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Dear Friends, 
 

WELCOME  to the Spring 
2008 newsletter. The move to 
the new library premises in 
Eden is due to take place 
shortly, with a formal opening 
in early June. More 
information about the new 
library is in an article below. 
The library in Queen Victoria 
Road was state-of-the-art when 
it first opened on the 25th of 
June, 1932. It has a floor area 
of 8,000 square feet, nearly 
four times the size of the Free 
Library, which was situated in 
Church Street. The opening 
ceremony consisted of a short 
service of dedication, where 
the Borough Organist 
accompan 

 

accompanied the singing of 
hymns on a harmonium placed 
on the newly laid turf of the 
ornamental garden. I wonder 
what the opening ceremony of 
the new library will consist of! 
Before then, we have the AGM 
on the 16th of April, followed 
by An Evening With Charles 
Dickens. I would ask all 
members of Friends to try to 
attend the AGM, which will be 
an historic event in the sense 
that it will be our last in the 
current library. 
I look forward to meeting you 
at the AGM, and then at the 
preview tour. 
 
Mike Dewey 
Chairman 
 

 

Closure of the Library 
in Queen Victoria Road 

 
The library in Queen Victoria 
Road will close its doors for 
the final time at 4pm on 
Saturday the 19th of April. This 
is to allow sufficient time for 
the transfer of facilities and 
stock to the new library in 
Eden, which will open in early 
June. 

The New Library 
 

The new library is set to be 
more than just a library – it will 
be a highly valued community 
resource. 
On the ground floor there will 
be a reception desk for general 
enquiries, together with a quick 
choice selection of new books 
and magazines, and means for 
issuing and returning items. 
The Griffits memorial windows 
that commemorate the life of 
James Oliff Griffits who 
championed the first High 
Wycombe Library in Church 
Street will be removed from 
the local studies room in the 
present library and placed on 
either side of the Book of 
Remembrance in reception. 
On the mezzanine floor there 
will be exhibitions, some from 
local community groups and 
others from professional bodies 
such as the County Museum or 
the Wycombe Museum. There 
will be the opportunity for 
community organisations to 
use this space free of charge. 
Museum display cases will be 
present, and there will be 
opportunities for local 
organisations to use the cases, 
which will otherwise be used 
by 

 

by the museums.  
On the first floor there will be 
the majority of the lending 
stock, including multimedia 
material and an enlarged book 
selection. Staff will still issue 
multimedia items, but issuing 
of books will be done by 
customers themselves, using 
Radio Frequency Identification 
Technology. There will be an 
exciting children’s library with 
a pram store, and a special area 
known as ‘Headspace’ for 
teenagers. This will be one of 
only 20 in the country and it is 
supported by lottery funding. A 
drinks machine and a soft 
seating area will be provided 
where people can relax. 
The second floor will house 
PCs for public use, an enquiry 
desk, study area, reference 
books, and the Learning 
collection 

 
Collection. The improved local 
studies facilities will include 
more microfilm readers, 
extended parish register 
coverage, the National Burial 
Index, and the Bucks Family 
History Society Names Index. 
There will also be rooms for 
events and Adult Learning 
classes and, as a response to 
public demand, a quiet room 
for those wishing to study in 
silence. 
Plasma screens displaying 
information will be situated in 
different areas throughout the 
building. These will promote 
local events as well as 
informing customers about 
activities going on in the 
library. All floors of the library 
will be reachable via the lifts, 
and there will be public toilets. 
Not long to go, now! 
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On Wednesday the 20th of February we 
were treated to a fascinating talk by 
Peter Sadd on the evolution of the 
cartoon  which, as the title suggested, 
took us from the early works of 
Daumier to the modern cartoon 
character Dilbert. 
Armed with a PowerPoint presentation 
and a laser pointer, Peter shared his 
vast knowledge of cartoons throughout 
history, which he has acquired through 
his accumulation of a collection of over 
100,000 cartoons. He began by talking 
about the two extremes he had chosen 
for the title of his talk – the early 
politically controversial works of 
Daumier and the more inoffensive 
minimalism of Scott Adams’ Dilbert. 
He then went on to highlight the 
evolution of the cartoon itself. 

