Friends of High Wycombe Libraries

supporting our local community lidkguesletter

Dear Friends,

WELCOME to this, our
August 2008 Newsletter, the
first since the Library moved to
its new premises in Eden. The
actual process of moving was a
mammoth task, which was ably
managed and undertaken by
Helen Goreham and her hard-
working staff. The results of
this are now there for all to see
— a state-of-the-art library
facility which is amongst the
very best in the county. It is a
library of which we can all be
very proud.

We are now looking forward to
our first evening meeting in the

Moving House? Try
Moving An Entire
Library!

No-one could ever say working
in libraries was dull or routine!
Imagine moving home with
over 90,000 books, CDs and
DVDs, assorted precious items
and 60 members of your
family! We closed the old
library for 6 weeks (running a
limited service from a mobile
library) and spent the first two
weeks finishing off the
relabeling of books in readiness
for the new self service system.
It took a whole week for the
removal company to pack up
the old library and deliver the
hundreds of crates to the new
building. All we had to do then
was to unpack everything and
put it in the right place! We
couldn’t have managed without
the many kind and
hardworking volunteers who
put in hours of effort ensuring
that we were able to open
looking like an organised
library and not like the lost
luggage department at
Terminal Five!

We encountered a few teething
problems — leaking toilets, taps
that wouldn't turn off, people
getting locked in the toilet, no
toilet roll holders (do you see a

new library. This is on
September 17 and will be
held in one of the purpose built
and equipped meeting rooms
on the 2 floor — remember
that with a mezzanine floor
above the ground floor, thé®2
floor is actually the *§ floor!
The topic for the evening will
be ‘May We Have &Vord' — a
repeat performance by Ronald
Swains and Annie Hill who last
entertained us some 3 years
ago, an evening which proved
very popular.

The October meeting gives

yours truly an opportunity to
talk about the SWOP project,
which  will

be extensively

Family History

theme developing here?), a
leaking roof, and an automatic
door that didn't close when
tested two days prior to
opening! Also, for the first two
weeks, neither of the passenger
lifts worked and it's a long
climb from the ground floor to
the second floor — trust us, we
know!

It's a very hi-tech library (Wi-
Fi enabled, interactive
whiteboards, programmable
door locks etc) and some of us
low-tech librarians have been
on a steep learning curve.

In our first month of opening
we welcomed 28,877 visitors
to the library. On the first
Saturday 2355 people came in -
an increase of 40%. Issues have
increased and a phenomenal
995 new customers joined the
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illustrated with some 50 photos
from the SWOP website at:
www.buckscc.gov.uk/swop
The event will conclude with a
photo competition, with a prize
for the winner!
In November our speaker will
be Kate Bradford, whose light-
hearted and interactive talk is
entitted Memories of the 20
Century.
Details of the Autumn
programme are given on the
back page. | look forward to
seeing you at one or more of
these events.

Mike Dewey
Chairman

library. We have a stunning
children’s library, a teenage
library called Headspace, study
and quiet rooms, a Local
Studies room, and even two
vending machines. The green
and purple colour scheme and
circle design came out of
public  consultations  and
reflects the greenness of the
Chilterns and bluebells, and
represents the wood/furniture
heritage of the town.

Since we've been open the new
library has hosted an Adult
Learner’'s evening, thé&oing
the Extra Mileaward ceremony
for County staff, an evening
talk by the author Barbara
Erskine and a royal opening by
Prince Edward. As | said,
working in  libraries is
definitely never du!
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The Official Opening Of High Wycombe Library

What a day it was... rain, wind,
gales... we had it all but nothing was
going to stop us enjoying the visit.
HRH the Earl of Wessex arrived in
High Wycombe on Wednesday" ®f
July and was greeted by an impressive
line of dignitaries, from the Vice-Lord
Lieutenant, to the Mayor of Wycombe
with the Chair of the County Council,
the Clerk to the Lord Lieutenant, the
Member of Parliament, and the High
Sheriff of Buckinghamshire also in
attendance.

