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Note on Slav Spelling 
I have essayed to be consistent from one instance of a place or personal name to the next, but beyond that I have 
followed my sources. Hence some names are transliterated, eg. Mladnovatz, others use Slav orthography as near 
as possible, eg. Cubrilovic, but omitting diacritical marks. My excuses for that omission, which will doubtless 
offend purists, are the poor one that this is common practice, but also that these marks are not easily to be 
reproduced in a standard Western typeface, nor without the risk of error on the part of the non-initiate, nor 
indeed at all in HTML, for Internet publication. 
Difficulties of this nature are nothing new. The reinvasion of Serbia in October 1915 was of course prominently 
reported and discussed in the British press. On 10th November 1915 Punch twitted the Manchester Evening News 
for spelling the name of ‘a certain Serbian town’ 7 different ways ‘and all in one edition too: Kraguyevatz, 
Kraguyvatz, Kraguievatz, Kragievatz, Kraguyevac, Kragujevacs Krabujevacs’. Yet other spellings will be found 
below. 



���������	�
�����
��������

������

� �������	 
 ����
�	 
 ��������
	 �����
 	 CDEFG%F:>;E� H� G;FG<F:;IJK� ��
� ���� 
���� 

�� 
��
9������
����� �	����� 
�� ���� "������ 5

�
� ���� 1
��
�
 � �������� ���� 
�� �����
���� '��0�����!�
��	������ 
�� 2������� ������ 
��  ����� L���!� �
��,������ ��� 7�� �������� ��������
	
�� ��� ����

	����� ����� :;GI� ���� ��
� �������� �� ����
�� 1
	�����
 �� ���
���
���� ��� :;G>�� 7�� �
��
���0�
� ��� ���

��
� ���� /�������4� ��
� ������
�
�
��� 
 �� 

��� 
�� ���� ���0�� ��
�
� 
���� ��
� ������

��

�� ����
� �
� �����

���!� ���� �(�����
�����7�� ��� �� ��� ���� ���� 
�� ���� 
	����� ����� :;:<�
��������'(������
��������

��
���

7�� �
� 
���� ��� ��� 
���	���
�� �
� ����� ����� 7���� 
�� �� �

��� ����� �
� ���
�����!� ������� �
��
����
	
���

��7����
��������
��

���
���
���������� 	�	��������:;:G�������
������
��
���
��� 
���
����� ��
�� ���� �	�	��� ����� :;::� 	����� ��� ��� � : �� 7�� ��
� ����� 
�� ��
� 
��� 
��

��
�
	
�!�M�����
!���
�������	�	��������:;:D���

7�� ����� 	�� �
� 3�����
���� �
������ $(�
��� ��� ���� 9���� ����
� ����� ����� ����� �
� �����
���

����� 9
�
�� C���

����� 7
�
	�� 9
������
�
.� ���� 
� 	��� 
��  ����� ���� ,����� ���

�����
������
K��������
�������
������$(�
������

��
��
	�
 ���������
��
����������������

��
��������
�
	�
�� ��
���� E�����
!� 
�� ������ 9
�
�� �
����
��� ��� � ���
�� ��
�� ���
	��� ���� ���
	���
���

���
�
� ����� 
�� �
� �����N ����
#�C 1��
��
� /�������
� .� ����


���� ���� �������� ��
�
��K�
�	�������
!�����
������
!� �


������
�������������� �����
������������������
	�8�����
��������
������ �
�� ���� ������ ��
� ����
�� �	����� �

�� �� ���
�� ��� ��
� 9
�
�� �(�������
�
� ��� ���� ��������
�����:;:%!�����������
���
������?	��
��	����������� ���������

��

�������
�!����������������
����� :;:I�� 7�� ����	����� 9���� 7�� ��
� 
��� 
�� 
���� �� � ����	�� 
�� ���� �
� ����� �� �������
�	���������5�������
��

7�� 
��� �
� ��������� 
�������� "�� ��
� 
���	���� ��� ���� :;IJ� �����
�� 
�� ���� 3�����
���� �
������
2��
�����������������
��������������� �����5������� ������
�N	����������
�8
�������������
�
���������������������������
�����
���������
�
���C" ��
�K��
	�������#������
���	�����
�����
�
������
���������
���
��	���������5������
�������
�� ����������
������������2�����


�7

������
��������������

7�� ��
������ ����� 
	�� �
� ������� �	����� ���� ,
���M��� ��
�� :;:%!� �	�� ���������� �
�� ��������
����� ���� ���� 
�� ���� ���������� �������� ����!� ����� �� � 
��� ��
� ������ �(�������
�
� ���9
�
��
�����
�������

����
��
�
�
����������
�������	���
�� �������	��������������!���
�����	�����
����9��������
������:;:%!�����������
�������������� �
������7�����������:;:J�	��������
���
��
������
���
���
��������
	���
�
!���������	������ ��	������
����������������	�	���
��:;:%!�
����
�����
����������
������������
����������
����	 ����

