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featuring items from the Green 
Collection. We hoped to raise 
awareness of the collection as 
it contains many original 
documents and articles linked 
with High Wycombe’s history. 
The Library had a stall in 
Frogmoor, promoting the talks 
in the Library, and handing out 
family history packs, as well as 
the quiz and details of the 
Library Service in general. 
The whole town was buzzing 
‘’’  

with lots going on; there was 
an Italian market, a Cavalier 
and Roundhead re-enactment 
group, a procession of the 
town’s dignitaries, various 
other stalls including the 
Museum and the National 
Trust, and the weighing in of 
the new mayor, Jane White. 
We were pleased to see that 
despite it being a very busy 
day, several of the people we 
had spoken to in Frogmoor 
attended the talks, and we gave 
out about 60 family history 
packs and about 50 quizzes. 
The beginners talk was 
attended by about 40 people, 
and about 16 attended the 
advanced resources talk. 
At the follow-up meeting with 
the Town Centre Partnership 
we were asked to join in with 
an Autumn event for Fresher’s 
Week, and a Christmas event to 
promote the library service 
again. 
Many thanks to everyone that 
was involved with making the 
day a great success! 

Dear Friends, 
 
WELCOME to the August 
newsletter. In this edition you 
will find the usual eclectic mix 
of articles put together by our 
Editor Rob Andrews. I hope 
you enjoy reading them. The 
first six months of the year 
have been very successful for 
Friends. Attendances at our 
‘’’’’  

Thursday      evening talks have 
been high, yielding record 
receipts so that our bank 
balance stands at an all-time 
high. This is money which will 
be spent for the benefit of the 
library, and will be very much 
welcomed by them in these 
straitened times. In our range 
of activities, two exciting 
developments which we are 
‘’’’’’’’’’’  

pursuing are collaborations 
with the Bucks Free Press, and 
with Bucks New University. I 
hope to see you at one of our 
Autumn events, the programme 
for which you will find on the 
back page. 
  
 
Mike Dewey 
Chairman 

 

Some weeks prior to the event 
that was held on Saturday 15th 
of May, High Wycombe 
Library was invited to join 
planning talks with the Town 
Centre Partnership, along with 
other organizations, to explore 
ways that we could all 
contribute to the day.  
We did as much research as 
possible to provide information 
on the history of the mayor 
making, and information on 
historical buildings etc, to be 
used in a mystery tour of 
Wycombe on the day. 
Our contributions on the day 
were two talks on family 
history: one for beginners by 
Friends Brian and Betty 
Furner, followed by a talk on 
advanced family history 
resources by Senior Archivist 
Laura Cotton. 
We arranged a display on the 
history of Wycombe’s pubs, 
‘’’’’’’’  
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Wycombe May Fayre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Those of us who attended this talk were 
in for a real treat. The room was full 
and the atmosphere was one of happy 
nostalgia by members of the audience 
who did indeed grow up in St. Vincent. 
The speaker, Cecil Browne, was a 
maths lecturer and was head of maths 
at Uxbridge College. 
He had written a book called The Moon 
is Following Me which he told us was a 
collection of short stories, some true 
and some fictitious. He was keen to 
promote the book and gave a short 
synopsis of the stories. 
He began his talk by showing a map of 
St. Vincent. It has a population of 
120,000 and covers 150 square miles – 
round about the size of the Isle of 
Wight. He said how extraordinary it 
was that such a small island had played 
an important part on the map of history. 
The history of the island could be 
divided up into four periods; 5000BC 
to 1763 when it was inhabited mainly 
by Carib Indians and then the French, 
1763 to 1838 when it came under 
British control, 1838 to 1979 when 
independence came, and 1979 to the 
present day when St. Vincent had its 
own government and prime minister. 
Cecil spoke about growing up in the 
colony and how most of the world 
history he was taught as a young 
student was British history. 
The economy of the island in his 
childhood was sugar-cane and its 
fermentation into rum. He told us that 
the island had been abundant in sugar-
cane but recently that had changed to 
importing molasses for the distillation 
of the rum. The outside perception of 
the island was that of a poor 
community but Cecil said that he was 
not conscious that he grew up in 
poverty at all. 
Education was for those aged between 
5 and 16, but only those who could pay 
went to a secondary school and those 
who could not pay remained at primary 
school until 16 and left with a leaving 
certificate. He gave us an amusing tale 
of his headmaster Mr Jackson who was 
a little too fond of rum and was often 
helped home by his pupils. However, 
Cecil did remark that Mr Jackson was 
always ready with a word of praise and 
congratulations for his pupils and they 
seemed very fond of him despite his 
drinking problem. 
He talked a little about the transport 
system and that even now this was still 
‘’’’ 

