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Dear Friends,

WELCOME to this Autumn
2007 edition of our newsletter.
As | write this it is not exactly
Autumn outside, but early July
and just at the start of our late
summer!

In these pages you will find the
usual mix of reports of
previous events, including the

Annual General Meeting on
April 18" a profile of a

member of the Library staff,
and details of our programme
for September through to
December.

We also include a report of the
Library’s 758" anniversary, and
a brief update on progress with
the Eden Project, where the
new Library will be located.

This relocation is on course to
be in late Spring 2008.

So, we are to begin an exciting
time for the Library, and |
know that we will be able to
count on your support over the
coming months.

Mike Dewey
Chairman

75" Anniversary
Celebrations

With the opening of the new
Library now less than a year
away, the 7% anniversary of
the Library in Queen Victoria
Road gave members of staff
and public alike a chance to
celebrate the Library’s historic
role in the community whilst
looking forward to the changes
to come.

The foyer was turned into a
café for the day, with staff and
Friends dishing out free drinks
and cake to the public. The
weather had no respect for the
occasion, so for many of the
bedraggled people coming in
the free food and festive air
was a welcome relief on an
otherwise damp and drizzly
day. Many were happy to stay
and share their memories of the
building as well as inquiring
about the new library currently
being built.

The event attracted attention
from other local institutions as

well, with the Bucks Free Press
dropping by to have a look and
the local Police Community

Support Officers coming in to

chat with the public.

Members of staff were all too

eager to don sashes, and, in
some cases, sparkly tiara’s in
honour of the occasion. It was
in this finery that they had a

collective photo taken just

before the doors opened - a
poignant occasion as we will

probably be the last group to
have this done before a new
chapter is opened in the history
of the Library with the move to
the new Library next year.
Many thanks to all the staff
who helped out and donated
cakes. A special thanks to Liz
Sawney, Deputy Manager, for
all the hard work she put into
organising the event, and the
Friends for their enthusiastic
help serving food and drinks.

SWOP

SWOP (Sharing Wycombe’s
Old Photographs) has now
catalogued over 17,000
photographs. The website,

GH
www.buckscc.gov.uk/swop o*'\‘\ "Q’
2,
was launched on July 3 A - 2
full report will appear in the o ~
next newsletter. o, >

O



The Real Little Dorrit — Dickens and Debtors Prisors

In 1824 Charles Dicken’s father was
arrested for debt and imprisoned in the
Marshalsea. As a result, Charles, who
was only 12 at the time, was forced to
work in Warren’s Blacking Factory off
the Strand where he stuck labels on
bottles for six shillings a week.
Consequently, prisons became a major
theme in his writing. His early work —
Sketches by Badmncluded a description
of a visit to Newgate, while his final,
unfinished novelEdwin Drood has a
scene in the condemned cell.
Imprisonment for debt was a recurring
theme. In his first novel, Mr Pickwick
was sent to the Fleet prison, while in
David Copperfield Mr Micawber was
imprisoned in the King's Bench. Both
Mr Micawber and Little Dorrit's father
were modelled on Dickens’ own
feckless parent. It was not until after
his father’'s death that Dickens felt able
to write about the Marshalsea which he
did in Little Dorrit. This opens with a
mysterious scene in Marseilles prison;
Little Dorrit herself is born in the

Marshalsea and all the characters live
under the literal or figurative shadow of
that prison.

The idea of imprisoning people for
failing to pay their debts dated back to
the thirteenth century when courts were
allowed to imprison anyone who had
not paid for goods. The idea was to
force people who could pay up to do
so. The whole system was under attack
in Dickens’ day and was finally
abolished in 1869. Dickens’ novels
provide a good account of the misery
and despair of life in the Fleet,
Marshalsea or King's Bench, but also
some of the lighter aspects. Debtors
were not criminals and were allowed to
pursue their own trades, enjoy a drink
or a game of skittles or even live
outside the prison if they could afford :
to do so. Curiously, the one feature o have fallen into the clutches of the
prison life which he failed to notice System.