As the visit was in two parts, the
Leader of Wycombe District Council
and the Director of Eden escorted the
Earl through the Eden Shopping Centre
to enjoy the different performances
from Wycombe Youth Action,
Wycombe Primary Schools Combined
Choir and Sir Wiliam Borlase
Grammar School Gospel and Barbar
Shop Choir, along the way. Quite a
crowd braved the elements for a
glimpse of the Earl, who in turn spent a
lot of time talking to the various
shoppers. This part of the visit
concluded with a performance from
Wycombe Steel Orchestra (St Vincent
and Grenadines) which enhanced the
atmosphere of carnival and fun.

After a buffet lunch the best part of the
Earl's programme took place: the visit
to the library. As we were going to be
formally introduced to the Earl, we had
to follow these guidelines issued by
Buckingham Palace:

‘Gentlemen being formally introduced
to the Earl of Wessex by the Vice Lord-
Lieutenant should shake the Earl's
hand when offered and at the same
time execute the St James’ neck bow, a
short, sharp inclination of the head.
Ladies should curtsey when shaking
hands, but may, if preferred, execute
the St James’ neck bow as described
above.

It was all rather alarming on reading
but not too bad in practice. Informal
introductions are much easier as a bow,
curtsey or even a handshake is not
expected.

Fortunately, HRH the Earl of Wessex
is outgoing and friendly, putting those
he meets at ease by preferring
informality. He launched into the
library visit by talking to the staff on
the ground floor desk, which rather
surprised them! The Earl visited the
mezzanine’s exhibition and chatted to
members of the public on his way up to
the first floor. Once there, he was
escorted into the Children’s Library
where the children of Disraeli School
were waiting for him. He spent a lot of
time with them, showing great patience
and kindness towards them, and he was
thrilled to receive a selection of books
chosen by the children of the school to
give to his own children. The Earl then
showed immense bravery by entering
the Dragon’s Den, otherwise known as
Headspace. He was greeted by young
people from Bucks Youth Bank,
Wycombe High, Duke of Edinburgh
Award participants, and the editors of
Buzz Magazine. He was absolutely
brilliant with the young people, asked

them pertinent questions, and showed a §

real interest in what they had achieved
and were planning to do — basically he
impressed them all, which is quite an
achievement.

On the second floor, the Earl spoke to
volunteers about the SWOP project and
he was then escorted into the Local
History room where he was shown the

photo display. The Earl enjoyed seeing
the photo of himself as a child, even if
he had no recollection of where he was
or what he was doing at that time. The
icing on the cake for him was when he
was shown the 1901 census entry for
Windsor Castle. Seeing Edward VII
(with his occupation listed as ‘King'!)
and some of his ancestors recorded on
there truly delighted him.

The visit then concluded when the Earl
officially opened the library once he
returned to the ground floor. He
unveiled a plague and signed our
visitors book.

The best bit of the visit? Where to
start? It all went very well and it was
obvious that Prince Edward stole the
show with his warmth and friendliness.
The visit was a lot of hard work — with
most of it done behind the scenes — but
as the day was so successful, it was
really worth it and who knows, we
might get him to open our next new
library! Many thanks go out to

everyone who made the day happen so
brilliantly.




For the last talk organised by Friends in
the old library, Dr Tony Williams,
leading authority on his subject, invited
us to spenddn Evening With Charles
Dickens

Tony Williams’ own acquaintance with
the work of‘our greatest prose writer
after Shakespearehad begun with an
illustrated copy ofA Christmas Carol

It was from this novel that we heard the
first of several readings, capturing the
conviviality of the season and the
liveliness and humour we associate
with the author. In his description of
the musical entertainment and parlour
games we felt the sheer pleasure of life
and delight in people which were a
feature of Dickens’ life and art —
‘There is nothing so irresistible or
contagious as laughter

For most people, an evening with
Charles Dickens would be one spent
with his writing. Like many other 19
century authors Dickens published his
novels initially as serials. Each part, 20
in all, came out in either a monthly or
weekly periodical, some of them -
Household Wordsand All the Year
Round- edited by himself and cheap
enough to reach a wide range of
readers. In the later books, the
illustrated covers gave clues to the
development of the story, showing that
Dickens was plotting in advance. He
would also respond to his audience,
dropping less popular characters and
building up others. Sales d¥ickwick
Paperssoared with the introduction of
Sam Weller.