 

very primitive and the buses very old 
and the roads were not that good. He 
warned against driving with some of 
the van drivers unless you had a very 
strong constitution as they drove fast 
with no regards for their passenger’s 
wellbeing. He also told a tale about one 
of the bus drivers who was so drunk 
that he had to be lifted into the driving 
seat and then told his passengers to 
‘hold onto their hats’. 
Cecil spoke of how religion was very 
much part of the culture of the island 
and that there were many traditional 
Catholic and Anglican churches. But, 
also there were was a movement called 
‘Spiritual Baptist’ that had once been 
banned because of its supposed 
connections with Voodoo. However, he 
said that this was having a revival and 
that he personally liked the movement 
and felt that there was no harm in it. At 
this point in the talk another member of 
the audience – who obviously had 
leanings towards this movement 
himself – joined in and a lively 
conversation flowed for a while. 
Cecil told us that there have been three 
Nobel Prize winners from the island, 
one of them being the writer V. S. 
Naipaul. He was concerned though that 
many youngsters did not have the 
ambition to achieve, and he said that he 
would have liked to see more 
mathematicians and scientists. He went 
on to say that the island was prolific in 
producing lawyers and doctors. 
Cecil talked of many islanders who had 
left to live and work in Great Britain 
‘’’’ 

 

and who had saved up and built some 
lovely houses to go back and retire to 
because they want the sun and some 
peace. He said that the one thing he 
found so odd when he first arrived in 
Great Britain was the concept of 
terraced housing. He said that in St. 
Vincent everyone owns their own small 
piece of land and that all houses were 
individual. The idea of houses being 
joined together was an anathema. 
Cecil ended up with a bird’s eye view 
of this lovely island, the leeward side 
being beautiful beaches where all is 
calm. Consequently many of the 
inhabitants cannot – or do not need to – 
swim. In contrast, the windward side is 
wild and rough and the inhabitants 
learn to swim very well.  
There is a large community of people 
from St. Vincent in High Wycombe. 
Apparently, many people came from 
the island to High Wycombe because 
they were good carpenters and boat 
builders, and consequently fitted in 
well with the furniture trade. 
Cecil’s talk was followed by a lot of 
lively discussion and you got the 
feeling of a man contented with his lot 
in life who has maintained a love of his 
home island, and island to which he is 
sure to retire to himself one day. 

 
 

Growing Up In St. Vincent And The Grenadines 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Executive Committee 
 

Alicia Vieira Nunes was recently 
welcomed onto the Executive 
Committee. More details about Alicia 
will appear in a later newsletter. 



