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bomb craters, and looking after 
evacuees were fascinating and 
provided a personal slant on 
the Second World War that is 
so often missed from history 
books. Next it was the turn of 
Chris Low from the Centre for 
Buckinghamshire Studies to 
introduce and demonstrate the 
new database. Available 
through the Buckinghamshire 
County Council website, the 
through 

 
database is a comprehensive 
record of bombs dropped over 
the County, as well as accounts 
of air crashes and other 
‘friendly fire’ incidents. 
An interesting time was had by 
everyone present. The Bombs 
Over Bucks database can be 
viewed at: 
 

www.buckscc.gov.uk/bcc/ 
archives/ea_Blitz.page 

Dear Friends, 
 
WELCOME to the March 
edition of the newsletter, in 
which you will find the usual 
eclectic mix of articles put 
together by our Editor, Rob 
Andrews. I hope you enjoy 
reading them. Our Annual 
General Meeting is on April 
14th - please do your best to 
attend. It is followed by a talk 
by Alan Jaycock entitled 
Hughenden To Hughenden, in 
which Alan takes us from 
Hughenden Manor to 
Hughenden in Northern 
Queens 

Queensland, Australia. We 
have put together a really 
exciting programme as part of 
our contribution to the 
Wycombe Arts Festival. This 
includes the old favourite 
Moving Up The Hill, which is 
always over-subscribed, a talk 
on the history of music in 
London, and one on the men 
and women who are 
commemorated in a stained 
glass window which was 
installed in the Town Hall in 
May 1911. The Autumn 
programme includes talks on 
the Royal British Legion, 
travelogue 

which celebrates its 90th 
anniversary this year, a 
travelogue in New England, the 
history of the iconic Wycombe 
furniture firm Parker Knoll, 
and a new event for Friends – 
an Antiques Valuation Day. I 
hope to see you at several of 
these events. Finally, if any 
member would like to join the 
Executive Committee and help 
to contribute to the running of 
Friends, please speak to me or 
any member of the Committee. 
 
Mike Dewey 
Chairman 

On the 16th of February at 
2.00pm Mike Dewey and the 
Centre for Buckinghamshire 
Studies hosted a talk on the 
new database, Bombs Over 
Bucks, at High Wycombe 
Library. Staff were pleasantly 
surprised when over a hundred 
people made their way to the 
Local History department to 
hear the talk, about four times 
as many as had been expected! 
Thankfully staff were able to 
find just enough spare seats to 
avoid a situation of ‘standing 
room only’ or having to turn 
people away. Mike Dewey 
began the talk with a brief 
history of High Wycombe’s 
role in the Second World War 
using photographs from the 
SWOP collection. Mike, and 
members of the audience, gave 
their own personal 
recollections of growing up in 
Buckinghamshire during the 
war. These memories of  
watching air raids, playing in 
watching 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting of Friends of High Wycombe Libraries 

 

Thursday 14th April at 7.00pm 
 

High Wycombe Library, 5 Eden Place, High Wycombe, HP11 2DH 

Find 
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Page 3! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Bombs Over Bucks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Simon Knowles, a Director of the 
leading provincial auction house 
Amersham Auction Rooms, entertained 
us on the 17th of February with his first-
hand experience of valuing and 
auctioning a wide variety of antiques, a 
selection of which he brought with 
him. These included a sword used by a 
tribe in Sarawak for beheading, a 
ceramic Chinese vase (which Simon 
hastened to add was not the Ming vase 
recently sold for forty million pounds!) 
and a decorative silver fruit bowl. 
Simon handed round the sword – 
before revealing what it had been used 
for – and the silver bowl for members 
of the audience to examine. 
Simon began by explaining that an 
antique valuer was like a doctor; he 
would be a general valuer but in 
addition specialise in a certain class of 
antiques. Simon’s specialisation was 
porcelain, and in particular, Chinese 
porcelain.  
He then went on to describe a typical 
week in his working life. Apart from 
the expertise of the valuers and 
auctioneers, the work of an auction 
house was also a major logistical 
challenge. The week began on a 
Thursday, when approximately 500 lots 
would be auctioned, with the 
commission charged by the Auction 
Rooms being 15% plus VAT. Every 
item sold (and not every lot would be 
sold) must be collected by the buyer 
either the same day, or the day after, 
because lots for the following week’s 
auction would be arriving. Every item 
then had to be catalogued, listed and 
photographed, and these tasks had to be 
completed by Monday, when the items 
would be displayed for viewing. 
Viewing by the public was on Tuesday 
and Wednesday. Laying items out for 
display was an art in itself. For 
example, dinner services of any 
significant value would be laid out on 
tables in place settings, this adding 
value in the bidding process. 
Like many aspects of life today, 
auctioneering had been transformed by 
the internet. People could view the 
items online, and even bid by email. 
The Amersham catalogue typically 
received 6000 views for each auction, 
and this had greatly reduced the 
number of hard copy catalogues sent 
out. Taken to the extreme, the internet 
allowed the existence of virtual auction 
houses, when all bidding was carried 
out online. This was not a route that 
‘’’’   