An Evening With Charles Dickens

Today, especially at Christmas time,
we pass ‘evenings with Dickens’
watching adaptations of his work on
the television or at the theatre. Then, as
now, Dickens was good box-office
material. Contemporaries flocked to the
theatre to see adaptations of his works,
sometimes even before serialisation
was complete. At one time there were
17 adaptations ofliver Twist each
one guessing how Dickens would end
the novel.

For his family and friends, an evening
with Charles Dickens was a pleasurable
experience. A kind, genial and attentive
host, he enjoyed parlour games and
amateur theatricals, which he described
as writing a book in companyWith

his restless disposition, he threw
himself entirely into whatever he did.
Dickens kept his readers aware of the
crucial developments of the age.
Through his writing we learn about
political change and reform, the Great
Exhibition, the  Crimean War,
developments in education and the
advance of the railways. Dickens
himself symbolised the Victorian Age.
An ambitious, self-made man, he
moved from early suffering eventually
to star status: the father of ten children,
and the centre of a cultural circle of
actors, dramatists, musicians, painters,
politicians and aristocrats.

Dickens’ qualities make him, for us, a
very modern, radical man. He was
capable of great anger at social
injustice, and acted upon it. Through
his public readings, he raised funds for
Great Ormond Street Children’s
Hospital. He visited ‘The Rookeries’,
the slum areas overwhelmed by
poverty, crime and prostitution. In an
extract fromOn Duty with Inspector
Field, we heard the lives of the poorest
vividly described. Dickens explored
how society was developing and
touched on human frailties and the
formative relationships in all our live

before  psychology had really
developed. The numerous requests for
charity readings led Dickens to another
career, that of a professional reader of
his works. He went on extensive tours
through Britain and America where he
received massive attention, crowds
begging for further performances,
tickets selling for outrageous prices and
even attempts to tear off pieces of his
clothing. These occasions offered many
more people the opportunity to spend
an evening with Charles Dickens and
gave him the chance to display his
considerable theatrical talents. But,
these performances drained hinl:
shall tear myself to piecéshe said
before a reading of the murder of
Nancy by Bill Sykes inOliver Twist

He was already in poor health and
these energetic readings may have
hastened his death in June 1870.

Tony Wiliams gave us a learned
insight into a man who was more than
just a great writer, and the readings he
himself gave from the novels and
letters were enthralling, making his
audience feel that they were indeed
spending an ‘Evening with Charles
Dickens’



On a sunny warm evening on th® af
May, some 30 members of Friends and
other interested people joined David
Thorpe, a well-known local historian,
for a slightly unusual event entitled
‘Moving Up the Hill. This was a walk
led by David of the Amersham Hill and
Castle Hill areas to explore the houses
built for the emerging middle class in
late Victorian & Edwardian Wycombe.
Carefully annotated maps were David’s
main source of information and the key
to interpreting the history of the houses
and streets. In particular, a valuation
survey conducted in 1910 to establish
the amenity value and the tax to be paid
provides historians today with a rich
seam of information to mine. We have
Lloyd George to thank for instigating
this, although | doubt that many at the
time welcomed this action!

In as late as 1850, there were no houses
north of the High Street, although
major brewers existed in Easton Street.
However, things changed with the
extension of the railway through
Wycombe to Princes Risborough in
1856. What followed was building
work stretching up the hill, and
radiating out from the train station with
a series of villas built in 1870.

Moving Up the Hill

A key way of interpreting the wealth
and standing of these previous
occupants is to assess the number of
servants that are recorded living and
working there in various censuses. For
example, a gentleman called Arthur
Vernon lived in the large white house
on the right hand side immediately
above the train station. He was an
auctioneer and architect and by 1881
was wealthy enough to employ five
servants.

Several of the Friends on the walk
lived in the houses we passed and
David could identify from his maps and
records some of the houses original

names and in one case, the original
price paid in 1910.

As we walked the streets, David talked
of the occupations of the then residents,
all echoing High Wycombe’s former
industries and its economic growth. As
to be expected, there were many chair
manufacturers living alongside bank
cashiers, shopkeepers, stone masons,
carpenters and joiners. On Castle
Street, a ‘Chemist Manager’ resided in
his own house, not above his shop,
which indicates a move towards being
a member of the middle class.

Moving along to Priory Road, we
learnt that in 1901, the area was
populated by estate agents, furnishers,
a boot depot manager — all with one
servant each. A resident called Mary
Giles was an early property investor
with four houses in her portfolio!
Indeed, some of the houses in Priory
Road were available as rooms to rent —
standing in front of some of these
houses today, it appears they are still
rental properties!