Twenty three members attended the 2010 Annual General 
Meeting held at the library on April 22nd. They were 
welcomed by the Chairman, who then reported that the last 12 
months had been a period of consolidation for Friends, in 
anticipation of budgetary constraints on the library in the 
future, when financial assistance from us will be necessary. 
Friends had continued with its programme of talks and events, 
which this year had been very well attended. The Quiz Night 
in particular attracted a record number of teams and the 
Moving Up The Hill event had once again been over-
subscribed. 
Friends have continued to manage SWOP, the photographic 
project, via a separate sub-committee under the Chairmanship 
of our Hon. Secretary, Brian Furner. 
There had been some significant changes on the Executive 
Committee during 2009. Our Hon. Secretary, Mary 
Woodman, who had been in post since the formation of 
Friends nearly 6 years ago, decided to call it a day at the end 
of the year. Brian Furner, our webmaster who was also 
elected as Vice-Chairman of the Executive Committee, kindly 
agreed to step into Mary’s shoes. Other resignations were 
Charlotte and Alan Alexander, brought about by Charlotte’s 
ill-health, and Angela Rees. Charlotte was Membership 
Secretary, and Rob Andrews had joined the committee in that 
role. 
Frances Beck, a long time supporter of Friends had also 
joined the committee and would be taking on a new role as 
Bookkeeper, keeping Friends’ accounts in good order. For 
many years Frances has acted as bar-person at our talks. 
There is still need for somebody to act as Programme 
Secretary, a role which requires only a few hours per month. 
The 2009 accounts had been verified by Garry Payne, the 
Independent Examiner, as a true representation of Friends 
transactions during the year, and were adopted by the 
meeting. 
Mike thanked all members of the committee for their work 
throughout the year together with those members who had 
contributed towards the success of our coffee mornings. 
Thanks were also extended to all the library staff who 
continued to help us in numerous ways, and Friends look 
forward to working with them again over the next 12 months. 
The Secretary explained that at the 2009 AGM the 
Constitution had been amended in order to allow Mike 
Dewey to continue as Chairman for a further year. However, 
nobody had subsequently come forward to take on the post of 
Chairman and it was again necessary to amend the 
Constitution. 
The proposal forwarded by the Committee was as follows: 
 
PRESENT WORDING – Section 4(a) to be removed 
The maximum continuous period during which any member 
may serve as a Principal Officer shall be six years. 
 
PROPOSED WORDING – Section 4(a) to be inserted 
The period during which any member may serve as Chairman 
shall be unlimited subject to being re-elected annually in 
accordance with Section 7(d)(v) of this Constitution. The 
Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer shall serve for a 
maximum continuous period of six years subject to being re-
elected annually in accordance with Section 7(d)(v) of this 
Constitution. 
 ‘’’’’’  

The proposal was approved unanimously. 
The Principal Officers and all other members of the Executive 
Committee were re-elected for a further 12 months. 
Brian Furner, as Chairman of the SWOP Sub-committee, then 
reported as follows: 
 
During 2009 approx 1500 photos had been catalogued and 
uploaded onto the SWOP website. Mike Dewey and David 
Ager continued to do the cataloguing, Barry Gay the 
scanning, and Harvey Coltman the checking of the catalogue 
entries and the uploading onto the website. Sincere thanks 
were offered to all for their contribution to the project. 
The main collections processed in the last year were those 
from the Marlow Society, Chepping Wycombe Parish 
Council, and St Augustine’s Catholic Church – 899 
photographs in total. In addition many photos from members 
of the public had been processed. 
SWOP had lost two of the original founders at the end of 
2009; Chris Featherstone and Harvey Coltman. Chris had 
retired from the library service and Harvey, who had been a 
volunteer working on the project since it was originally 
conceived over 6 years ago, had made an enormous input to 
the project. Even though retired from the project Harvey 
continues to provide advice and support, for which we are 
very grateful. In recognition of this we had presented Harvey 
with an Acer Notebook. 
As well as thanking those that had retired from the project 
Brian thanked Judith Grieve who had been welcomed onto 
the Sub-committee during the year. An invitation was 
extended for one more person to join the Sub-committee. 
The main source of income for the project was payment for 
prints or copyright fees, and for images ordered by members 
of the public or commercial concerns. This amounted to £600 
in 2009. Income was also generated in the form of donations 
made for the talks on SWOP which Mike Dewey presents. 
Weekly features in the Bucks Free Press and Midweek 
newspapers, together with talks given by the Project Manager 
had continued to be the main publicity for the project. Fifteen 
of these talks were given in 2009, mostly on a donation basis 
and were attended by about 500 people, raising some £400. 
The features in the newspapers often gave rise to feedback, 
which frequently provided additional information about the 
images. 
Local organizations and members of the public continued to 
approach SWOP, offering to loan their photos to be 
catalogued and loaded onto the website. 
Finally, Bucks County Council were thanked for continuing 
to host the SWOP website. 
 