(probably because it did not chime in If you missed the talk by David
with his ambitions as a novelist) was Thomas of the National Archives, an
the huge extent to which charities edited version will be published in
helped those unfortunate enough tc Ancestorsmagazine later in the year.

The New Library

Very good progress is being made with the new fSomi
state-of-the-art library that is being built astpafrthe Eden
Project. Detailed plans for the new library canvimved at
the existing library. The new library will cover ev2400m2,
making it more than twice the size of the exislibgary.
Exciting proposals for the new library include amproved
local studies area, a large children’s library watlseparate
teenage library, rooms that can be used for guistysand
Adult Learning classes, an excellent book and auiioal
selection, lifts to access the three floors, andlipuoilets.

The Book of Remembrance, currently housed in t

entrance hall of the existing library, will be dad over to

the new library where it will be displayed in a vdem
stand, constructed specially for the new librarytiy local
furniture making company, Stewart Linford.

Also being taken to the new library are the twinstd glass
windows that are currently standing at the endhef $tudy
Centre, upstairs of the main library. The two windo
portray a man and woman, symbolising literature and
poetry. It is planned that these will be displayiedthe
entrance hall of the new library, alongside the IBaj

Remembrance.
It is hoped that by this time next year —

maybenewe next

April — the new library will be fully functioningrad open to

the public. Exciting times!



A Brief History of High Wycombe Library Service

The Free Library

It was at a dinner at the Red Lion on
the 23 November 1871 that the seeds
for a Free Library in High Wycombe
were sown. Mr James Olliff Gtiffits
QC, a native of Wycombe, offered
£250 towards the £1000 needed to start
the library.

Eventually a temporary home was
found above Gardener’s grocery shop
in Oxford Road, and the library was
opened on the*IMarch 1875, with 150
books kindly donated by Mr Griffits,
and a few free newspapers and
periodicals.

The library quickly moved to the site of
the Old British School in Church
Street, and opened once more off' 16
April 1876, with a live-in librarian.

After numerous fund raising events, Mr
Griffits handed over the key to a new
endowed library, to the Mayor or'1
November 1882. The library contained
1300 books, three oak bookcases, a
magic lantern, some Turkish and
Kidderminster carpets, 100 chairs and
various bits of stage scenery, artefacts
and pictures.

The Current Library

The current library was opened on June
25" 1932 by Lt Col J.M. Mitchell. The
total cost had been £15,750. Fixtures
and fittings were in ‘fumed and bees-
waxed oak’, it had modern electric
lighting, and a second-hand typewriter.
Unfortunately it had comparatively few

J. H. Gardner’s, ¢193(

Church Street Library, 28" May 1932

books: 7500 in a library designed for
25,000.

Post-war the size of the book stock had
increased to 40,000, but the books were
worn out and uninspiring. By the end
of the 1950s, under Mr Mayes the
number of books rose to 75,000.

The first floor was used as a museum
until 1962, when it moved to Castle
Hill House to make room for a larger
reference area.

Mr Mayes retired in 1971, having
withessed enormous changes both in
society and the library.

In 1974 High Wycombe Library was
transferred to Buckinghamshire County
Council. Society was looking for better
facilities for children, more music and
more reference material. The terrapin
building erected in 1968, for use as a
children’s library, was condemned, and
by 1986 had been demolished.

Plans for a new library have been ‘in
the air’ since 1985, but finally we can
see the next new library slowly
emerging as a reality.