                                                      
1 Head of School from the autumn term 1912 until he too left in the summer of 1913 was Butler’s exact 
contemporary at Charterhouse, Eric Archibald McNair [1894 - 1918]. He went on to join the Royal Sussex 
Regiment and in February 1916 he was awarded the Victoria Cross: the only Charterhouse V.C. That August he 
was severely wounded, and although he later returned to active service on a Staff appointment he eventually died 
in hospital, seemingly from late complications of his wound.  
There is a particular but by no means unique irony in this close schooldays association of two young men whose 
wartime experiences turned out so completely opposite. 
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2 Eric Robertson Dodds [1893 - 1979] After leaving Oxford in 1917 with a First Class degree in Classics he 
pursued a teaching and academic career. In 1924 he became a professor of Greek in the University of 
Birmingham. Whilst there he appointed to a lectureship the poet Louis MacNeice; they went on to become close 
friends, and he later acted as MacNeice’s literary executor. Another friend was W.H. Auden. In 1936 he went to 
Oxford as Regius Professor of Greek.  
Following World War II he assisted in rebuilding the German educational system. He wrote extensively, 
including some poetry of his own. He had a longstanding, but sceptical, interest in the supernatural and the 
occult; from 1927 he served on the council of the Society for Psychical Research, and as its president 
1961 - 1963. 
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3 Ulster is the northernmost of the 4 original provinces of Ireland, the other 3 being Leinster to the south-east, 
Munster to the south-west & Connacht to the west. Historically it comprised 9 counties, of which only 6 were 
eventually included in Northern Ireland, as defined by the Government of Ireland Act 1920: hence, common 
usage notwithstanding, today’s Northern Ireland and historical Ulster are not synonymous. 
4 William Butler Yeats [1865 - 1939] Irish poet and dramatist, and himself an arch-romanticist. These lines from 
his poem The Second Coming are often taken to refer to Ireland and the Irish over the period leading up to 1920 
when it was written, although the poem as a whole has a wider focus.  
5 William Ewart Gladstone [1809 - 1898] British Liberal Party statesman and prime minister, 1868 - 1874, 
1880 - 1885, 1886 & 1892 - 1894. 
6 Lord Randolph Henry Spencer Churchill [1849 - 1895] British Conservative Party statesman and father of 
Winston Spencer Churchill. [See footnote 33, p.14.] 
7 Herbert Henry Asquith [1852 - 1928] British Liberal Prime Minister April 1908 - December 1916, when he 
was succeeded by David Lloyd-George. [See footnote 15, p.9.] His own son Raymond Asquith [1878 - 1916] 
was killed on the Somme in September 1916: a handsome, outstandingly talented man who seemed to many to 
epitomise the lost wartime generation. 
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8 The Home Rule Act 1914 finally received Assent on 18th September that year. By common consent its 
implementation was suspended for a year, or for the duration of the War. Meanwhile by a late amendment Ulster 
had been excluded from its provisions, temporarily and subject to further negotiations: a scheme accepted by the 
Unionists faute de mieux but which satisfied no-one. 
9 John Edward Bernard Seely [1868 - 1947] He became Secretary of State at the War Office in 1912, where he 
worked closely with Sir John French. 
10 Sir John Spencer Ewart [1861 - 1930] He was appointed Adjutant-General to the forces and second military 
member of the Army Council in 1910. 
11 Sir John Denton Pinkstone French [1852 - 1925] He was appointed C.I.G.S. in March 1912, and was promoted 
Field Marshal in June 1913. Following on from his resignation, to Winston Churchill he appeared ‘a broken 
man’. He was nonetheless appointed Commander of the British Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders on 
the outbreak of war the following month; he continued as such until his replacement by Sir Douglas Haig in 
December 1915.  
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As Viscount French of Ypres he then served as C.-in-C. Home Forces until May 1918, when he was appointed 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. His period of office, until May 1921, covered the greater part of the 3 turbulent 
post-War years during which the Southern Irish finally prised themselves loose from the United Kingdom. The 
Anglo-Irish Treaty formalising the separation of the 26 southern counties as an independent state was signed in 
December 1921. He contributed to the conscription crisis in 1918 by arresting 73 Sinn Féin leaders on suspicion 
of conspiracy with the Germans, for which there was no convincing evidence whatsoever. 
12 No such undertaking was given as to action any against the Nationalists. 
13 On the declaration of war, John Redmond [1856 - 1918] leader of the Irish Parliamentary Party, a moderate 
and committed to a constitutional settlement, pledged his Party, and by extension that section of Irish opinion 
which it aspired to represent, to support the Allied war effort. Edward Carson for the Unionists [See footnote 70, 
p.33.] did likewise, but from a Party of ultra-loyalists that was only to be expected. In the shorter term 
Redmond’s gesture, generous against the background of recent events, undoubtedly strengthened his political 
hand, but it was at odds with the spirit of the times, particularly in provincial Ireland. Its longer term effect was 
fundamentally to weaken the IPP’s influence, even before the 1916 Easter Rising and the 1918 conscription 
crisis. 
14 The Rising had only limited public support in Ireland at the time, not least because the rebels openly declared 
their allegiance to the Central Powers, which went far beyond general acceptance, but the subsequent execution 
of 16 of its leaders and internment of 1,480 other participants or alleged participants excited more sympathy. 
It nonetheless triggered attempts to bring the Home Rule Act into effect forthwith, to forestall further unrest, but 
these ran into the sand as agreement still could not be reached on key points. 
15 David Lloyd George [1863 - 1945] He was Chancellor of the Exchequer under Asquith from 1908. In early 
1915 he joined Churchill as one of the so-called ‘Easterners’, calling for assaults in the Balkans and the eastern 
Mediterranean so as to break the deadlock on the Western Front. In May that year he became Minister of 
Munitions and subsequently took credit for overcoming the serious shell shortage which was bedevilling the 
British war effort.  
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In July 1916 following Lord Kitchener’s death at sea, Lloyd George was appointed his successor as Secretary of 
State for War. In December 1916 he replaced Asquith as Prime Minister. He continued as such through the 
Victory of 1918, the Armistice and the Versailles Peace Conference, and into the early post-war years. In 
1921 - 22 he oversaw the eventual partitioning of Ireland. He fell from office in October 1922. 
16 See also p. 45. 
17 See also footnote 11, p.8. 
18 Reginald Walter Macan [1848 - 1941] Master of University College 1906 - 1923. He was himself educated at 
Charterhouse [1864 - 1867] and later became a member of the School’s Governing Body [1896 - 1928, ie. until 
the age of 80]. His cousin Francis William Macan [1851 - 1916] was another Carthusian; who also ended his 
days at the London Charterhouse, as a beneficiary of the School’s twin foundation for the care of elderly 
gentlemen. An older brother Arthur Vernon Macan [1843 - 1908] educated in Dublin earned distinction and 
eventually a knighthood as an obstetrician and gynæcologist. Earlier in his career he had served as a medical 
volunteer with the Prussian army during the Franco-Prussian War.  
R.W. Macan’s son Robert Basil Macan [1882 - 1915] was at Charterhouse too, 1896 - 1899. He went on to join 
the Indian Army. He was killed in action in Flanders. 
19 Luxembourg too had been overrun. 
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20 Clive Staples Lewis [1898 - 1963] Later a distinguished academic, author and Christian thinker. Insofar as it 
reflects on the theme of this paper his early career is described in the main text. See p.45 et seq. for an outline of 
his war service, also footnote 96, p.46.  
21 Epidemic typhus is caused by infection with the bacterium Rickettsia prowazekii, which is transmitted not 
directly person to person but via the body louse acting as a carrier or ‘vector’, so that epidemics can occur only 
in populations amongst whom louse infestation is widespread. According to one contemporary account: ‘Doctors 
who have recently returned from Serbia report dark-brown patches, as big as half-crowns, on the skins of 
wounded natives, which on touching begin to move - a clotted scab of lice!’ There is no animal reservoir, or 
rather the reservoir is man himself.  
The crucial rôle of the louse was established by Howard Taylor Ricketts of the University of Chicago in 1910; 
Ricketts himself caught typhus as a result of his studies and died that same year. The genus of bacteria to which 
typhus belongs is named in his honour.  

 



���������	�
�����
��������

�������

�� �
���� �
�	����
�� 
��<������
�!� ����� ��� ���
�� :DG! GGG������
��$��E%G��
��
�
� ��� ���� ��
���
�
	����� ���
��� ���� 5��� ��� ���
�� ����� ����
����
� �

 �� 
���� ���� 
���� :GG������� 5����
/���5������� 7	���� D<!� 
���
�� ���
������ �
� ���� ,
��
�� 1����� 7

�����!� �� ������ ��� ������� ���
���� ����� 
�� ��� 
�������� �����
��  
��������� �������� ��

�
�� 
�� E �� �9����� :;:%� ��� �
	���
N��������� ��
�������!� 	��
���
����4�Q� �
�����
�
� �� � �

�����
� ����
��������� ���4�Q� ���
����
���
��� �����C���� ������
� ���� 7	����#
� 
���K� �
�� ���
� ���� � ������
!� ���� �����!� 
����
� ����
��
���
��
��Q��������
#���

�����
� �
� ���� ����
#� 
��� ���������� ����	�����!� �	�� ���
���� ���� ��
�������
���!�

����������� ��� 9������ 9�����  �
	���� DE!� ���� ��������� ����� 
�� /��������
�  �
	���� D%� ��

���
�� ����� ����
���!� ��� ���� ���
��� ���� �
��� ������ �
� 
	��
���N�������� ������� ������#4�����
�
���

�����	
���
��������������������������
�����
 �����������
��������������������
������
�������� L
���
 DJ� ������ ���� ��8
���� ���� 
������ ��������� 
	���

�� 7	� ���#
� ���
��
� �����
                                                                                                                                                                      
Historically typhus has been common, with frequent outbreaks in confined populations, hence some of its old 
names: ship fever, hospital fever, jail fever. Larger epidemics have often followed wars or natural disasters, with 
the risks of transmission compounded by population movements, close living and uncleanliness, and normal 
resilience reduced by privation, wounds and other disease. Epidemic typhus compounded the effects of the Irish 
Potato Famine in the 1840’s. It was a major ‘natural’ cause of death in the German concentration camps during 
the Second World War; amongst its victims was Anne Frank, in Bergen-Belsen. 
Symptoms include severe headache and muscular pains, a high fever, chills, cough, a typical rash beginning after 
5 days and delirium. Untreated, the mortality rate typically runs around 10% - 40% but may exceed 50% 
amongst patients who are otherwise vulnerable. Survivors recover after about 2 weeks. Until the antibiotic era 
there was no treatment beyond good nursing care, when available, but meticulous delousing could effectively 
protect individuals from infection and check epidemics. This was the key to Richard Hunter’s success in Serbia 
in 1915 [See below, footnote 23.] which provided powerful confirmation of Ricketts’ work. An effective vaccine 
was first developed in 1930. 
Doctors and nurses treating typhus patients are themselves notoriously vulnerable to cross-infection, as the 
mortality rate amongst the Serb doctors demonstrates. 
Through the later 19th and early 20th centuries the incidence of typhus in Europe steadily fell, alongside general 
improvements in health and hygiene. In Ireland in the 10 years 1871 - 1880 there were 7,495 reported typhus 
deaths, in the 3 years 1909 - 1911 just 143. The upsurge in Serbia and elsewhere during the War ran sharply 
counter to the former peacetime trend. 
22 Relapsing fever is caused by infection with the spirochaete bacterium Borrelia recurrentis. Its mode of 
transmission, via the body louse, the risk factors for epidemic disease, its general symptoms and its mortality 
rate, its treatment and control measures are all similar to those for typhus. 
23 Dr. William Hunter [1861 - 1937] He studied medicine in Edinburgh. From 1895 he was affiliated to Charing 
Cross Hospital and to the London Fever Hospital. During his service in Serbia he developed a simple, effective 
and eventually widely-used delousing device which became known as the Serbian Barrel. This was an old 
oil-drum or suchlike with the bottom knocked out and replaced by wire mesh, in which infested clothes were 
steamed over boiling water for 45 minutes, killing both lice and eggs.  
24 Mme. Mabel Grouitch née Mabel Dunlop, an American citizen. She was clearly committed, energetic and 
persuasive; she and her husband [See below, footnote 25] made a formidable but popular team. She commenced 
her fundraising efforts within weeks of the outbreak of war. She was influential in the establishment of the 
British based Serbian Relief Fund under the Patronage of Queen Mary, one of whose first hospital units, Lady 
Paget’s, left for Serbia as early as 29th October 1914. [See footnotes 52, p.29 & 79, p.37.] 
25 Dr. Slavko Grouitch, a Serb. He was a career diplomat who originally met his wife in 1901 while he was 
Secretary to the Serbian legation in Athens and she was studying archæology there. Between the Wars he served 
long-term as Yugoslav Minister to Washington then for a period in the 1930s as Yugoslav Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary in London. He was created an honorary British knight for diplomatic services. 
26 See footnote 37, p.16. 
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27 Archduke Franz Ferdinand [1863 - 1914] Heir Apparent to the Austrian throne. He was cousin to the original 
Heir Apparent, Crown Prince Rudolf, the son of the Habsburg Emperor Franz Joseph and Empress Elisabeth of 
Austria, who died without issue at the royal hunting lodge in Mayerling on 30th January 1889, in a probable 
suicide pact with his mistress the Baroness Mary Vetsera. 
28 Duchess of Hohenberg [1868 - 1914] She was born Countess Sophie Chotek. In her own right she ranked only 
as minor nobility; nonetheless a the Archduke fell in love with her and entirely contrary to protocol he insisted 
on marrying her. Pope Leo XIII, Tsar Nicholas II of Russia, and the German Emperor Wilhelm II all made 
representations to Emperor Franz Joseph on his behalf. Eventually it was agreed that the couple should contract a 
morganatic marriage; hence their children were barred from succession, nor was Sophie permitted to share her 
husband's rank, title, or precedence. 
29 It was on 28th June, St. Vitus’ day, 1389 that the Serbs were defeated by the Ottoman Turks at the Battle of 
Kosovo, following which Serbia remained a Turkish vassal state for many centuries; but as proud legend had it, 
that very day a surviving Serb found his way into the Ottoman camp and assassinated the Sultan, Murad, in his 
hour of victory. The Archduke and his advisors would have done well to heed the anniversary. Bosnia and 
Herzegovina were former Turkish provinces which had been placed under the protection of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire by the Treaty of Berlin in 1878. Both included in their populations large minorities of 
Serbs who had counted on eventual complete independence, or incorporation into a Greater Serbia, as a step 
towards an eventual pan-Slav state: a move however which would have been hotly contested by the other ethnic 
groupings. Instead they had been formally annexed by Austro-Hungary in 1908, and Serb sensibilities were still 
raw. [See also footnote 91, p.44.] 
30 Randall Davidson [1848 - 1930] Archbishop of Canterbury 1903 - 1928; on his retirement he had been the 
longest-serving Archbishop of Canterbury since the Reformation. 
31 In a speech reported in The Times on 1st July 1914 Asquith declared: ‘We are once more confronted with one 
of those incredible crimes which almost make us despair of the progress of mankind.’ 
As recorded in the Archbishop’s diary, on 31st July 1914 they discussed the current crisis at some length; he 
opined: ‘The position, were it not so tragic, is almost ludicrous.’ Asquith described Serbia as: ‘ a wild little state 
… for which nobody has a good word, so badly has it behaved’ and expressed the view that ‘France and Russia, 
and still more Germany, are averse to going to War - and Germany is actively eager to the contrary’: a fine piece 
of wishful thinking and in complete misapprehension of German intentions, long formulated, as events were 
shortly to demonstrate. 
32 There were many casualties amongst medical volunteers in the Balkans before the War’s end. They included 
Catherine Harley, sister of Sir John French [See footnote 11, p.8] who was killed by shellfire commanding a 
column of motor ambulances in Macedonia in 1917. 
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33 Winston Spencer Churchill [1874 - 1965] Later and famously British Prime Minister 1940 - 1945 during the 
Second World War in succession to Neville Chamberlain, but at the time in question First Lord of the Admiralty 
[1911 - 1915]. When Asquith formed his all-party coalition government in May 1915, the Conservatives 
demanded Churchill’s removal as part of their price for co-operation. Later that year he rejoined the army on the 
Western Front as Battalion Commander of the 6th Royal Scots Fusiliers.  
He remained persona non grata for the time being through his shared responsibility in the Gallipoli débâcle. 
[See below, p. 16.] until in July 1917 Lloyd George brought him back into the government as Minister of 
Munitions. Post-war in January 1919 he became Secretary of State for War and Secretary of State for Air, then in 
1921 Secretary of State for the Colonies. As such he was a signatory of the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921, which 
established the Irish Free State. 
34 Lieutenant Edward Hilton Young R.N.V.R. [1879 - 1960] See Booklist. [See also footnote 81, p.38.] 
35 See footnote 76, p.36. 
36 John Buchan [1875 - 1940] Author and publisher, wartime propagandist and intelligence chief. In 1935 he was 
created Baron Tweedsmuir and appointed Governor General of Canada. 
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37 At the outset of the Great War the chief powers allied against Germany and Austro-Hungary, and from 
October 1914 Turkey, were Great Britain, with her overseas Dominions, France and Russia. In Britain at least, 
the enemy were commonly dubbed ‘The Central Powers’; herself and those chief allies ‘The Entente Powers’, 
after the Ententes with France and Russia, informal diplomatic agreements short of full treaties, which together 
with the formal treaties guaranteeing Belgian neutrality brought her into the War.  
These intimations of unforced goodwill drew a veil over the consideration that subsidiary to the Franco-Russian 
Alliance of 1892, France and Russia did indeed have a full and fierce military convention binding them, in very 
specific terms, to mutual military support in the event of war with any part of the existing Triple Alliance of 
Germany, Austro-Hungary or Italy; those terms were not made public until 1918.  
Italy prudently withdrew from the Triple Alliance in August 1914, rather than join in the War, on the good 
grounds that this was a defensive treaty, whereas her co-signatories were on the offensive. Germany however, 
despite taking the leading rôle throughout, continued to consider herself part of an Alliance, variously numbered 
as the War progressed. [See footnote 75, p.35.] 
Also veiled was the reality that the Franco-British Entente included military ‘conversations’, for long concealed 
even from the British cabinet and certainly from Parliament, which led on to a settled military [including naval] 
expectation of joint action in the event of war and, crucially, to prior plans and dispositions in expectation of 
such action. Any last-minute repudiation by either side would leave both parties in a worse case than if they had 
never worked together at all. 
Of other European nations, Belgium, although largely overrun, was ‘in’ from the outset, with a small army 
fighting alongside the French and British on the Western Front; Italy declared war on Austria in May 1915; 
Germany declared war on Portugal in March 1916; the USA declared war on Germany in April 1917. 
In the Balkans, Serbia was the flashpoint of the entire catastrophe. Montenegro too was ‘in’ from the outset, and 
alongside Serbia eventually fell to the Austrians in January 1916; Bulgaria declared war on Serbia in October 
1915, Germany and Austro-Hungary on Romania in August 1916, Bulgaria on Romania in October 1916. 
Elsewhere around the globe, Japan was a covertly significant player whose entry into the War in Britain’s 
support in August 1914 had little direct influence in the European theatre but served Japan’s expansionist aims in 
the Pacific and in mainland China, sowing the seeds of a later disaster. 
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38 In Churchill’s own words, to ‘stop men chewing barbed wire in Flanders’. 
39 See footnote 62, p.32. 
40 The Palestine and Mesopotamia campaigns against the Turks fell into a different category, given the vital 
strategic importance of the Suez Canal, hence of Egypt, and of India. 
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41 See footnote 65, p.32. 
42 In his diary entry for Tuesday 2nd November 1915 Lieutenant-Colonel Charles à Court Repington 
[1858 - 1925] military correspondent for The Times, quotes a report that: ‘Kragugevatch, the Serbian arsenal has 
fallen and the enemy is now close on Nish. … The German spies sit in rows on the quay a Salonika smoking 
large cigars, and note down every man, horse, gun and ton of stores landed.’ He comments: ‘This is a nice way 
to make war! … There is going to be a nice mess here soon.’ 
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43 Volunteer personnel serving in war zones were well advised to ensure Red Cross accreditation in the country 
of service, particularly so if they were citizens of any of the combatant nations. Technically at least this gave 
them a degree of immunity in the event of capture by the enemy. Otherwise they were themselves at risk of 
being regarded as combatants, or as spies. Because none of Great Britain’s Allies, other than the Americans late 
in the war, had military medical services on a par with the R.A.M.C., British and other volunteers in various 
units got up to serve those countries ‘under the Red Cross’ chiefly worked in what were military hospitals in all 
but name.  
44 During the Great War V.A.D. ‘nurses’ provided nursing care alongside fully trained nurses, of whom there 
were not nearly enough; sometimes leading to friction between the ‘professionals’ and the ‘amateurs’. The 
movement was founded in 1910 under the auspices of the British Red Cross and the St. John’s Ambulance 
Association. It quickly expanded after the outbreak of war, numbering 80,000 volunteers by 1916.  
Following on the foundation of the Territorial Force [T.F.] later the Territorial Army [T.A.] in 1907 as a reserve 
formation for the British army, the creation of the V.A.D. further reflected the realisation that a major European 
war was becoming likely, if not inevitable, and that Britain’s small standing army and its civilian support 
services would then gain a vital edge from rapid reinforcement by pre-trained reservists. 
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45 Louis Colville Gray Clarke [1881 - 1960] Appearances notwithstanding, he was no mere epicene æsthete. 
Before and after the Great War he travelled widely and intrepidly on archæological expeditions and in search of 
objets d’art. Immediately post-war he took a degree in anthropology as a mature student at Exeter College, 
Oxford. He then transferred his allegiance to Cambridge where in 1922 he became an energetic and effective 
curator of the University’s museum of archaeology and ethnology, and in 1929 a fellow of Trinity Hall. He saw 
the Fitzwilliam safely and well through the difficult years of the Second World War. His judicious purchases, 
personal donations and eventually a generous bequest in his will contributed impressively to its collections. 
46 Dr. Elsie Inglis [See footnote 47 below.] an enthusiast for the Serbs themselves, likened them to the Irish. She 
had worked in Dublin for a time early in her career, so this can be taken as an informed opinion. 
Dr. Slavka Mihajlovic a Serb woman doctor writing of her Wartime experiences describes suburban Belgrade 
pre-War, with an implicit sigh, as: ‘a quiet town, its gardens full of sweet-smelling roses, carnations, jasmines 
and lilacs, with walnut trees branching in the yards, and streets full with the intoxicating smell of lime and acacia 
blossoms’.  
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47 Dr. Elsie Maud Inglis [1864 - 1917] Of Scottish descent but born in British India, she trained in medicine in 
Edinburgh, London and Dublin, at a time when this was still a controversial career for a woman. She became a 
prominent Edinburgh doctor and suffragist. In 1914, with others, she founded the Scottish Women’s Hospitals 
which sent hospital units under the Red Cross to France, the Balkans and elsewhere throughout the Great War. 
She herself headed one of these units in Serbia 1915 - 1916, then another in Romania, 1916 - 1917. Days after 
her eventual return home from Romania in November 1917 she died of cancer. 
48 See footnote 34, p.13. 