 
 

Report of Annual General Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership Prices 
 

The Executive Committee has decided to offer 3 year 
memberships with the following pricing structure: 
 

£12 single 
£20 joint 
£25 family 
 

Please contact the Membership Secretary Rob Andrews if you 
would like to take up 3 year membership when your current 
annual membership expires. 
 



 

Friends welcomed Peter Lamont on the 
22nd of April for an enlightening talk 
about the making of the 1997 film, 
Titanic. Peter started in the film 
industry in 1946 as an assistant print 
boy runner. His career, spanning nigh 
on 60 years, has encompassed various 
roles including draughtsman, set 
decorator, art director and production 
designer. He has been involved in 
eighteen Bond films and has received 
four Oscar nominations, the last two of 
which he won for James Cameron’s 
Titanic. 
Peter illustrated the beginning of his 
talk with the opening clip of Titanic, 
stating that it was thought to be some 
lost archive footage of preparations and 
boarding from 10th April 1912. He 
subsequently revealed it to be the film 
production, highlighting that 
everything was reproduced to the 
utmost detail and the archaic nature of 
the film being created by scratching the 
film. 
Peter described that after surveying the 
possibility of filming in Poland and 
Malta, Rosarita in Mexico was decided 
upon as the location. A new art 
department was created in Mexico City 
and within an impressive 100 days a 
‘’’’’’’’  

 

500 strong crew of English, American 
and Mexican workers toiled 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, to reproduce the 
stunning ship in its entirety. Friends 
were exposed to this enormous task 
through a fast speed video showing 
production as the ship quite literally 
grew out of the ground. 
Peter explained that the high level of 
detail in reproducing all elements of the 
ship came from various sources 
including footage of the real RMS 
Titanic shot from Akademik Mstislav 
Keldysh (a Russian scientific research 
vessel), the private archives of Harland 
‘   

 

and Wolff (Titanic’s original builders), 
and many original items that were 
sourced explicitly for the job. 
Peter recalled a conversation with 
James Cameron the night before the set 
was to be completed. On being asked if 
he was going to be ready, Peter gave 
assurances but couldn’t guarantee the 
paint being dry. Through a final night 
battling with bad rain, tarpaulins and 
heaters, the ship was complete but the 
paint was still wet! Peter stated it was 
‘a very tough picture’ but it was a 
proud moment when the ship had been 
completed. Friends could see the 
finished results through another video 
clip which included scenes of the 
sinking and treacherous damage of the 
invading waters. Within so much 
exquisite detail and stunning 
construction, Peter revealed that his 
favourite part of the set was the boiler 
room. The stage could only encompass 
2½ boilers, and consequently Titanic’s 
5 boilers were created using mirror 
trickery. 
As well as being production designer, 
Peter had the privilege of starring in the 
film as an extra. The second time the 1st 
class dining room appeared, Peter can 
be seen as the Chief Surgeon. 
A question from the floor enquired as 
to what happened to the ship after 
filming. Peter reported that within two 
weeks from the end of filming the 
entire ship had been dismantled. 
Despite all the props being drenched 
and consequently possessing an awful 
stench, everything was dried and sold 
off – even the life jackets! 
Our thanks go to Peter for an 
informative and intriguing talk and for 
sharing his videos and photographs on 
what is considered one of the most 
successful films of all time.    
 

Imogen Pearl Payne 
 

Vice Chairman of Friends Hilary Payne and her husband Garry would like to 
announce the arrival of their daughter, Imogen Pearl Payne. Imogen was born on the 
25th of June at Stoke Mandeville, weighing in at 8lbs and 11oz. Imogen became one 
of the youngest members of the library, joining when she was only six days old! 
Congratulations and best wishes to the proud parents! 

