1 he Orchestra finds most endearing, is his delightful sense of
illlnlour sucks a very rlecessary ingredient in life and most especially whiten
conductible alnateur instrumentalists. At rehearsals Adrian greatly encourages his
players', for instance, on orle occasion when llle entlt-Imblt'l was not particularly
good he told them: "Tilat sounds likt) an ordinary (Imateur orchestra. Now play it
like a real orchestrally.

Thus have pressed alto) Iirs] hundred years or the N.S.O. from a humble beginllillg
of a lew instrumentalists who !n()t together to make Intlsic for lllemstllves and
others to enjoy. After many years pelletising in the Congreglttional Church Lecture
Hall the Orclleslra has I'ehoarsed as 11 class at the Newkltlry College of Further
E-tlucatiorl for the past twelve years. The Orchestrais 1 (in



Registered as a charity with the benefits such status brings, and has been fortunate
to have the enthusiastic support of local people-once called Vice-presidents, but
known since 1978 as Friends of the N.S.O. The Orchestra has been affiliated to the
National Federation of Music Societies since the 1940's and obtains some financial
assistance from the Arts Council of Great Britain via the Federation.

It is encouraging that, despite the growth of the radio and the gramophone, the love
of live music still continues. The town of Newbury should be proud to have such a
thriving amateur symphony orchestra in its midst. Long may the Orchestra
continue, not only for the players' enjoyment but for the enormous pleasure giver
to hundreds of people living in Newbufy and the surrounding district.

May the next hundred years be Just as rewarding.

OFFICERS OF THE ORCHESTRA FOR THE 1979-80 SEASON

Hon. Secretary . Mr. Peter Davies

Hon. Assistant Secretary Mrs. Judith Denny

Hon. Treasurer . . . Mrs. Christine Ostler

Hon. Assistant Treasurer Mr. Martin Symons
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Hon. Equipment Officer . My. Tom Prater

Hon. Publicity Officer Mrs, Catherine Wright

Hon. Concert Manager Mr, Ken Williams

Committee Members :

Mr. Ernest Deacon (Chairman) , Mrs. Carol Boyd, Mr. Ron Oakley,

Mrs. Susan Pease, Mr. James Sandiford, Mrs. Gabrielle Seth-

Smith, Mr. Ted Smith, Mr. Richard Whitaker

Conductor: Mr, Adrian Brown

Leader: Mr. Peter Denny

Hon. Presidents or. Johnny Morris