 

The audience was treated to a detailed 
look at the early works of James 
Gillray, with Peter pointing out the use 
of multi-layered, subtle humour in 
Gillray’s ‘The Meanness of King 
George’, before being shown how the 
use of satire and caricature have 
maintained relevancy over the years. 
He also showed some examples of the 
perishability of humour over time, with 
cartoons dating back to the early 
twentieth century. 
An active interest was taken by the 
audience as the presentation continued 
to look at the types of humour used in 
contemporary cartoons, including 
recurring themes such as the desert 
island setting, and use of cliché humour 
and surrealist distortion of factual 
knowledge and/or word meanings. 
The talk continued with a look at the 
drawing methods used in the 
development of cartoons, with Peter 
himself admitting to trying his hand at 
the work, and finding a whole new 
respect for the art form in the body of 
work involved. Budding artists in the 
audience were given some helpful tips, 
with Peter explaining the process of 
creating a cartoon and the drawing 
methods involved, including 
developing the piece on a large scale 
with tracing, and then adding shading 
later on in the process. 

 

Peter then talked about the nature of 
the business, informing the audience 
that there are around 1,000 active 
cartoonists and approximately 13,000 
magazines, newspapers and journals 
which contain cartoons. 
During the closing Q&A session the 
audience learned that Peter’s 
inspiration for collecting cartoons was 
his enjoyment in the ‘why’ of the 
cartoons, and that he viewed them as an 
‘intellectual puzzle’. 
After the talk, the audience gave thanks 
to Peter for sharing his knowledge, 
with many present agreeing that the 
talk was most enjoyable, and that it 
gave them a fresh insight into the world 
of cartoons. 

Open Day 
 

Friends held an Open Day at the library 
on Saturday the 2nd of February. The 
purpose was to raise the profile of 
FOHWL and recruit new members. 
Green balloons were handed out to 
children who visited the library, and 
these subsequently appeared all over 
the town! Their parents were canvassed 
by volunteer members of Friends as 
they entered the library foyer, and then 
all the family were invited to partake of 
drinks and cakes. 
12 new memberships were obtained, so 

our membership was increased by over 
20%. Total membership fees taken 
were £89, plus a £10 donation received 
from a well-wisher. The refreshment 
stall took over £80, making the grand 
total raised on the day about £180. 
Many thanks are due to the committee 
members and other volunteers who 
helped to man the refreshment stall and 
who did such an excellent job at 
communicating with and recruiting 
new members. 
The event will be repeated at the new 
library, probably in September – watch 
out for the advertising posters! 

 

New Library Preview Tour 
 

Members of Friends will have the 
opportunity of a dedicated preview tour 
of the new library on Saturday the 26th 
of April. This will be just after the 
fitting-out of the library has been 
completed, but before any books etc 
are transferred over, so we will be able 
to see the premises in a pristine state. 
We will be meeting at the new library 
in Eden at 10.00am. Advance booking 
is essential – phone the library on 
01494 533799 to reserve your place. 
 

 
The Friends go From Daumier to Dilbert 
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hard, and although they were well 
rewarded, many suffered an early 
death. For example, Marie Lloyd was 
earning £100 a week at the age of 16, 
but at 52 she collapsed on stage and 
died three days later. Nearly 40 years 
of hard work had taken their toll and at 
the end of her life she was considered 
to be an old lady. 
By 1868 there were some 200 Music 
Halls in London, and soon they were 
spreading throughout the country. They 
were often hastily constructed and a 
number of serious fires resulted in a 
grim count of victims. The authorities 
reacted by bringing in fire regulations, 
which forced many of the older halls to 
close. Much grander establishments 
were then built, such as the London 
Coliseum (an early example of acoustic 
design) and the Alhambra in Brighton, 
which could seat 3000. 
The heyday of Music Halls was in the 
last two decades of the 19th century, 
when the entertainment was more 
important than the drinking! There was 
a revival in the 1930s and again in the 
1960s, when Leonard Sachs was 
chairman of the Leeds City Varieties, 
where the BBC recorded the Good Old 
Days. Many well known actors and 
actresses started their careers in the 
Music Hall revival at the Players 
Theatre, among them Hattie Jacques, 
Clive Dunn, and Julie Andrews, who 
sta 

starred in a production of The Boy 
Friend. 
Annie illustrated her talk with frequent 
interludes featuring many of the well 
known songs, encouraging her 
audience to sing along with her. Some 
of the audience members surprised the 
others by the extent of their knowledge 
of the words to the songs! There are 
reckoned to be about 24,000 Music 
Hall songs, and Annie encouraged us 
all to remember some of them to pass 
onto our children and grandchildren. 
An interesting and entertaining talk that 
was enjoyed by all present. 