 
 

Making The Film: The Titanic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



On Sunday 23rd May, High Wycombe 
library played host to the world’s best 
detective and his trusty sidekick as they 
required the help of the public to solve 
their latest case. 
Library users were introduced to none 
other than Sherlock Holmes and Dr 
Watson themselves, and, armed with a 
briefing, were sent on a quest to find 
clues scattered about the building. 
Once found, these clues provided the 
means to figure out who committed the 
murder, why they did it, and by what 
means. 
With three of the library staff dressed 
up as Holmes, Watson and a Victorian 
lady, interest in the event was high. 
However, contrary to our expectations 
of it being mainly for the older 
members of the public, families were 
the ones most interested. Being a rather 
warm day, the parents just couldn’t be 
bothered to hunt out the clues and 
instead sat aside as the children sought 
them out. This was balanced by the 
younger players then needing to return  
to their parents for help to solve the 
moderately difficult clues. 
 ‘  

 

With a few die-hard Holmes fans 
coming along to read the authentic 
storyline, the whole day was very 
enjoyable, and seeing the Sherlock 
‘’’’’’’  

 

Holmes book and DVD display 
steadily empty told us that it was all 
worthwhile – even if Watson got 
mistaken for Charlie Chaplin all day! 

The second talk in our programme for 
this year’s Wycombe Arts Festival was 
by our Chairman, Mike Dewey, in 
which he used photographs from the 
SWOP website to show events in, and 
the development of, the town centre 
over the 25 year period between 1945 
and 1970. 
Mike started with the celebrations at 
the end of World War II, moved on to 

the General Election held a short time 
later, and then considered the austerity 
which followed. This coincided with 
the beginning of the redevelopment of 
the town centre, starting with White 
Hart Lane and the corner of Church 
Street and Priory Road. 
Moving through the 1950s, Mike 
showed images of the former iconic 
Wycombe department store, Murrays, 
as shown in the picture to the left. Next 
to be considered was the unfortunate 
destruction of St Mary Street, a sad loss 
to the town’s heritage, to make way for 
the inner relief road, itself now 
destined for demolition. Events at the 
Town Hall, and the visit of HRH 
Queen Elizabeth II to High Wycombe 
were next to be illustrated with 
photographs. 
Mike then took us around the town 
centre to see some of the lost sights,  
before dealing with the development of 
The Octagon and the inner relief road. 
Mike gave a very informative and 
interesting talk. All of the photos used 
in the talk – and many more – are 
available to view on the SWOP website 
at: 
 

www.buckscc.gov.uk/swop 

 

Employee Of The Year Award 
 
Dave Pycroft, Site Services Assistant at 
High Wycombe Library, was this year 
awarded the First Choice Employer: 
Employee of the Year award. 
This award recognizes an employee 
who has demonstrated outstanding 
performance above and beyond their 
normal job responsibilities. 
Dave is an integral part of the staff 
team at the library; without him, the 
library would literally fall apart! Our 
best wishes and congratulations are 
given to Dave. 
 

 
 

Sherlock Holmes 
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     High Wycombe 1945 To 1970 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



In recent weeks the library’s local 
history department have received a 
number of enquiries about the Boer 
War memorial in Wendover, shown in 
the SWOP photograph to the right. One 
customer was interested in finding a 
comprehensive record of the soldiers 
whose names are listed on the 
memorial. Originally, these names had 
been listed on a brass plaque before 
being chiselled onto the obelisk itself 
when the memorial’s metal fixtures 
were stolen. Over the years, decades of 
wind and rain have eroded the wording, 
making the names and inscriptions all 
but readable. 
Recently, the Midweek newspaper 
carried an article announcing that plans 
have been approved to renovate and 
repair the memorial that sits atop 
Coomb Hill. There can be no doubt that 
enduring over a century of British 
weather – especially in such an 
exposed location – is no mean feat. 
However, the fact of the matter is the 
Boer War memorial has had more than 
its fair share of punishment. 
1938 was a particularly bad year for the 
monument. On the 4th of February 
1938, the Bucks Free Press reported 
that the county had been subjected to 
severe gales and storms. The article 
stated that ‘…a howling gale tore its 
way through the countryside, bending 
before its fury even the stoutest of trees 
which cover the Chilterns.’ In the midst 
of the gales an enormous thunderstorm 
developed, and a bolt of lightning 
struck the Boer War memorial. The 
photograph shown below, taken from 
the SWOP collection, shows that the 
‘’’’   