 

Amersham Auction Rooms had – or 
intended to – follow. 
Simon then turned to considering the 
antique items which he had brought 
with him, starting with the Chinese 
vase. The Chinese market is very 
strong at present, as wealthy Chinese 
families seek to recover the heritage 
which has been removed from their 
country. The vase for example, had it 
been in perfect condition, would today 
be worth about £1000, compared to 
only £50 two years ago! 
Moving on to the silver fruit bowl, 
Simon gave a brief explanation of 
‘hallmarking’ by assay offices, which 
commenced in 1360. The most 
common English assay offices were 
London, Birmingham, and Sheffield. 
Items hallmarked by the less common 
assay offices such as Dublin and 
Chester could be valuable because of 
their relative rarity. Less scrupulous 
manufacturers would also make silver-
plated items, but attempt to disguise 
this by inventing a ‘hallmark’ similar to 
that of the assay office. 
Silver currently has a high scrap value, 
meaning that common-place items like 
silver tea sets may well be melted 
down for scrap. This will lead to a 
shortage of many antique silver items 
in the future. 
Simon explained that in Victorian 
times items like silver cutlery and 
dinner services were very much a status 
symbol. Cutlery was usually placed 
face down on the table, thus exposing 
the hallmarks which are always on the 
reverse of an item so as not to disfigure 
it. Such a practice also had the 
advantage that the ‘business’ face of 
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the cutlery was not exposed to dust 
falling from the ceiling – a common 
problem at the time. 
The Victorians were also very fond of 
embellishing plain-looking items made 
in earlier times. The items would then 
take on a completely different 
appearance; an example being ‘Berry 
spoons’, made by embellishing plain 
spoons. 
Turning to the sword, Simon drew 
attention to the horn handle, and then 
the binding, which claimed to be made 
from human hair. The sword was from 
the Dayak tribe of Sarawak, and was 
said to have been used for beheading a 
man from another tribe as recently as 
2001. It was valued at £2000 – £3000. 
The photo above shows an example of 
an item due to be auctioned at 
Amersham Auction Rooms. It is a 19th 
century silver novelty spice box, 
fashioned in the shape of a basket on a 
handcart. This item is estimated to 
reach between £40 to £70 when it is 
auctioned. 
In answer to a question from the 
audience, Simon explained that his 
favourite item to auction was maps. 
This was because the amount of detail 
on a map meant that you could not fail 
to learn something from studying one. 
Another questioner asked what the 
highest value item auctioned at 
Amersham Auction Rooms was. Simon 
revealed that it was a suite of jewellery, 
which fetched a total of £120,000 at 
auction. Throughout his talk Simon 
impressed the audience with his 
breadth of knowledge, and with his 
obvious enjoyment in his work as a 
valuer and auctioneer.  