An enthusiastic audience was treated to 
a highly entertaining and participatory 
talk by Annie Woodward. Annie began 
by explaining the costumes worn by the 
Music Hall devotees, although little 
explanation was necessary because 
Annie had come dressed the part! 
She then traced the history of the 
Music Hall. The origins date back to 
the early 1800s in taverns and supper 
rooms, which had a long tradition of 
musical entertainment being provided 
for the customers. Enterprising tavern 
owners then began to provide their own 
purpose-built entertainment halls. The 
first such establishment is credited to 
Charles Morton, who built the 
Canterbury Music Hall in Waterloo. 
The Music Hall performers wrote their 
own songs, which initially could only 
be made widely available as sheet 
music. These were enormously 
popular, the song The Rat-Catchers 
Daughter selling 220,000 copies. 
Themes for these songs were the 
everyday activities of the masses, and 
audience participation was encouraged. 
Performances were often bawdy and 
coarse, and tended to attract the more 
disreputable personage. A chairman 
was employed to control proceedings, 
but mainly to encourage the audience 
to drink, the two main ingredients still 
being singing and drinking. The 
performers had to work tremendously 
hard 

SWOP Report 
 

As the funding from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund finishes at the end of 
June, SWOP is beginning to wind 
down. However, it is planned that the 
project will continue indefinitely, albeit 
at a much lower level of activity. For 
this purpose a fund has been 
established, a contribution to which of 
£200 has already been received from 
County Councillor Richard Pushman, 
who is Buckinghamshire’s Historic 
Environment Champion. This amount 
is to ‘provide an historic record of old 
photographs and documents related to 
Naphill, Walters Ash, and nearby 
communities’. To this end, SWOP has 
been working with local historian Pam 
Smith to archive her collection of 
photographs. 
Other collections which have recently 
been brought into SWOP are those 
from the Marlow Society, and that of 
Brian Wheals. Brian was a prominent 
local 

local historian for the Wooburn Green 
and Bourne End areas, and also a 
volunteer for the SWOP project. Sadly, 
he passed away unexpectedly in 
December 2006. His widow Ann has 
kindly agreed that his photographic 
collection, which he had built up under 
the auspices of the Bourne End 
Residents Association, could be 
included in SWOP. 
We are now able to give talks about the 
project, the first of which was given at 
Wycombe Museum on the 31st of 
January, to coincide with a 
photographic exhibition. The exhibition 
will be toured around local libraries, 
when further talks will be given.  

Executive Committee 
 
Brian Furner joins FOWHL as a 
member of the Executive Committee. 
For the past six months Brian and his 
wife have been helping with the re-
organisation of the Green Collection, 
transferring the numerous documents 
and books into archive quality storage, 
so that they can be preserved for future 
generations. 

 
History of the Music Hall 
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Paul Evans: 

Library Assistant 
 

The staff profile in this issue of the 
newsletter is on Paul Evans, who works 
in all of the departments of the library. 
 
Describe your average day at work 
It’s difficult to think of any day at the 
library as average or routine. On any 
given day I could find myself working 
in the lending library, the music 
department, or the study centre. 
Occasionally I’ll find myself working 
at other branch libraries, and I’ve also 
worked as a school librarian in 
Castlefield. All these posts require 
different skills and knowledge – there’s 
so much more to do than simply 
issuing books and stacking shelves, and 
I think it’s fair to say that our 
customers keep us all on our toes! 
 
What do you like best about the job? 
That’s impossible to answer in a 
sentence or a paragraph! I’ve had a 
number of jobs over the years but I’ve 
never been as happy working as I have 
here, and I can’t think of any other 
career  

 

2004. I spent my 20s working in 
factories and warehouses before being 
made redundant twice. I then went to 
university, gained my degree, and spent 
a couple of years working part time at 
Pinewood Studios, the National Film 
and Television School in Beaconsfield, 
as well as a number of different 
television production companies. Once 
I discovered the pay was terrible and 
the jobs weren’t as exciting as I’d 
imagined I started looking for a regular 
job, and it was more by chance than 
anything else that I found myself 
working for the library service. 
 
Your favourite film? 
I love Raising Arizona and The Big 
Lebowski by the Coen brothers, and 
I’m a big fan of the director Tim 
Burton. However, the two films I think 
I love more than any others are When 
Harry Met Sally and Hal Ashby’s 
Harold and Maude. 
 