���������	�
�����
��������

�������

���
�����
����� �����
�� ���
	��� 
	���
�
� �� ��������� ��  ������ �
	������	����N�
� ���� 
�
���
�	�
#!� ��
�� ���� ������� 
�� :;:E� 
�����
� ����  �����
� ����
���� 
������� 	���
� �
�
�
�
���	
	
����
��


�������
�������/��	�����
��!�� ��-	�������	���
�������������
����������
�
������������
���
�

��
��
����������������������
 �0��
�������
�����
�����������������������
����
���
�
�������������������������
	�!�

�������� ��������
�������
��������
	����������

������ �
� ��
	��� ���
�� ����� 
������ ����N
����
��� 	� ��
!� ����
����	���#���	����#
����
	���
����
��	����������������
����
��������!������� ���� ����

�
������
	��

����
�����������

����
�������������
�����"���������
��!��
�
��
���� ��������
����������� 
������
 ��
��������
����
A
����
����
��
����!����������������������������
�� !��
�����������������
������
������������!�


� ����� ����"������
� �
	��� ��� �
���������� ����� �
	� ��8	
�� �
� ��
���� ����� ����� ����� �� ����
����
�����!�
	��
��
������

"������������ �����
�����

������� ��
�������
������� ��������	���
����
������	
�����
�����
 �����
!� ���� ����
� ���� �
��� �
� �� 
��������� ����
�
� � �
� ����	���� ��������!� ���� �
� �
	���
�
� 
��
��� �������� �����!� 
�
	��� ������ ��� ���� ���
�� ����
�
�� �������� ��
�� ���� �
�����
/	���������
	�����
��:;:%����!��	�
�����1������
�
� �������������������
����

	����
�����
�	�������� ��
�����!� �������� 
����J!GGG����	���� ���� � ��

�
� ���� 

��� ���
���� 

�����
!� ����
�����������������
��������
!��
�������������������

�������� ��
	������� ��
� ������� ��������4� ���� ���
��� �� �
� �	��� �
� ���� ����������� 7������
������������
����������/��	������?	��!������1������ ����2	

����
	��
��!�����
��������
��!�
�
� ���������� ���?
��� �	����#
� ������ ���
	��!� ����� � �� ������ ����� ��� ��
� ����
� ���� ����� 
��
�
�
������
���!��
������
�	������� �����
���
������� ������
�����������
��!�����������������
���
�
���!��
	��������������	

�
�
���������
���������� ��������
����
�����������������

�����
�	
�����
���������	�	��������
��

�
��������������� ����
����
!�
	��
����������������
������

�
��� �	�� �������� 
�
�������� ��� ��
� ������
���� ���� 
�
4� ���
��� -	�
��
�� �� ���������
�������� ��
� ��� ��

������ �	����#
� N�������� 
	��

�� �
�#� 
�� �� �
	���� ��


���� ��
� ��� �����
��
	������#
!� �
	����

� �
������� �
� �	����� ��� ���� � ��� 	����� ��
� �
������� �������������
�����
����� ������
!� ��
�� ���� ��
�!� ��� ����� ����
� �
 � ����
�� ��
� �
���
� 	�
������ ����
�
��
�������
����������
����������
��	����
����
�
� �
	�����������������������
���
�����
�
��������
���
��

��������
!�
����������
	�������� 
�������������
#���
�
����	��!���
��������
���������
	�������������������

���� 
�� ���
� ����� �
� �
������ ��� ����� 
�� ���� ������� � 

�	��4� ������
� ������������� 
��
��
	������#
� �������
�
!� 
�� ��� ���
�� ������������ �� ��������
�!� ������� 

��� ����� ��� 
�������
�	
��
� ������
�������!�����
	����������
��
������� �����������
��������5������������������
�
	��� ����� ��������� �
��� ����� �
� 
����� 
��� ���� ���� ������!� ����� ����� ���� 
��
����� �����
�������!��
�-	�
��
���������	������!�
�������������� �������	�
���������� �
������������������
���
������ �
� ����  ������ $�������� 7�
�
��� ���� ������ ��
� �����	����� ���� EIG��	�
� ����
�
���0��
!�
���������
�������������
������	��
����� �����������	���
�<G��!���������	�����


���ED����
����
��5���� ���� 
�� ���
� ����� �
	��� 
��
 �� 	�� ��������� ����� ��

�� ��� ���
	��!�
��
����������
���������������
#�������
�����������
 ���

��
	������� ���� �
�� ����� ���� �	(	��� 
�� ����
����!� �
 �� ����� �� ������ 
�������� ��� ���� ������
L�
������ ��
�� �
���� ��� �
�� ������������� ������8�
�� ���!� �


����� ��
�� 
	����
�� ��
�
�!� 
��

������ ��� ��������!� ���� ����
� ������� �
� ����� ��

�� � ���� ���
�� ���� 
���
�!� 
�
��� 
��

	�������� ������
�� ,�� 
���
��� � ����� ���	����� ���� ������� �
� �������� 

	��� ����� �
� �������
����
����
��
����
�����������������
��������������
 �����"����
�����������	���
��������

�
�



���������	�
�����
��������

��� ���

������������
�����
�����������������������	�������� ������!�

��
��
������
��
���
������

��


	������� �
	��
� ��� ������ ������� ���� ������ ���� ���� �� ����!� 
�� ��� ������ ����� ������
�
����������
��������������!������������
	��������� �����
������������!������������	
���������
����������

�������������

������
	�����

!������
	 ��������
��
������������!�����	
�������
�	
��������
�
�
��������������

�
���������������

 ��
������������������
	����#
���������
����� �
�����
����� ��
�������� ���������� 
�� ����� ���� � ����
����
� ���������
� ������ �
�
���������

������������������������������
��
��
���������
���� 
�������	�	��� ��
�
��N �������,������
������#!� �
� �
�������� ��� �� 3���	 � ����

�� 
��DI �� �$��
���!� �������� �
���
������ ���� =��
���
���������	
������ '����
��
�����
	��������

!� ������ =����1���������
���	������ E;�
�	���	��
������!� ������ ��� ������ ���� 
�
��� ���� ����
� ������ �
 � ����� ��
� 
�� ������ =���� L���� %G!� ��
���������� ���� ������
���� �
�����!� ���������� �
� ��
� ����� ������ 	�� ��
	��� ���� ����� ����

�������

�.�N9���
��������!���
���
	��
�����
����" ��
�������
���
	!��
��
��
��
	���
��
�
��� �
	� ����!� ����
	�� ��
�
�
	���1�
�� �
	�� 
���� �
� � 
	�� �
	����!� �
� ���� ���� �����
�� �
	��
�	���
��
������������

�
!�"������
����������
	O#�� ����
�
���
���������
��
������=���!��������
�������
�������������!���������������������
������� ���������������������
	�������������

���� �����
	
� ����� ���� �	
�����
� ���� ��������� ��� ��
 ��!� �(�������� �� �����
���!� �����
��
	��������� ��������� ���� ��
	��������� �
���
4� ���� 
�� ������������ -	������� ����� �����
��
�
��
	
������	�
����������������
	�����
!������� ���EG!GGG�
����������

�
���������

���
�

�� ��� %:�� A
�!� 
�� ���� �
���� ���������� �
���� 
�� :E������ ���� 
�
�
� :G������  �����!� 
�� ����

                                                      
49 King, or Tsar, Ferdinand of Bulgaria [1861 - 1948] He was born Prince Ferdinand Maximilian Karl Leopold 
Maria of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha. He was Prince Regnant, and later King, from 1887. He abdicated in 1918, in 
the aftermath of Bulgaria’s defeat in the Great War. He was well-known as an author, botanist and philatelist, 
also as a bisexual. He took regular holidays on Capri, then an acknowledged haunt for wealthy gay men. It 
became the custom for visiting dignitaries seeking his favour to be accompanied by a handsome young equerry. 
Nonetheless he took his dynastic responsibilities seriously; in 1893 he married Princess Marie Louise of 
Bourbon-Parma [1870 – 1899] and before her early death they had 4 children; his eldest son later succeeded him 
as Boris III. [See also footnote 84, p.40.] 
50 King Peter of Serbia [1844 - 1921] He became Serbia’s first constitutional monarch following the bloody coup 
in 1903 in which his predecessor King Alexander, and Alexander’s Queen, Queen Draga, were assassinated in 
the Royal Palace in Belgrade and their bodies hacked to pieces by members of the Black Hand conspiracy, which 
11 years later also lay behind the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife, [See footnote 91, 
p.44.] In June 1914 because of his increasing ill health his second son Alexander was made Regent, but he 
survived the War and in December 1918 he accepted the monarchy of the newly declared Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes, later to become Yugoslavia. On his death Alexander succeeded him. Alexander was 
himself assassinated by a Macedonian patriot whilst on a state visit to France in 1934. 
51 At the root of Austria’s failure in 1914 was that so soon as she began to bombard Belgrade on 29th July, Russia 
mobilised in Serbia’s support, so that what had been intended as a crushing, all-out assault was immediately 
unbalanced and weakened through her unlooked for new commitments on the Russian front.  
German support against Russia, as guaranteed by treaty [the Triple Alliance of Germany, Austro-Hungary and 
Italy] and confirmed by fresh German reassurances that very month, and lacking which the crisis could certainly 
have been contained, counted for less than it might. Germany’s grand strategy, come the general war she had 
worked for, was to knock out Russia’s ally France first before turning her attention eastwards, thus side-stepping 
the risk of war on two fronts. It was supposed that a rapid French collapse and slow Russian mobilisation, 
together with all the east-west railway lines laid across Germany in anticipation over the preceding years, would 
permit a sufficiently swift turnabout.  
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Contrary to German expectation, her assault on France via Belgium brought Great Britain, and her Empire, into 
the War too. British involvement helped to ensure what was likely in any case: that France would not easily be 
crushed but would fight on, tying down the German armies which should soon have sped east. Meanwhile Russia 
mobilised far more swiftly, then fought far more effectively, than had been supposed possible. With no side 
holding a decisive advantage, the protagonists were now meshed in mutual deadlock. The cycle of disaster was 
complete; nothing that followed over the coming four very bloody years was more than an epicycle on the 
trajectory of tragedy. 
The grimmest irony, albeit minuscule in the face of so much else and worse, was that Austria’s attempt to swat 
the Serbian gadfly, which had been the proximate cause of all of this and which originally had the tacit support, 
or at least the acquiescence, of much of Europe, only Russia vocally dissenting, concluded in abject Austrian 
humiliation. 
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52 The First British Farmers’ Hospital was one of 4 wartime hospitals established and maintained in Serbia by the 
British based Serbian Relief Fund, the other 3 being the Second British Farmers’ Hospital at Pojarevatz, 
Mrs. Stobart’s Hospital at Kragujevac and Lady Paget’s Hospital at Skopje. The Fund also gave support to 
several other hospitals and an orphanage. 
53 Ruby B. Loch [circa 1885 - ?] was born in Ajmere, India, the daughter of Lieutenant-Colonel William Loch 
[See footnote 54, below.] and his wife Caroline. Hence at the date in question she was about 30 years old. 
Post-war in 1919 she married, becoming Mrs. Trafford. No further details have been found. 
54 Lieutenant-Colonel William Loch [1845 - 1912] was British Resident in Kathmandu, Nepal 1899 - 1901. 
[It was by virtue of a treaty between British India and Nepal that the British were permitted to recruit Gurkha 
volunteers into the Indian Army.] At his death he was survived by his wife and daughter; a son Granville had 
predeceased him.  
55 Companion of [the Order of] the Indian Empire. 
56 Very possibly the Naval Mission and its hospital earned a mention in the original draft but the Censor struck 
this out. They were however acknowledged in The Times of 11th November. After listing British hospital units 
operating in Serbia, including the ‘British Eastern Auxiliary Naval Hospital at Belgrade’, some of which were 
now known or likely to be in enemy hands, the paper’s special correspondent adds: ‘The naval hospital at 
Belgrade appears to have been evacuated before the Austrians entered the town.’ 
57 This was most likely at Torlak. Doubtless the two hospital units evacuated together. [See p. 30.] 
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58 See p. 17 et seq. 
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59 Anton Ludwig August von Mackensen [1849 - 1945] He joined the German army in 1869 and served in the 
Franco-Prussian War [1870 - 1871]. In 1891 he was promoted to the General Staff in Berlin. There he came 
under the influence of the Chief of Staff Alfred von Schlieffen [1833 - 1913] originator of the Schlieffen plan for 
the German assault on France which was eventually put into effect in August 1914. When von Schlieffen retired 
in 1906 some saw Mackensen as a possible successor; but in the event the appointment went to Helmuth von 
Moltke ‘the Younger’ [1848 - 1916].  
At the outbreak of war, von Mackensen was appointed to command on the Eastern Front, initially of the XVII 
Army Corps then, following early successes, of the new Ninth Army. After his further success in Serbia he 
commanded a multi-national army in Romania, where he was promoted Field Marshal and in 1917 appointed 
military Governor.  
After taking Belgrade, he erected a monument there, commemorating the heroism of the Serb defenders. 
Post-war he eventually became a nominal supporter of Hitler and the Nazis but his true sympathies were 
monarchist. During the Second World War he permitted his disaffection to become so obvious that he was 
perhaps fortunate to be permitted to die of old age. 
60 General Sir Bryan Mahon [1862 - 1930] He won fame in the Boer War as the reliever of Mafeking. At the 
outbreak of the Great War, he was appointed to the command of the 10th Irish Division which he led at Gallipoli 
before its transfer to Salonica. He handed over as British commander in Salonica to Lt-Gen George Milne [1866 
- 1948] in May 1916. Milne then remained in post until the War’s end. Mahon was C. in C. Ireland 1917 - 1918; 
post-war he became a Senator of the Irish Free State. 
61 General Maurice Sarrail [1856 - 1929] He was a radical socialist and given to political intrigue. From August 
1914 he was Commander of the French Third Army. General Joseph Joffre [1852 - 1931] the French C. in C., 
who disliked him, took the opportunity to remove him from that post the following July in the light of the Third 
Army’s heavy casualty figures. Under political pressure he was then appointed to command French forces in 
Gallipoli but through changed circumstances he eventually went to Salonica. From January 1916 he was given 
command of all Allied forces in the region.  
Sarrail was retired, as much on political as on military grounds, in December 1917, to be replaced by General 
Marie Louis Adolphe Guillaumat [1863 - 1940], but following early German successes in their spring offensives 
in 1918 Guillaumat was swiftly recalled to take charge of the defence of Paris. He was replaced by General 
Franchet d’Esperry [1856 - 1942] a man ‘of tremendous energy and intimidating demeanour’ who became 
known to British troops as ‘Desperate Frankie’, and who then remained in command until the War’s end. 
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62 The move was both belated and precipitate. A week later on Tuesday 12th October Colonel Repington, records 
in his diary a conversation with Sir William Robertson [1860 - 1933] Chief of the General Staff: ‘Viviani [Rene 
Viviani 1862 - 1925] the French Prime Minister … came over to the Cabinet last week, and was full of sending 
400,000 men to Salonika; but on investigation this plan was ruled out as nothing could be hoped from it within 
the time available.’ Nonetheless, following further discussions between Lord Kitchener [1850 - 1916, Secretary 
of State for War] and General Joffre: ‘The Cabinet yesterday agreed to despatch from France 8 divisions to the 
Mediterranean. Robertson says that this is the best way to lose the war that he can think of.’  
Later in this entry and over the following days, Repington [a well-informed, witness, or at least very 
well-connected, but not omniscient nor by any means impartial] goes on to describe further, urgent wrangling, 
both within and betwixt the British and French governments, as to whether and how many troops should be sent, 
and where: to Salonica or to Gallipoli. On Wednesday 13th October he records: ‘The King reported to be very 
angry about the decision of the Cabinet.’ [to send troops]. On Monday October 18th, after a ‘tremendous talk’ 
with Lloyd George [See footnote 15, p.9.] Lord Northcliffe [Alfred Lord Northcliffe 1865 - 1922, proprietor of 
The Times, also of the Daily Mirror , the Daily Mail and the London Evening News] and ‘Jack’ Cowans [Sir John 
Stevens Cowans 1862 - 1921 Army Quartermaster-General] he concludes: ‘I think we all regard Serbia as done 
for, barring a miracle. We have not enough time to send troops properly organised.’ 
63 King Constantine I of the Hellenes [1868 - 1923] He became King in 1913 following the assassination of his 
father, King George I [grandfather of Prince Philip, the present Duke of Edinburgh]. He reigned until 1917 then 
abdicated under Allied pressure in favour of his second son Alexander I [1893 - 1920] and went into exile in 
Switzerland. Following Alexander’s death, he accepted an invitation to resume the throne. He again abdicated in 
1922, following Greek military defeats against the Turks, to be succeeded by his eldest son, George II 
[1890 - 1947]. George had an even more troubled reign, much of which he too spent in exile. He is said to have 
remarked that ‘the most important tool for a King of Greece is a suitcase.’ 
64 Princess Sophie of Prussia [1870 - 1932] She was the daughter of Crown Prince Frederick of Prussia 
[1831 - 1888] who was briefly before his death Kaiser Frederick III, and of Crown Princess Victoria 
[1840 - 1901] Queen Victoria’s and Prince Albert’s eldest daughter: hence yet another of their many 
grandchildren. Victoria [‘Vicky’] and Frederick had 8 children including the future Wilhelm II of whom 
6 survived to adulthood. [See also footnote 89, p.42.] 
65 Eleutherios Venizelos [1864 - 1936] He has been described as ‘probably the most significant politician of 
modern Greece’. He was born on Crete, where he became Prime Minister in 1905. He was Prime Minister of 
mainland Greece from 1910, but resigned in February 1915 after falling out with King Constantine I over the 
question of Greek support for the Allies. He was quickly back in power after his party won a landslide victory in 
the subsequent elections but he was dismissed by the King that autumn after inviting the Allies to land troops at 
Salonica. He then returned home to Crete where he formed a provisional revolutionary government and, with 
 