sixty-four foot structure was reduced to 
rubble. Little more than the base of the 
monument remained; the rest of it had 
been scattered about Coombe Hill.  
At the time, the Bucks Free Press 
reported that the cost involved in 
rebuilding the memorial would be 
’’’’’’’  

extreme, and no doubt many believed 
that the work would never be carried 
out. 
Of course, the memorial was entirely 
rebuilt and has survived to the present 
day. It may well need some repairs now 
to bring it back to its former glory but 
it will be nothing compared to the work 
needed after that night in February 
1938. 

 
Coombe Hill Memorial 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Notice of Thanks 
 
Many thanks go out to Anna Taylor 
(Making the Film: The Titanic and 
Moving up the Hill), Liz Sawney 
(Growing up in St Vincent and the 
Grenadines), Rob Andrews (Employee 
of the Year Award), Jonathan Andrews 
(Sherlock Holmes), Mike Dewey (High 
Wycombe 1945 to 1970, Report of 
Annual General Meeting), Josie 
Claridge (Wycombe May Fayre), Susan 
Morton (Space Hop Launch Weekend), 
and Paul Evans (Coombe Hill 
Memorial) for contributing to this issue 
of the newsletter. 
 



One wet Saturday in May saw the third 
year running of the sell out event 
Moving up the Hill. Beginning in the 
museum, around 30 Friends were 
introduced to the history and 
background of the area by local 
historian David Thorpe, before 
embarking on an historical tour 
following the movement of the middle 
classes from the centre of the town to a 
range of impressive houses up 
Amersham Hill and along Priory 
Avenue and Priory Road. 
Backed up by a wealth of statistical 
data from the census records and aided 
by some valuable photos from the 
SWOP archive, David talked about a 
range of abodes owned or rented by the 
town’s wealthy chair manufacturers, 
estate agents, and music teachers, 
complete with a varying number of 
servants, to name but a few 
professions. 
Starting on a circular loop up 
Amersham Hill via Borshams, the 
impressive white building that was 
created for Arthur Vernon, we passed 
the site of the remarkable Desborough 
House which is now a compendium of 
flats.  
 

 

Desborough House is portrayed in the 
lithograph shown above, taken from the 
SWOP catalogue. The picture shows 
Desborough House as it would have 
been in about 1890. 
 We continued on to the dominating 
Grange, and we were invited to 
imagine Walter Birch, chair 
manufacturer, travelling at speed in his 
carriage to this striking residence. 

 

Continuing back along Priory Road and 
subsequently Priory Avenue viewing 
further examples and sharing further 
anecdotes, some of which were 
contributed by members of the group 
who live in similar houses, we 
concluded the walk down Castle Place. 
Our thanks to David for another 
interesting insight into the lives and 
homes of Wycombe’s past. 
 

Moving Up The Hill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Space Hop Launch Weekend 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

pictures of space monsters. Helping 
through the day was Jonbot, the space 
robot, pictured to the left. 
On the 18th, things took a more sedated 
pace, and a storyteller came in to tell 
stories to the children. One of the 
stories read was The Tiger Who Came 
To Tea, and, as a special surprise, a 
tiger came along to join in with the 
story time. 
Both days were a great success and 
were very popular with all involved. 