Your favourite TV programme? 
There are hundreds I could choose, but 
I never seem to tire of watching Jeremy 
Irons and Anthony Andrews in 
Brideshead Revisited. A perfect cast, 
eye-catching locations, and a beautiful 
bittersweet story. 
 
Any interesting skills? 
I’m very interested in dreams and 
dream analysis. I think this is a 
misunderstood and somewhat ridiculed 
subject, but one that has taxed 
philosophers for thousands of years. 
I’ve also been writing since I was 10 
years old. I used to write short stories 
but developed into a script writer as I 
got older. I’ve yet to attain fame and 
fortune, but I did make the shortlist of a 
BBC competition with my set of scripts 
Cauty and Drummond (Dismissed), the 
adventures of two crime fighting 
librarians. 
 
What is the best bit of advice you 
have ever heard? 
Forgive your enemies, but never forget 
their names. 

 
career I’d rather have. All the staff in 
the library are the nicest people you 
could ever hope to meet. Sometimes it 
hardly seems like work at all! 
 
How long have you worked for 
Bucks County Council, and what did 
you do before? 
I started work for the library in July 
200I 

   For more information on the 
   work and activities of the 
   Friends of High Wycombe 
   Libraries, please phone Mike 
   Dewey on 01628 525207. 
 
If you would like to join the Friends 
please ask for a joining form at High 

Wycombe Library. 
 
If you prefer it, you can use the joining 
form on the Friends website: 
 
 

www.fohwl.plus.com  

SPRING PROGRAMME 
 

April 16 th – Annual General Meeting, then An Evening With Charles Dickens 
Tony Williams presents a talk on the life of Charles Dickens, and the events and 
places which influenced his writing. 
 

May 7th – Moving up the Hill 
David Thorpe gives commentary on the middle classes and their houses in late 
Victorian & Edwardian Wycombe on a conducted walk through the Amersham Hill 
and Castle Hill areas. (Meet at railway station, 7.00pm. Walk will take approx. 90 
mins. Places limited, so prior booking by May 3rd is essential) 
 

May 21st – Visit to the Dickens Museum 
Tony Williams hosts a tour of the Dickens Museum, followed by a conducted walk in 
the local area where there is much of Dickensian interest still to see. (Meet at Kings 
Cross, 6.00pm, then walk to Dickens Museum in Bloomsbury. After an introduction by 
Tony Williams, you will be free to view the museum at your own pace. At about 
7.30pm, Tony will conduct a walk in the local area. Places limited, so prior booking 
by May 7th is essential. Cost for entry to museum is £4.00) 
 

We very much regret that the event planned for May 14th, May We Have a Word, 
has had to be postponed due to the closure of the library prior to its move to the 
new premises. It is planned to re-arrange this for the Autumn. 
 

To book, ring the library on 01494 533799 or Mike Dewey on 01628 525207 
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The library in Queen Victoria Road 
was, when it was opened to the public, 
fully equipped with modern 
conveniences such as oil-fired central 
heating, electric lighting, electric 
clocks, a telephone extension from the 
Council switchboard and a book lift. 
The total cost, including furniture, was 
around £15,750. There was one serious 
problem – the library hardly had any 
books. Although it was designed to 
hold over 25,000 books, the stock only 
ran to 7500 books, many of which were 
old fashioned and dated. A leading 
article in the 31st of March 1933 edition 
of the Bucks Free Press commented on 
this sad situation: 
 
‘High Wycombe Public Library is a 
lovesome thing, God wot, but where, 
thr 

 

are the books? In the old Library in 
Church Street the multitude of the 
books and the fewness of the borrowers 
overwhelmed the small building. Then 
The fine new Library in Queen Victoria 
Road was opened. It seemed a clear, 
light, airy building. The old stock was 
quite lost in the new polished shelves, 
but we told ourselves that these gaping 
tiers of bookcases left room for 
expansion. Then with the fillip given by 
the new building, the number of 
borrowers began to go up and up. They 
haven’t stopped yet. Although the 
Corporation have bought more books 
from time to time, there seemed fewer 
than ever in the Library…’ 
 
As the years passed, the stock figure 
finally reached 20,000 in mid 1936. 
In 1985, District Council drew up a 
scheme for a new arts centre, costing 
£8 million. The County Council was 
invited to include a new library within 
the project, but things did not progress 
well and the scheme was revised, 
finally resulting in the Swan Theatre.  
Another opportunity for a new library 
arose in 1995 when Wycombe District 
Council offered a free leasehold site in 
a new development planned for the 
western sector of the town. Talks about 
this continued for several years and 
many plans were made, but the project 
collapsed in 2001. 
Now, finally, the dreams of a new 
library have become a reality, and a sad 
farewell must be said to the current 
building. Who knows what it will 
become? 