���������	�
�����
��������

�������

���
	���� ���� ������� ��	
�� ���� ����� ���� �������� 
��� �� ����������� ������ �
���
� �
� ����� ���
���
����!��	��������
	������������
�������������
�� �!�����=����������������������	���������
�
���
���
��

���
�
��������
��������������
������� �"�������������������
�
�����
�
���!��������
��
�������
��
�����������.�����
��
���������������	 
����������=���#
���������
�!�	������������
���

	��!����:;:I���

9��������!� �
� �� �
�����
����� �����
�� ���
	��� ��
� �� .�N����1����
������
�� �(������
�� ��
��
���
������
������������
��������������������������
 �

����������
��
����
��������������
��
����	�
�����
� ��
	���� 	
� �
� �� �

���
�� �
� 	����
	�� ���� �
� ��� ����� �
	��� �� JJ�#� ��� ���
� �
��
�
���!���������� �����
��������������

��
����
���! �������	
�����
��
���������
���������������
'�
�����9��������������������!�

������
��������!�
 �������
��������

���� ��	(� 
�� ���� ���������� ��
����� ��
� ����� �
��� ��� � �
�� ����� �
��� 


����� �� �������
�

	�� �
� �������� ��������� ��� 
	��� �����
�� ���� 1���� �� �
���
� �
� ������ ����� ����� 
������
�������� ����� 
	����!� ���� ���� ����  ����
� ����� ����� � 
��� �

��������!� �
	��� ����� �����

	��������� �
� ������ �	�������� ���
�������!� 
�� �
� 
� ������ ����� ��
�
������ 
	��������� �
� ������
���� �����!� 
�� ����� ������� �
� ������� �� �
��
��� ��� �� �� 

	��� ����� ����
�
�� ����!� ���� ���
����� �

���5
	��� ���� 
	��
������ ��

�
� ������� ����� ���
��� ��	���� 	�� ������������ ��� ����
�����	����
	�!��
��
�������� JI B�

A��	������ ���
� ���
�
� ��� ���� ������
� ��
� ������
��� ��� ��� ���� ���
�����
4� �	����#
� ������
�
�
	��� ����� ����� ��������� ��� 
	������ ����� ���� �����
 � ��� ������ ��� ���� ���
��� ��	���� 	���
A��	������ �

� ������ ����� �
�������� ������	

�
�
4� � �����
� ���� 
	����
�� �
� ����� ���
�� �����
�
�� �
��� 
���
	
�� 1
�� ��

�� 

�������!� ���� 
��	���
 �� ����� �� 	
��	�� 
����� ����� ������ �
�
����� ���� 
�� ���� ������� �
��������
.� �
��� �
�� ������ �� �������� ���� �
�� ��	����

��� 
�������
��

�
� ����� ��� ��
� �������� �

� ���� J>�� �� ��
������
�� ������ ��� ������ �������� �������!�

	���������������������!��
���
�
�������
	����
�9�� ���� �
	����������
��
�����������

���

����
�
� 
�� ���� �����
�� ���

!� ���� ������� �
� �� ��
� ��������� ������!� ���������� ��� ��
�
��	����
	
!� ��

�����
��� ��
���� ��
�� ��� �	�	
�� :; :E� ����� ����� �����,������� 7�������
�
-	���� ��������� ��
������ �� ����
���� J; !� ���� ��

�� �
����	��� �����
�� ��
�� ������

                                                                                                                                                                      
Allied support, planned a coup. This became unnecessary after Constantine’s forced abdication in 1917, 
following which Venizelos returned to power.  
At the Versailles Peace Conference he won a good territorial settlement for Greece but despite this and his other 
achievements, rather like Churchill in 1945, he was defeated in the post-War General Election, in 1920. The new 
pro-royalist government then invited King Constantine I back to the throne. Venizelos was Prime Minister again 
in 1924, 1928 - 1932 and 1933. In 1935 he came out of retirement to support another revolt in Crete, but when 
this failed he was forced into exile in France, where he died the following year.  
66 The author continues, purple with exasperation: ‘Intrigue, duplicity, vengeful racialism, passionate blood-lust, 
weathervane kingcraft, the whole phantasmagoria of Balkan complexity of motive and policy conspired to defeat 
Entente diplomacy.’ John Buchan takes a more sober view: ‘History will record that our difficulties were great, 
but that they were surmountable, and that they were not surmounted.’ 
67 Dr. James Johnston Abraham [See p.18.] who served as a surgeon in Serbia that year suggests in his 
autobiography that it was the typhus epidemic which discouraged earlier reinforcement. That had certainly been 
quelled by midsummer, but with the Allies in any case reluctant to commit too heavily to the Balkans it may 
have served as a further excuse for inaction. 
68 See in particular Repington’s article in The Times of 29th October 1915: ‘England And Serbia. Why Support 
Has Failed., The Centre Of Gravity.’ 
69 See footnote 31, p.13. 
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70 Edward Henry Carson [1854 - 1935] An Irish protestant born in Dublin and originally a fierce opponent of 
Home Rule; he described himself as a ‘Liberal Unionist’. He studied law in Dublin and was called to the Irish 
bar in 1877. In 1892 he became Solicitor-General for Ireland and in 1894 an English QC. He acted for the 
Marquess of Queensberry in the libel action brought against him by Oscar Wilde, another Irishman, in 1895 after 
Queensberry, discovering Wilde’s homosexual relationship with his son Alfred [‘Bosie’] publicly described him 
as a ‘somdomite’. 
In 1900 Carson was appointed solicitor-general for England. In 1910 he became leader of the Irish Unionist MPs 
at Westminster. He entered the cabinet as Attorney-General when Asquith formed a coalition government in 
May 1915. Following his resignation he played a significant rôle in Asquith’s eventual fall and his replacement 
by Lloyd George in December 1916. He was rewarded with a seat in the Cabinet, as First Lord of the Admiralty 
until his replacement in July 1917 by Sir Eric Geddes [1875 - 1937] then as Minister without Portfolio; at that 
critical point in the War Lloyd George appears to have preferred to keep him on in a non-job than to risk his 
potential as an agitator outside the tent. 
He had a substantial influence in the eventual partition of Ireland which he both worked for, as the only apparent 
means to reach a peaceable settlement, and deplored. Butler and Dodds must both surely have understood his 
dilemma; Lewis too perhaps.  
71 See footnote 62,  p.32. 
72 General Joseph Joffre [1852 - 1931]. Joffre had been unenthusiastic over the Salonica expedition. 
73 The Battle of Loos 25th September - 19th October 1915. Further distracting attention from the Balkans that 
autumn was the row which erupted as it became apparent that, despite terrible casualty figures, Loos had been a 
total failure: laid at the door of the British C. in C. Sir John French [1852 - 1925] and leading to his resignation. 
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74 General Erich Ludendorff [1865 - 1937] A militarist through and through who held that peace was merely the 
interval between wars. He was Chief of Staff on the Eastern Front 1914 - 1916 and became Quartermaster-
General of the German army under General Paul von Hindenburg in August 1916. Thenceforth, until he was 
forced to resign in October 1918, he was effectively Commander in Chief, with Hindenburg little more than a 
figurehead. He went on to write numerous books and articles describing and to a substantial degree 
mythologising Germany’s war effort. He was an early and persistent proponent of the view that the German 
army had not so much been defeated on the battlefield as stabbed in the back by elements at home. He later 
became a key supporter of Hitler and the Nazis. 
75 The Quadruple Alliance: ie. Germany and her then allies: Austro-Hungary, Turkey and Bulgaria. 
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76 Troubridge is believed to have kept journals throughout his career, of which only two have survived, covering 
his service in the Balkans during the Great War. Of these the first, concerning the Serbian episode 1915 - 1916, 
is reproduced in full in Fryer C, The Destruction of Serbia in 1915. [See Booklist.] Both are now in the Imperial 
War Museum. 
77 Sir Neill Malcolm [1869 - 1953] In September 1915 he was appointed G.S.O.1 of the Salonica army and in 
November 1915, Brigadier-General, General Staff to the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force. In April 1916 he 
removed from the Mediterranean theatre to become B.G.G.S. to the new Reserve Army on the Western Front, 
later the Fifth Army, commanded by Sir Hubert Gough. 
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78 Sir Ralph Spencer Paget [1864 - 1940] He became the son-in-law of Sir Arthur and Lady Paget [See below, 
footnote 79] on marrying their daughter, his distant cousin Louise Margaret Leila Wemyss Paget, in 1907. He 
joined the British Diplomatic Service and as the latest of many appointments he was Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to Belgrade 1910 - 1913. He was then Assistant Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs 1913 - 1915 but returned to Serbia as Chief Commissioner of the Red Cross 1915 - 1916. For his services 
there he was decorated with the Order of the White Eagle of Serbia [1st class]. 
79 Lady Arthur Paget [1865 - 1919] née Mary Stevens, daughter of Paran Stevens of Boston, Massachusetts. She 
and her husband, General Rt. Hon. Sir Arthur Henry Fitzroy Paget [1851 - 1928], were married in 1878. She 
became a leading society hostess and a patroness of the arts. During the Boer War she equipped a hospital ship, 
the Maine, for British forces serving in South Africa. Her husband was later appointed Minister at Belgrade, she 
joined him there and during the First & Second Balkan Wars [October 1912 - May 1913 & June - July 1913] she 
devoted herself to hospital work in Serbia. During the Great War she ran a hospital in Skopje for the Serbian 
Relief Fund 1914 - 1916; she herself caught typhus in the epidemic which followed the first Austrian invasion, 
but recovered. [See p.11.] 
80 In the event, with Skopje about to fall to the invaders and all the southward routes now cut, Sir Ralph Paget, 
with a party of nurses from another unit, soon joined the general retreat westward to the Albanian ports. Lady 
Paget and her hospital stayed behind and were temporarily interned. See below p.39 et seq. 
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81 According to Fryer in The Royal Navy on the Danube [See Booklist.] Hilton Young was not in fact wounded 
but suffering from acute appendicitis. In his own wartime reminiscences he gives a detailed description of his 
experiences at one of the Naval Mission’s mine and torpedo outstations, at Semendria 40 miles downstream from 
Belgrade, 6th - 9th October 1915, where the Austrians also made a cross-river assault in strength, preceded by a 
fierce artillery bombardment. He and his party then received Troubridge’s orders to fall back to Chuprija. He 
confirms that he took sick there the day after his arrival and was then sent a 2 days’ journey south to Lady 
Paget’s hospital at Skopje, along with two wounded marines from Belgrade, but he says nothing of his diagnosis. 
He was educated at Eton and Trinity College Cambridge. He read for the Law and in 1904, like Butler after him, 
he was called to the Bar by Inner Temple. [See p.47.] He went on to practise the law, also to write. At the 
outbreak of war he joined the R.N.V.R. and he was soon on active service, on HMS Iron Duke. He eventually 
rose to the rank of Lieutenant-Commander. Serving as a gunnery officer on H.M.S. Vindictive in the Zeebrugge 
raid in 1918 he was severely wounded. In the Archangel Campaign 1918 - 1919 he commanded an armoured 
train. In 1919 he was awarded the DSO.  
In 1915 he found time to contest a by-election as Liberal candidate for Norwich and was elected MP. Post-war 
he continued to write but he also pursued an active political career. In 1922 he was Chief Whip for the Lloyd 
George Liberals and that year too he was made a Privy Counsellor. In 1926 he joined the Conservatives. He 
continued to represent Norwich until the 1929 general election, when he was elected MP for Sevenoaks. In 1931 
he succeeded Neville Chamberlain [1869 - 1940] as Minister of Health and served as such in Ramsay 
MacDonald’s National Government until MacDonald’s resignation in 1935. Later that year he was created 
1st Baron Kennet.  
In 1922 he married the sculptress Kathleen Scott, née Bruce, widow of Captain Sir Robert Falcon Scott, of 
Antarctica.  
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82 Hilton Young continues his own story: ‘We came safely to Salonica where I and the marines were sent on 
board a hospital ship which had just arrived there, for us in the nick of time. A week or two later I was sent home 
in an empty transport, and went to Haslar Hospital [Haslar Royal Naval Hospital at Gosport, Hampshire]. The 
doctors there. cured me and let me go, and at the end of November I found myself at Brindisi, on my way back 
to join the Admiral and the Mission.’ He played a part in the evacuation from Albania, eventually making his 
own escape back to Brindisi on board an Italian destroyer on 20th January 1916.  
The Naval Mission then returned home to Britain, where it was kept in being for a further 6 weeks in the hope 
that it might be of further service to the Serb army on the Macedonian front after the army’s transfer from Corfu 
to Salonica. When realisation dawned that there was no prospect of any early movement on that front it was 
wound up. 
83 See above, p.35. Although General Sarrail lost no time sending French troops forward they first saw action 
against the Bulgarians only on 21st October. 
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84 Eleonore Caroline Gasparine Louise, Princess Reuss-Köstritz [1860 - 1917] She became the second wife of 