The opening of the Library in Queen Victoria Road,25" June 1932



A Brief History of High Wycombe Library Service

Librarians of the Free Library

1875 - 1876 Mr Groves
1877 — 1892 John Abbott
1892 J.C. Sweetland
1892 — 1907 John Bowler
1907 — 1908 Thomas Morris
1908 — 1928 Edwin Smith
1928 — 1933 Charles Easton

Managers of the Library

1933 -1935 Margaret S. Taylor
1935 -1936 Lilian Hurd

1936 — 1940 Leonard J. Mayes
1940 — 1944 Madelaine Mayes
1944 - 1971 Leonard J. Mayes
1971 - 1987 Ivan G. Sparkes
1987 — 1997 Peter K. Mussett
1997 — 2000 Tina E. Cuthbert
2000 — 2005 Elaine Collier
2005 - Helen Goreham

Leonard J. Mayes Ivan G. Sparkes

High Wycombe Library During the Second World
War

Early in 1939 High Wycombe was declared a safe watémn area
and braced itself for an influx of mothers, babigsildren, teachers
and relocated workers from London. By 1941 thergew®0,000
evacuees in the area — an increase of nearly é alier the normal
population. Considering the war work being dondoical factories
and the proximity of strategic military bases (andeed of London
itself), High Wycombe was remarkably lucky to essayth no more
than a few stray bombs.

One of the more dangerous places in High Wycomipeaned to be
the Library itself. On a hot sunny day early in t&r, a young
library assistant, sent up into the roof spaceitt@dme blackouts,
passed out in the heat and crashed through a bkyligo the floor of
the Lending Library below, bouncing off a book-$tam the way.
Amazingly, he was not seriously injured — althouglstill rankles

that he received no compensation for his torn ektimever mind his
injuries. The second incident was of a firewatolibo was overcome
by fumes from the newly installed staff room gaslar, and was
found dead in the nearby staff lavatory on ThursbéyMarch 1944.

(Excerpt taken from The High Wycombe Library Boolby Martin
Rickard)

Abbey, the new entrance lights of

which can be seen in the distance. The
bridge crossing the River Wye is also

in the background.

This photograph was taken by Ronald

Queen Victoria Road

Looking south towards the new
entrance for The Abbey, this is a view
of the construction of Queen Victoria

Road, circa 1901.

The new road is being constructed to
join up the High Street and Marlow
Hill. The route of this new road is
partly on the old entrance drive to The

Goodearl, and is one of many other
photographs that form the SWOP
collection — bringing history alive with

over 17,000 images of High Wycombe
and the surrounding towns and villages.



The Holistic Approach to Improving Your Health

On March 2% we were fortunate to
have not one, but two excellent
speakers. Both Louise Challand and
Pamela Edwards practice the arts of
Reflexology and Reiki. The evening
started with Louise giving an in-depth
description of her own introduction to
reflexology and its purpose.

Reflexology dates back to 2000BC and
was an Egyptian remedy. In the early
1900s, the practice was introduced to
the West and saw the development of
zone therapy. Energy is the key to
reflexology. Humans have 2000 nerve
endings in their hands and feet; the
treatment consists of applying pressure
massage to simulate these nerve
endings. The object is to give holistic
balance to body, organs, mind and
spirit. Among those ailments where
relief can be given are stress related
illnesses, insomnia, irritable bowel
syndrome, and hypertension.

We then heard about Reiki from
Pamela Edwards. Pamela has a medical
background, being a State Registered
Nurse with over 40 years experience in

all areas of nursing. She now practices
all forms of Holistic treatments, and is
a Reiki Master and teacher. Reiki is an
Oriental word meaning Universal Life
Energy. It is defined as being that

Elgar and his Music

Friends welcomed a knowledgeable
speaker to their third talk arranged as
part of the Wycombe Arts Festival.
Chris Banks from the British Library
spoke about Elgar and his music, in
this, the 158 anniversary of his birth.
The musical holdings at the British
Library are extensive; over one and a
half million items of printed music,
about 100,000 music and music-related
manuscripts and more than a million
discs and other sound recordings,
alongside concert programmes, books,
journals and ephemera. Showing an
example of the earliest piece of printed
music from 1473, Chris described the
process of getting music printed onto
paper asa collision of notes on lines’
Even today, software programmes for
printing music lag behind those for the
printed word.

In her talk, Chris presented extracts
from original scores with their
revisions and alterations, extracts from
the diaries and letters of family and
friends, comments from performers and
musical critics and ephemera such as
concert programmes. She showed how
all these holdings, when set side by
side could build up a detailed
understanding of the creative process,

the business of printing and of
performing. She illustrated this by
reference to one work — Elgar’s Violin
Concerto. We began with the
celebrated 1932 recording of the 16
year old Yehudi Menuhin, conducted
by Elgar himself.