 
Memories of High Wycombe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As the final closure of the library in 
Queen Victoria Road and the opening 
of the new library in Eden draws near, 
we take a look back at the current 
library, and what memories it holds for 
the staff. 
 
The photograph to the right shows the 
opening ceremony of the library on 
Queen Victoria Road, on the 25th of 
June 1932. The library was opened by 
the President of the Library 
Association and Secretary of the 
Carnegie UK Trust, Lt. Col. J.M. 
Mitchell. Originally, the Council had 
approached the Prime Minister, 
Ramsey McDonald to preside over the 
opening, but he declined. Their second 
choice, the Duke of York (later King 
George VI) was also unavailable. 

 

 



“Silence! My Dad used to take me to 
the library when I was a nipper and I 
was allowed my own card at the age of 
7. The library had a slight cavernous 
feel with tall, looming wooden 
bookcases and the much-loved parquet 
herring bone block flooring. I 
remember the old card catalogue 
drawers and used to love pulling all 
the drawers open to look inside, 
flicking through them in the vain hope I 
knew what I was doing! I’ve always 
loved the building and have fond 
memories from when I worked here 
between 1993 and 1997.” 

Fay Ewing 
Deputy Library Manager 
  

“Before I applied for a job here in 
2000, I came to look round, thinking 
how it might be to work here. I saw a 
group of people coming out of the 
staffroom laughing, and thought it 
can’t be bad! I think of the old building 
as a warm and friendly place, and I 
can imagine how imposing it was 75 
years ago when it opened. With 
everything running down and being 
cleaned out for the move to the new 
premises, it is a bit sad. I am looking 
forward to opening the doors for the 
first time at the library in Eden – a 
really exciting time.” 
 

Josie Claridge 
Customer Services Assistant 
 

“Walking into the library on the day of 
my interview was like stepping back in 
time. A dusty wooden floor was 
surmounted by rows of wooden 
bookcases, of varying degrees of 
antiquity. The original oak cases still 
lined the walls, although not always 
with matching shelves. Cheap pine 
cases from the 1960’s projected at 
eccentric angles, looking considerably 
the worse for wear. Crammed with 
books they bulged at the sides, and 
many of the shelves no longer fitted, 
being held in place by nails and 
brackets that were the running repairs 
of my predecessors. The top shelves 
were beyond the reach of all but the 
lankiest mortals, while the bottom ones 
would pose a severe test for arthritic 
knees. Ancient books and peeling 
paintwork added to my misgivings as I 
was shown around. ‘Don’t worry, 
there’ll be a new library soon’, came 
the airy reassurance. Famous last 
words…” 

Peter Mussett 

Librarian, 1987-1997 

“When I first stepped through the 
doors in July 1985 there was talk of 
moving to new premises as we had 
outgrown this one. I like this building 
with its (then) wooden floors and 
bookshelves and couldn’t imagine 
working elsewhere. Nearly 23 years 
later it has become a reality. I shall 
miss this building, but I have to admit 
to a fillip of excitement when I saw the 
‘library’ sign above the doors of the 
new building in the Eden centre.” 

Jocelyn Woolley 

Customer Service Assistant 

“I came here from Leicester City 
Libraries. Having worked here for 
some 5 years, I have generally enjoyed 
my time here. The staff made me feel 
very welcome, and for that I will 
always be very grateful. I have enjoyed 
working in this building – it has 
character and personality. I will be 
sorry to leave, and I won’t be moving 
to the new library having accepted 
employment elsewhere.” 
 

Bill Johnston 
Senior Library Assistant 

“I feel a mixture of pride and sadness 
that we will be the last staff to work at 
this library, that has been here for over 
75 years. I sometimes wonder what the 
original librarians would have thought 
about us, and today’s library service in 
general.” 
 

Paul Evans 
Library Assistant 
 

 
Memories of High Wycombe Library 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Librarian, 1987-1997 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