Tsar Ferdinand of Bulgaria and Tsaritsa of Bulgaria in 1908. [See footnote 49, p.26.] She was described as ‘a 
plain but practical, capable and kind-hearted woman’. Following the death of his first wife, Ferdinand sought 
about for a new consort to assist him in his regal duties, but with his homosexual leanings and with no 
requirement to produce further heirs, he stipulated that she should not expect affection or attention. It is supposed 
that Eleonore had been discretely informed of his sexual tastes and it is doubtful whether the marriage was ever 
consummated. He did indeed neglect her throughout. She came into her own, and won the approbation of her 
people, working as a nurse during the Balkan and Great Wars. 
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85 During the Gallipoli and Salonica campaigns, this fine natural harbour, its entrance protected by submarine 
nets, was constantly busy with Allied shipping. A contemporary account, by a British naval surgeon passing 
through in April 1915 as the Gallipoli campaign got underway describes: ‘an enormous assemblage of ships 
there - both British and French, of every kind - battleships, cruisers, destroyers, submarines, huge transports, 
store ships, colliers, [Much shipping, merchant and naval, was still coal-fired.] auxiliaries of all sorts, two 
white-painted hospital ships, trawlers and tugs. At the top of the harbour lay the little white town of Mudros, 
with its white, twin-towered Greek church, and its row of spidery windmills on the ridge behind.’ 
86 The Aquitania, nicknamed ‘The Ship Beautiful’ for her handsome lines, was a Cunard liner, launched in April 
1913. As stipulated by the British Admiralty, which subsidised Cunard to that end, she was designed to be 
converted into an armed merchant cruiser at need. She was requisitioned as such by the British Government at 
the outbreak of war, then served as a troopship in support of the Gallipoli campaign, then briefly as a hospital 
ship from December 1915 through January 1916, before reverting to troop transport.  
Another Old Carthusian, 2nd Lieutenant Edwin Cawston [1896 - 1928] joined the R.A.S.C. and served with the 
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force. In November 1915 in a letter to The Carthusian from Lemnos Base he 
wrote: ‘The Mauretania and the Aquitania are hospital ships, and come in periodically, taking off about 
5,000 dysentery cases at a go.’ The Aquitania’s peacetime capacity was just 4,192 passengers and crew, so that 
she would indeed, as Dodds goes on to remark, have been ‘tightly packed’, but later in the War, as a troopship, 
she once transported over 8,000 men.  
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She was again used as a troopship in the Second World War. She was scrapped in 1950. 
87 See footnote 24, p.12. 
88 Madame Grouitch is referring to the Serb nation as a whole; even at worst, individuals could complete the 
journey in less than 3 months, if they completed it at all. The Times reports one party of Scottish nurses as setting 
out from Kraguievatz on 15th November and arriving at Scutari on the Albanian coast, after great hardships, on 
11th December. They then had to wait a week for passage to Italy. 
89 Kaiser Wilhelm II [1859 - 1941] He was one of Queen Victoria’s many grandchildren, through his mother 
Princess Victoria [‘Vicki’] the British Princess Royal. [See also footnote 64, p.32.] Through her too, King 
Edward VII was one of his uncles, Empress Alexandra of Russia, married to Tsar Nicholas II, was a cousin,. The 
tale of dynastic inter-relationships is long. A traumatic breech birth left him with a permanently weak, atrophic 
left arm [from damage to the nerves of the brachial plexus: Erb’s palsy] which he tried to conceal. It has been 
suggested that he may have also have suffered intrapartum brain damage.  
He became Kaiser in 1888 following the deaths of both his grandfather Wilhelm I [1797 - 1888] and his father, 
briefly Frederick III, earlier that year. A British ENT surgeon Sir Morell Mackenzie [1837 - 1892] who became 
involved in Frederick’s care through the intervention of Vicki and her mother, was later made a scapegoat by the 
German establishment and press for his untimely death, from carcinoma of the larynx. Not a little of the 
ill-feeling rubbed off onto Vicki herself, and onto the British Queen. The episode was one of many sources of 
friction between the two nations over the years leading up to the Great War, but significantly too it was a source 
of personal upset for the new Kaiser. 
Through diplomatic blundering but also through a fixed ambition to see his country on top no matter what, 
arguably too through a personal inferiority complex vis-à-vis his British relatives, Wilhelm II fostered the growth 
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of national ill-will which eventually precipitated the Great War. Whether he really intended or wanted war has 
been endlessly debated ever since, but his culpability cannot be doubted. In 1918 he was forced to abdicate as 
part of the peace settlement. Later he disliked Hitler personally but admired his achievements. He requested that 
the swastika and other Nazi regalia should not be displayed at his funeral, but the request was ignored. 
90 Aubrey Nigel Henry Molyneux Herbert [1880 - 1923] was a traveller, diplomat and writer and was said to 
have been John Buchan’s model, along with T.E. Lawrence [of Arabia] for Sandy Arbuthnot in Greenmantle. 
For much of his life he was almost blind. Thanks to his tireless work in the cause of Albanian nationalism, in 
1913 he was asked whether he would be prepared to accept the throne of Albania, if it was formally offered to 
him. He was keen to accept but Herbert Asquith, the Prime Minister and Sir Edward Grey [1862 - 1933] the 
Foreign Secretary, advised against. He spent much of the Great War in intelligence work in Mesopotamia, 
Salonica, and Italy.  
If Auberon Waugh who wrote his D.N.B. entry is to be believed, in 1923 his old college tutor advised him that 
the best cure for blindness was to have all his teeth extracted: following which advice he developed blood 
poisoning and died. 
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91 Vaso Cubrilovic [1897 - 1990] was the youngest of the six would-be assassins ranged along the Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand’s route in Sarajevo on 28th June 1914. Playing a key supporting rôle was his elder brother 
Veljko Cubrilovic, ‘the local teacher Cubrilovic’ as he is described in the Austrian official report, who assisted in 
bringing them undetected into and through Bosnia from Serbia.  
Vaso was an early and enthusiastic recruit into the original core group of conspirators, disaffected Bosnian 
Serbs, who then sought backing from the Narodna Odbrana [Peoples’ Defence] movement: one of a number of 
patriotic movements operating openly in Serbia itself at the time, all fiercely anti-Austrian and prepared to use 
violence at need. This came to the ears of the Black Hand, a far more deadly, secret society, whose head Colonel 
Dragutin Dimitrijevic, known as ‘Apis’, was also chief of Serbian military intelligence. It was through Black 
Hand and its adherents that the conspirators were supplied with hand grenades and Browning pistols from the 
Serb army arsenal at Kragujevac, also with cyanide tablets to use at need, and given shooting lessons at the 
military range at Topcider; but for that support it seems very doubtful whether the plot could have come to 
fruition. 
After the event almost all of those immediately involved were swiftly rounded-up by the Austrian authorities. 
Either they did not take their cyanide tablets, or the tablets proved ineffective. Veljko Cubrilovic and a few 
others were sentenced to death and executed. Those under 20, as most of them were including Vaso and Princip, 
were exempt from the death penalty and received long prison sentences. But by mid-1918, as he describes in a 
letter to his sisters, of seven known to Vaso, five including Princip had died from TB or other illness, one from a 
severe beating. Vaso himself,and Popovic the other survivor were released by the Allies at the end of the War. 
Vaso Cubrilovic became a national hero and after the Second World War he served as a minister in Marshall 
Tito’s Yugoslav government. His last wish was to be buried in honour alongside his old accomplices at the Field 
of Blackbirds, the Serbs’ ancient battlefield in Kosovo [See footnote 29, p.13.] but by then the Yugoslav state 
which they had helped to create was collapsing once more into bloody chaos, and the wish remained unfulfilled. 
92 Both the German Nazis and the Serbs had also before them the recent example of Turkey’s Armenian 
genocide, which had excited little international protest and no effective action. 
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93 Later under the Communists Leningrad, now once again Petrograd, or St. Petersburg. 
94 Of 30 other boys who entered Charterhouse in the same term as Butler, all but 3 served in the War; 7 died. 
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95 See also p. 10. 
96 Lewis went on to take a First Class degree in Classics in 1922 then a further First in English Language and 
Literature in 1923. 
97 Remarkably, but he was a remarkable man, Lewis was arguing against pacifism. 
98 To set against his more admirable characteristics, Lewis had sado-masochistic tastes concerning which, in his 
earlier years at least, he could be quite open with close friends. In June 1917 he wrote to one of these: ‘I hope 
you are right as to the possibilities of my finding my particular kind of love. Butler tells me that the person to 
read on my subject is a Frenchman of the 17th century called the Visconte de Sade: his books, however, are very 
hard to come by.’ 
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99 Inner Temple [strictly, the Honourable Society of the Inner Temple] founded in the 14th century is one of the 
four English Inns of Court; the others are Gray’s Inn, Lincoln’s Inn and Middle Temple. Anyone wishing to train 
as a barrister must join one of the Inns and it is the Inns alone which can eventually call a student to the Bar on 
successful completion of his, or today her, pupillage.  
100 Perhaps a reflection of his experiences at Charterhouse: a story for another day. 
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101 Aboard one of Troubridge’s cruisers, H.M.S. Defence, during his abortive pursuit of the Goeben and the 
Breslau was another Old Carthusian, Surgeon George Moore Johnson [16/02/1880 - 31/05/1916] who later died 
when Defence was blown up and sunk with all hands at the Battle of Jutland, but that too is a story for another 
day. 
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