 
 
 

Antiques and Auctioneering  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Barbara Askew gave Friends a very 
informative and entertaining talk in 
January, describing the history of the 
Olympic Games. 
The Ancient Olympic Games took 
place in Greece every four years 
between 776 BC and 393 AD, when 
they were ended by Emperor 
Theodosius I. It was not until 1612 that 
the concept was revived, when Robert 
Dover started the ‘Cotswolds 
Olimpicks’ in Chipping Campden. 
Here they still continue to be held, but 
they do not include one of the original 
‘sports’ – shin-kicking! In mounting 
their bid for the 2012 Olympics the 
British Olympic Association referred to 
Dover’s Games as ‘the first stirring of 
Britain’s Olympic beginnings.’ 
In 1850 Dr William Penny Brookes 
organised the Wenlock Olympian 
Games, and these have been held every 
year since in the village of Much 
Wenlock in Shropshire, attracting 
athletes from all over the UK. Brookes 
is credited with being the inspiration 
for the modern Olympic Movement. 
In 1894 Baron Pierre de Coubertin 
founded the International Olympic 
Committee, and was its President until 
1924. In 1896 the first Modern 
Olympic Games were held in Athens.  
The photo above shows the opening 
ceremony, which took place in the 
Panathinaiko Stadium. Since then they 
‘   

 

2005, promising the first ‘Green 
Games’. Its legacy will bring the 
regeneration of a derelict area of east 
London, with the Olympic Village, 
Stadium, Aquatic Centre, and 
Velodrome remaining in the Queen 
Elizabeth II Park after the Games are 
over. 
Barbara enthralled all those present, 
giving an insightful history to the 
Olympics. 
 

 

have been held every four years, except 
in 1916 due to World War I, and 1940 
and 1944 due to World War II. 
London hosted the Games in 1908, 
when they were held at the White City 
Stadium, and in 1948 at the old 
Wembley Stadium. In 2012 London 
will be the venue for the 30th Modern 
Olympiad, and thus we will be the first 
city to host the Games for a third time. 
The bid was won on the 6th of July 
2005 

 

2011 Membership Campaign 
 
With Spring fast approaching, it is time for Friends to look ahead to the new 
opportunities 2011 brings. At this time of year we are scratching our heads to come 
up with new fundraising ideas for the library and enjoyable events for the members of 
Friends. Last year, our monthly talks were very popular and we hope that you will 
enjoy the programme we have organised for the coming months, details of which can 
be found on the back page of this newsletter and on our website. 
We are very grateful to all of the Friends members who regularly attend our events, 
and in doing so, actively support our fundraising work for the library.  
This year we are looking to expand the Friends community by recruiting new 
members. We hope you will help us by telling your family and friends about the 
Friends and asking them if they would like to join. We are always keen to hear from 
new members, especially those who would like to get involved with volunteering at 
Friends events. 
Unfortunately, our libraries are being particularly affected by these difficult economic 
times. As a member of the Friends of High Wycombe Libraries you are playing an 
important role in preserving a valuable resource in our local community. Please do 
what you can to encourage others to do likewise. 
 

For further information on membership or the Friends in general, please contact Rob 
Andrews at High Wycombe Library or via email at: hiwlib@yahoo.co.uk. Further 
details can also be found on the Friends website: 
 

www.fohwl.plus.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coming to High Wycombe 

Library in July 2011 – 
Keep an eye out for 

Poppet and her friends! 

 
 
 

The Olympic Games – Past and Present  
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The dramatic photograph shown below, 
taken from the SWOP collection, 
captures the moment that the walls of J. 
Hawkins’ Furniture Factory collapsed 
in spite of the best efforts of 
Buckinghamshire firemen. 
It was a Wednesday lunchtime in 
March 1971 when the factory workers 
were alerted to a fire in the upholstery 
department of John Hawkins and Co. 
The Bucks Free Press reported one 
witness who was sitting down to lunch: 
“They started running downstairs from 
the upholstery shop shouting ‘fire’. We 
got out quick.” 
It’s worth bearing in mind that this was 
in the days before fire-retardant 
upholstery foam. Such was the 
intensity of the fire that the Fire 
Brigade called on crews and equipment 
from across Buckinghamshire. 
Meanwhile the massive clouds of acrid 
black smoke drifting across High 
Wycombe had begun to draw crowds 
of sightseers to Cedar Terrace. 
Although the Fire Brigade made every 
effort to save the factory there was very 
little they could do. The intense heat 
and ferocity generated by burning foam 
would have been bad enough, but 
‘ ’’’’’’ ’   

according to the Bucks Free Press the 
blaze was further intensified by brisk 
March winds. In around an hour the 
two storey factory had been gutted. 
The SWOP collection has a number of 
photographs that show the fire at J. 
Hawkins and Co. and its aftermath. 
Few of them so clearly illustrate not 
‘’’’  

only the ferocity of the fire but also the 
bravery of the Fire Brigade. 
 