This event was heavily over-subscribed
and will be repeated in next years Arts
Festival, with a somewhat different
format. Watch this space!

Report of AGM 2008

18 members attended the AGM on April™Lévhen it was reported that 2007 was a
year of consolidation for Friends. As a matter ofigy, expenditure on behalf of the
Library had been restricted so that the maximund$uwould be available to use on
behalf of the new Library. Therefore, total expemadi was only £948.21, compared
to £2,756.65 in 2006, so that with income star@m@E2,167.33, the bank balance at
the end of the year was £3,227.05 — over £1,00@ rtam at the end of 2006.

Total membership now stands at 83, a significacteiase over the last 12 months,
and a recruitment campaign is planned for the Aatum

A question was asked from the floor about the ®itof the old Library building in
Queen Victoria Road. It is understood that theding is to be sold by Bucks County
Council, who have obtained planning permission ¢beange of use. There were
believed to be some restrictions on the changesctdma be made to the foyer, the

staircase, and the exteri

FOHWL — New Website

A decision was taken to set up a new
FOHWL website to go on-line in June

2008 to coincide with the opening of

the new library. The new, fresher

looking site can be accessed by using
either of the following addresses:

www.fohwl.plus.com
http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/fohwl

If you have any comments about the
website please contact the Webmaster,
Brian Furner, whose contact details can
be found on thecommitteé page of
the website.



You can hardly have failed to notice
that High Wycombe is undergoing
some major changes. The town has a
new shopping centre, a brand new
library, and it seems that everywhere
you look buildings are being torn down
and replaced with new structures. As
much as we might be looking forward
to a bright new world, many people
still look back, and the library’'s SWOP
project provides the perfect opportunity
for Buckinghamshire residents to take a
look at the numerous ways that High
Wycombe, and indeed the county as a
whole, has changed over the past
century.

As the name SWOP - Sharing
Wycombe’s OIld Photographs -
signifies, the project has been
concerned with the past. In looking
through the thousands of photographs
one thing becomes clear, and that is the
scarcity of pictures from the year 2000
onwards. | would suggest that the n

High Wycombe — Changing Times

worthwhile step for the SWOP project
to take would be to find volunteers
armed with digital cameras and set
them the task of recording High
Wycombe and surrounding areas as it
is today, so that in a year, a decade, or
a generation from now
Buckinghamshire residents can see our
county and compare it to the time they
will be living in. There are some
interesting ways that this work could be
carried out. Photographers could
choose a selection of photographs
already on the SWOP website and
endeavour to capture the same image as
it would be seen today by finding the
very spot chosen by the original
photographer, and perhaps the same
time of day and season, time
permitting! The two photographs to the
right give an example of this: both
pictures were taken from the window at
the top of the staircase in the old library
on Queen Victoria Roa- the top on

having been taken in 1934, and the
bottom one in 1993.

The SWOP project is a wonderful local
history resource, and the ongoing
efforts of volunteers will ensure that
this archive continues to provide a
useful, ongoing snapshot of our county.

Memories of High Wycombe Library

Malcolm Walker, a well established
user of the library in High Wycombe,
recounts his memories of the old
library in Queen Victoria Road.

“It would, | think, have been 1943
when | first started using the library as
an eight year old member of the junior
library. In those days you had to
become eight in order to use the junior
library; none of your catch ‘em as
toddlers of today then!

| do remember my state of awe at being
able - in company with my brother who
was two and a half years older than me
- to penetrate this municipal ‘sanctum’.
The entrance area was at that time still
in its original, very attractive form; the
path from the top of the stairs
continued unenclosed and with the
same railing-work as the stairway,
right along to the reference room
doors, as an interior veranda looking
down on the entrance hall.

To the left from the entrance hall was
the reading room which | got to know,
generally on Saturday mornings, in
later years. This is now the part of the
library that you went into by the foot of
the stairs. The daily newspapers (or
most of them at least) were on a
wooden reading board fixed to the
wall. You had to stand to read them -
wires from top to bottom down the
spine held them up — and the earlier
you got there the better chance you had

of not having to waittoo long. This
room served also as a warm refuge for
some who would otherwise perhaps
have been tramping the streets or
sheltering in doorways. So long as they
were not actively a nuisance, they had
quite properly as much right as any
‘respectables’ to be there.