For this year’s Summer Reading 
Challenge, High Wycombe Library 
took to the stars with Space Hop. 
Space Hop was officially launched on 
the 17th and 18th of July at the library. 
On the 17th lots of children came in to 
join the reading challenge (in which 
they can win stickers and small prizes 
for reading books over the summer) 
and take part in the fun activities, 
which included searching the library 
for hidden planets, and colouring in 
‘’’’’  



Anna Taylor : 

FOHWL Publicity Officer 
 

The profile in this issue of the 
newsletter is of Friends committee 
member, Anna Taylor. Anna is 
standing-in for Hilary as Publicity 
Officer. 
 
Describe your average day at work 
I teach Reception at a primary school 
in Chesham. School starts at 8.30am 
and the parents spend the first 15 
minutes of the morning with the 
children in class. The rest of the day is 
a mixture of adult led and child 
initiated activities indoors and 
outdoors, largely based on the 
children’s interests and needs. When 
the children go home the majority of 
time is spent in staff meetings and 
planning and preparation for the next 
day. 
 
Whats the best thing about your job? 
Working with a great bunch of children 
and staff, and having fun whilst doing 
so. 
 
What words do you hear too often? 
‘Mrs Taylor’ – it is unavoidable in 
class! 
 
Recommend a book you have 
recently read 
I read The Mysteries of Udolpho by 
Ann Radcliffe whilst travelling in 
Nepal. The surroundings in Nepal 
made this gothic novel particularly 
striking. The Nepali lady who we 
stayed with sang the most beautiful 
songs and this mimicked the haunting 
singing in the story. Plus, we 
experienced the most terrific thunder 
storms which added to the atmosphere. 
 
The first record you bought? 
Garbage – I’m Only Happy When It 
Rains. 
 
Your favourite subject at school? 
English Literature. 
 

 
Your favourite food? 
Greengages. 
 
Your favourite restaurant? 
The Inn at Farnborough. 
 
Your favourite tv programme? 
Grand Designs. 
 

   For more information on the 
   work and activities of the 
   Friends of High Wycombe 
   Libraries, please phone Mike 
   Dewey on 01628 525207. 
 
If you would like to join the Friends 
please ask for a joining form at High 
Wycombe Library. 

Alternatively, log-on to the Friends 
website for details on membership of 
Friends, forthcoming events, past 
editions of the newsletter, and much, 
much more! 
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Any interesting skills? 
I love making things and am enjoying 
bead work at the moment. 
 
Any interesting hobbies? 
I am a Guider with a Rainbow Unit, for 
girls aged 5-7 years. 
 
Your favourite place? 
New Zealand and Japan. 
 
Place you would most like to visit? 
Switzerland. 
 
Your happiest memory? 
The 10 months I spent traveling with 
my husband. 
 
Childhood hero? 
My Guide Guider in Suffolk – she 
inspired me to continue Guiding and I 
have been Girl Guiding for about 20 
years now. 
 
What is the best bit of advice you 
have ever been given? 
The Guide Motto: Be Prepared. 

 

 

Autumn 2010 Programme 
 

September 16th – May We Have Another Word 
Annie Hill and Ronald Swains entertain again with words – some funny, some frightful 
– famous and infamous and a special spot of High Wycombe interest. 
 
October 21st – The Mayoralty and Former Mayors of High Wycombe 
Julie Pritchard, Mayor of High Wycombe 2008/2009, will take a reflective look at 
some of the characters who shaped our town. 
 
November 11th – Annual Quiz Night 
Further details available from the library soon. 
 
November 18th – High Wycombe: Natural Host to the National School of Furniture 
Dr Lynn Jones of Buckinghamshire New University will be explaining why she 
believes that the National School of Furniture Project is so important to the town. She 
will give a short historical context to the project and she aims to excite and entertain 
her audience with anecdotes and aspirations intended to revive interest in the subject of 
furniture, flying in the face of competition from our current cultural obsessions with 
celebrity-ism and ‘five minute fame’. 
 
All meetings will be held at the Library, commencing at 7.30pm. With the exception of 
the Annual Quiz Night, entry will be £3 for members of Friends, £4 for non-members, 
and £2 for Students of Bucks New University with valid ID. Entry for the Annual Quiz 
Night will be £5 for members of Friends, and £7 for non-members. 