The photographs on this page and 
many others can be viewed on the 
SWOP website at: 
 

www.buckscc.gov.uk/swop 
 

 
 
 

The Dangers of Foam Filled Furniture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

children today have little access. 
Of the popular books of the time, he 
remembered one set which stands out, 
the Children’s Encyclopedias by 
Arthur Mee. This was a ten volume set 
which gave him the chance to immerse 
himself in all the best things of history 
and art and the great figures of the past. 
This encyclopedia of over 7000 pages 
is also a project that no publisher 
would undertake today; yet again a loss 
to children of our time. 
John explained that he scraped into the 
Royal Grammar School at High 
Wycombe by the skin of his teeth on a 
‘recount’, and this determined the 
course of his life after that. In 1961 he 
went to university at Leeds. But as we 
all know the sixties was another 
decade, and the quieter, more 
meditative life of the post-war 1950s in 
which he grew up vanished into the 
past. 
In conclusion John paid a tribute to his 
piano teacher at that time, 1959 – 1961, 
Peter Goodwin, not only for his piano 
training but also for the fact that it was 
decade, 

 

Peter who took him up to Covent 
Garden to see some of the great operas 
of the repertoire, Wagner’s Tristan Und 
Isolde and Parsifal, and many others. 
Throughout this entertaining talk, John 
read short passages from his book The 
Old Time. Anyone interested in this 
book could go to his website for more 
information, and to see several photos 
relating to this talk. 
 

www.theoldtime.com 
 

On the evening of March 17th John 
Comer presented a talk on the 
humorous and emotional evocation of a 
lost time, of boys and girls growing up 
in rural Buckinghamshire in the 1950s, 
based on his book The Old Time. 
John began by talking about periods of 
childhood and came to the conclusion 
that the best time in his memory to 
have been a child was the 1950s. He 
read some short passages from a book 
called The Children’s Everything 
Within to give a flavour of the period, 
and then introduced himself as a boy 
growing up in the Wycombe area, 
attending West Wycombe Primary 
School, pictured in the 1920s to the 
right, and as it is today, below. 
One of his favourite recollections of 
school was nature walks, and one walk 
in particular stayed in his mind, which 
is when the whole school went over to 
Hellbottom Woods blackberrying. 
Blackberrying is in many people’s 
memory of the 1950s, as was 
demonstrated by the audience’s 
reaction! John then talked about 
making blackberry jam at home, 
bottling plums, putting eggs into 
buckets of isinglass, and cheese in the 
pantry. Remember, there were no 
fridges for many families at that time. 
He remembered being wrongly accused 
of stealing the maypole ribbons at 
school, which woke him up to the bald 
truth that grown-ups were not always 
quite so respectable and honest as they 
pretended to be. John spoke about bird-
nesting, a childhood occupation which 
is frowned on today, and of his 
experiences playing all hours in the 
woods with his friends, only turning up 
at home when he became hungry. It 
was a world of freedom, to which 
‘ ’’’’’ ’  

 
 
 

The Old Time 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mystery Of The 
Vanishing Companion 

 

Come and take part in your 
very own Dr Who adventure. 
Meet a Time Lord, and help 
him solve the mystery of the 
vanishing companion. Track 
the heroes and villains hiding 
around the library to find the 
location of the companion. 
While solving the puzzle, why 
not have a drink and slice of 
cake, or perhaps a jelly baby 
to help along the thought 
processes? 
 

