MINUTES of the HMS BULWARK, ALBION & CENTAUR ASSOCIATION
AGM 2006
Held on Saturday 6™ May in the Royal Sailors Home Club

Those present

Vice-Admiral Sir Patrick Symons - President

Mike Noonan - Chairman/Editor

John Truscott - Secretary

Robbie Cowan - Treasurer

Leigh Easton - Membership Sec.
Jackie Truscott (Assoc) - Record Keeper

Denis Askham - Area Rep Co-ordinator
Bob Styants B Midlands Area Rep
Alan Yeomans - Kent & E Sussex Area Rep
Neil Pearson/Harry Roddis - Yorkshire Area Reps
Les Hutchin - Hertfordshire Area Rep

With 20 members and guests attending.

Apologies received:

John Finlay - Committee Member
Captain Johnstone (OC HMS Bulwark) - Honorary VP
Captain Winstanley (OC HMS Albion) - Honorary VP

Lt Cdr Winter (HMS Bulwark) - Ship Liaison

Lt Minall (HMS Albion) - Ship Liaison

Capt Jimmy James (1754)  Clare Pollard (709) Alex Stoddart (2038)

The meeting was opened at 12:05hrs, with the following items under discussion:
Chairman’s Welcome

Mike Noonan welcomed the President, Committee, members and guests present.

The meeting held a 2-minute silence in memory of members no longer with us, Leigh
Easton read out the names of members the committee have been informed about

(105) Harry Lippman (158) William Bowes (196) Gordon Hunt
(421) Gordon Green (432) Trefer Lewis (1322) Laurie Scott
(1391) John Taff Jones (1625) Warick Almondy (1677) Ron Bird
(1941) Wiggy Bennett Non Member Alan Evans

Minutes 2005 were read and agreed by those present with no matters arising.

Proposed -Alan Yeomans (1836) Seconded -Allen Gitttens (156)



Secretary’s Report

This is my seventh AGM report for the Association. My report was previously
distributed to all members via the ROS8.

Sec reported on the excellent 200™ Trafalgar Celebrations throughout 2005 culminating
in our Trafalgar 200 Dinner in the Victory Club HMS Nelson. A fantastic attendance by
all members, a year to be remembered!

Sec went through items of interest which have been reported on elsewhere.

Treasurers Report

Bob reported that Sec and Vice Chairman had audited the accounts at the end of the

financial year. He presented the accounts which are in a healthy state with funds standing
at £5000.

The subscriptions are still coming in and the accounts take in the requirements of the
RO8 for the coming year. Included in the next RO8 will be a standing order form for
members wishing to take this option.

Proposed — George Sexton (1604) Seconded — Les Hutchin (1791)

Membership Secretary

Leigh reported that the membership stood at 573 members compared to 543 members last
year. 69 new members have been recruited with some 17 lapsed members rejoining,
unfortunately there were 48 defaulters who did not renew for various reasons.

Leigh expressed his thanks to Bob for his continual reminders to members to renew their
subscriptions. Thanks also to Jax Truscott, Navy News, Warship World, local
newspapers and Saga Magazine where we obtained 9 new members.

Web site — Leigh reported that this is successful and continues to be of interest to all our
members.

Historian and Reps Co-Ordinator

Denis reported that all Association Archives had been received from the Sec earlier in the
vear. The commissioning had now been transferred to CD Rom at a cost of £10 for
members who wish to have one.

Denis stated that he is really enjoying all the enquires he had received in his capacity as
Historian and requested that any member has any original commissioning books please
get in touch. Members were asked to send in letters outlining their memories of any
period to fill in historical gaps. Those present expressed thanks to Denis for his hard
work in both capacities.



Area Reps

Denis Askham - reported a 5% increase in members north of the border and asked for
further reps to come forward to fill gaps where necessary. Denis praised all the Are Reps
for their work in their areas.

Les Hutchin — reported very little response in his area but is working on it.

Alan Yeomans — reported a fairly steady year and gave details of a re rededication of
HMS Pembroke Memorial Drill Hall a h new plague will be placed within the hall for the
event. Alan also gave details on a new regeneration around the area of Sheerness War
Memorial and how that may affect our plague there.

Bob Styants — reported that his area was not showing much interest and he had not
received much feedback, he sent out Christmas cards to all local members but got no
response. He stated that the cost of his newsletter is prohibitive if the information is
duplicated in the RO8 anyway.

George Sexton — thanked Denis for covering his area when he was dealing with family
issues. George also reported not much response to a newsletter he had sent.

One member had written to him to say that members should not be bombarded with
information.

Neil Pearson & Harry Roddis — reported that response in their area is good those
members who attended the Trafalgar Night Dinner wished for their thanks to pass on.
Both felt that Hartlepool will be a great success.

Editor’s Report

Mike thanked all present for the material he has received and hopes it continues, he
reported that the RO8 is improving all the time with the increasing use of colour and feels
this is the right way to go, as this is the only contact some members have with the
Association. One Australian member had asked why there is not much HMS Centaur
coverage in the magazine, Mike said he tries to cover all three ships but has less
information from members on HMS Centaur. A new membership list will be sent out
with the next ROS.

Committee Elections

The following positions were elected;
Asst Sec — Jackie Truscott
Proposed — Pete Burnett (1888) Seconded — Bungy Williams (508)

Regional Rep Co-Ordinator — Denis Askham

Proposed — Dave Pinder (927) Seconded — Cheyenne Body (1507)