The main part downstairs was taken up
by the adult and junior libraries. | think
that all people (juniors and adults) had
to go in by the right hand door
immediately opposite the library
entrance from Queen Victoria Road;
you came out again by another left-
hand door next to the entrance to the
reading room.

Between the two narrow passageways
in and out was the raised staff area —
the standing staff looking down on the

customers. Staff kept a sharp eye on the
library: there was continuous non-
fiction shelving along the wall, whilst
novels and other fiction were on
shelving radiating out from the
issue/return area. Clear sight lines
enabled staff to observe anyone putting
a book in their bag or tearing pages
out. The book budget was far from
inexhaustible!

The library has given me much
enjoyment over the years of my
residence in High Wycombe. In recent
times | spent more time in the
Reference Library at Queen Victoria
Road, and got to know the staff much
better. | look forward to using the new
library more, continuing pleasant
hours begun in a small way over 60
years ago.”



Stevie Deadman :
Customer Service Officer

The staff profile in this issue of the
newsletter is on Stevie Deadman, who
works mainly on the second floor of
the library.

Describe your average day at work
Every day is different depending on
what's going on in the library, and
where | am based. It could range from
doing Bounce & Rhyme, to finding out
how big the Sphinx in Egypt is.

What do you like best about the job?
The staff are great to work with and the
variety of tasks. No one day is the
same.

How long have you worked for
Buckinghamshire County Council
and what did you do before?

| have worked for BCC for over tw

years. Before, | was a student at uni
and | worked for a film market-
research compar

AUTUMN PROGRAMME

September 17" — May We Have a Word?
Annie Hill and Ronald Swains entertain again witlords — some funny, some
frightful — famous and infamous, and a special sfathiltern interest.

October 22 — Bringing History to Life With Photographs

Join Mike Dewey, SWOP Project Manager, for a fesitng talk on this exciting
photographic and local history resource. An intvactalk, finishing with a photo
competition.

October 29" — Annual Quiz Night

November 19" — Memories of the 2& Century

Kate Bradford will review life at the beginning ¢fiat century, then move on to
Edwardian times, then to WWII, and finish with lifethe 1950s. A light-hearted and
interactive talk.

December 18 — Annual Christmas Party

The talks and the Christmas party will be heldhi@ hew library, 5 Eden Place, Eden,
High Wycombe, and the Quiz Night at High WycombegBy Club in Kingsmead
Road, High Wycombe.

To book, ring the library on 01494 475900 or Mike [@wey on 01628 525207

For more information on the
work ard activities of the
Friends of High Wycombe
Libraries, please phone Mike
Dewey on 01628 525207.

If you would like to join the Friends
please ask for a joining form at High
Wycombe Library.

What words do you hear too often?
Who's got the stapler?
Recommend a book you have
recently read

I Am Legend- better as a book than a
film, even though | love Will Smith.

Your favourite film?

| have loadsSome Like It Hot, Indiana
Jones, Goonies, The Ghost Train, Lord
of the Rings, Star Wars, Back To The
Future— | could go on, and on, and on!

Your favourite food?

Anything my mum cooks, so | don't
have to! To be honest, | love all food
and love cooking.

Your favourite TV program?
At the moment, Doctor Who. (Yes, |
am a geek)

Any interesting hobbies?
Dancing, art, anything creative.

Place you would most like to visit?
I'm greedy — | want a trip around the
World so | can see a bit of everything.

Your happiest memory?
When my sister was born. | waited
almost ten years for her to turn up!

Childhood hero?
Indiana Jones. | will marry him!

What is the best bit of advice you
have ever been given?

Bravery is not the absence of fear — it is
doing what must be done in spite of it.

Notice of Thanks

Many thanks go out to Malcolm
Walker, Brian Furner, Mike Dewey,
Stevie Deadman, Helen Goreham,
Mary Woodman, Paul Evans, Hilary
Payne, and Judith Curry for
contributing to this issue of the
newslettel

Alternatively, log-on to the Friends
website for details on membership of
Friends, forthcoming events, past
editions of the newsletter, and much,
much more!

www.fohwl.plus.cc