17th April 2011 
2.00pm – 4.00pm 

High Wycombe Library 
 



Jonathan Andrews : 
Library Assistant 

 
The profile in this issue of the 
newsletter is of Jonathan Andrews, 
who works as a Library Assistant in 
High Wycombe Library and Marlow 
Library. 
 
Describe your average day at work 
When I start I’m usually timetabled to 
be wherever I’m needed, whether that 
is on the desk serving or just around on 
the floor waiting to help. In the library, 
I can be found here, there and 
everywhere in between. I usually get 
asked to help with enquiries to do with 
computers, graphic novels, or games. 
 
What is best about your job? 
Talking to the many different 
customers we get. Everyone has a 
story, and they all converge in the 
library. It’s interesting to listen to them 
all. 
 
…and the worst? 
Spending a while sorting it, then 
returning to my section of the library to 
find it all messed up again. 
 
How long have you worked for BCC, 
and what did you do before? 
I started voluntary work in the old 
Wycombe Library five years ago, then 
got a small part-time job there after 
school. I’ve stayed with the library ever 
since. 
 

   For more information on the 
   work and activities of the 
   Friends of High Wycombe 
   Libraries, please phone Mike 
   Dewey on 01628 525207. 
 
If you would like to join the Friends 
please ask for a joining form at High 
Wycombe Library. 

Alternatively, log-on to the Friends 
website for details on membership of 
Friends, forthcoming events, past 
editions of the newsletter, and much, 
much more! 
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Spring 2011 Programme 
 

April 14 th – AGM followed by Hughenden To Hughenden 
Alan Jaycock talks about a year in the life of the parkland at Disraeli's former home, 
Hughenden Manor; followed by a visit to Australia, ending at Hughenden in Northern 
Queenland. 
 

April 30 th – Moving Up The Hill 
Local Historian David Thorpe will give an introductory presentation at the Museum, 
followed by a guided walk (approx 1 – 1½ hours duration), to trace how the middle 
classes in late Victorian and Edwardian Wycombe moved from the town centre to the 
Amersham and Castle Hill areas. 
Places are limited to 30, so tickets must be obtained in advance from Wycombe 
Library. The talk will start at 2.00pm at High Wycombe Museum. 
 

May 12th – The History Of Music In London 
A talk by Roger Askew, from Henry VIII to The Last Night of the Proms – an 
appreciation of how London has been at the centre of this country’s music. Along the 
way, glorious coronations, Gilbert and Sullivan, the development of recorded sound 
and the world of Tin Pan Alley. 
 

May 19th – An Edwardian Reflection On A Century Of Change In High Wycombe 
A talk by Jackie Kay from the High Wycombe Society. Jackie will tell us about some 
of the men and women who are commemorated in a stained glass window which was 
installed in the Town Hall in 1911. 
 

September 15th – The Royal British Legion 
A talk by Rob Lowe. Details to be confirmed. 
 

October 13th – New England: From History To Foliage 
A talk by Margaret Deakin. Details to be confirmed. 
 

November 9th – Antiques Valuation Day 
Simon Knowles from Amersham Auction Rooms comes in to value your antiques. 
 

November 17th – The History Of Parker Knoll 
A talk by Jonathan Arnold of the Parker Knoll Foundation. 
 

All meetings, apart from Moving Up The Hill, will be held at the Library, 
commencing at 7.30pm. Entry will be £3 for members of Friends, £4 for non-
members, and £2 for Students of Bucks New University with valid ID. 

 
Notice of Thanks 

 
Many thanks go out to Mike Dewey 
(Antiques And Auctioneering and The 
Olympic Games – Past And Present), 
John Comer (The Old Time), Paul 
Evans (The Dangers Of Foam Filled 
Furniture and Bombs Over Bucks), and 
Jonathan Andrews (Staff Profile) for 
contributing to this issue of the 
newsletter. 
 

Recommend a book you have read 
Awkward Situations For Men by 
Danny Wallace. He is a funny writer 
and it’s worrying how many of the 
situations I can relate to. I found myself 
laughing out loud on the bus and 
getting some odd looks from people. 
 
Your favourite film? 
Changes way too frequently to say. 
Those Magnificent Men In Their Flying 
Machines is always a classic I return to 
though. 
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