The main inspiration for the B Minor
Violin Concerto seems to have been a
meeting with the virtuoso Austrian
player, Fritz Kreisler, who is reported
as saying, I' place him on an equal
footing with my idols, Beethoven and
Brahms. | wish Elgar would write
something for the violih.

His main work on the Concerto took
place in the first months of 1910 when
he played through the slow movement
with a few friends. By May, while
playing through the first and last
movements with W.H. Reed from the
London Symphony Orchestra, Elgar
wrote This Concerto is full of romantic
feeling. | know this feeling is human
and right. By June, as he was still
working on the orchestral part,
orchestras vied with each other for the
right to premiere the piece.

This was arranged for November™.0
Elgar would conduct the Philharmonic
Orchestra at this the start of their 1910-

power which acts on — and lives in — all
created matter. There are different
forms of Reiki and Pamela described
the hands-on healing method she uses.
The body is self-healing, but for it to
do so it needs energy. This involves
opening the patients ‘Chakras’ (sort of
Meridian points) to release the energy.
This is called ‘being attuned’, and has
the effect of restoring balance and
natural life-force energy to the body.
As with reflexology, the purpose is to
help physical, mental and emotional
problems.

From being a complete sceptic myself,
| must admit to being very impressed
by both presentations, and the
discussion resulting from questions
from the floor showed that many
people have derived real benefit from
these treatments.

Visit to Halton Museum

A group of Friends of High Wycombe
Library were privileged to visit Halton,
where a lot of material is stored for
Wycombe Museum. It was a
fascinating afternoon, with many
interesting things to look at. There was
a marvellous collection of flowers and
birds eggs and nests, lots of pictures,
including paintings of Wycombe by a
local artist, and even a mummified cat
from an Egyptian Pyramid! The staff
were very helpful, and | would really
like to go again, if given the
opportunity.

1911 season, with Kreisler as soloist.
The premiere was a huge success.

In the years immediately following the
first performance, commercial acoustic
recordings were becoming increasingly
popular and Elgar was keen to take
advantage of this. It was in July 1932
when the elderly Elgar conducted the
young Yehudi Menuhin to make one of
the best-known recordings. Menuhin
himself wrote, The music is a
language we share, one that needed no
special  translation... a vocal
expression of the bond that | have felt
when | first played for him

An extract from this recording
provided a lyrical ending to a
fascinating talk. Even those familiar
with the work found interest in the
presentation of the various ephemera.



Programme of Events
Autumn 2007

‘Choosing and Training Your New Dog’
Wednesday 189 September
Tickets in advance from the Library, or on the ni¢f?.00)

Visit to the Stewart Linford Furniture Factory Muse um
Tuesday 9" October
Tickets in advance from the Library (no charge)

Quiz Night at High Wycombe Rugby Club
Friday 19" October
Tickets in advance from the Library (£7.00)

‘History of the British Music Hall’
Wednesday 21 November
Tickets in advance from the Library, or on the nig#2.00)

Christmas Get-together
Wednesday 12 December
Tickets in advance from the Library (no charge)

All events are held at the Library, Queen
Victoria Road, commencing at 7.30pm, except

those on the 9th and 19th of October.

Penny Snelling:
Senior Supervisor

The Staff profile in this issue is of
Penny Snelling, Senior Supervisor in
the main Lending Library.

Describe your average day at work

In addition to some admin tasks and
supervision of staff, | have two

‘librarian’ parts to my job: enquiry

desk and stock work. Some days |
spend the majority of my time on the
enquiry desk. | help to find specific
books, search for information, or deal
with problems and queries from
borrowers. | enjoy this time and get
real delight from locating a website for
someone which can answer their

question, or finding a book which will County.

provide them with a good read. With  What do you like best about your

stock work, I might look at a publishers  job?
website to make suggestions for books Searching for

to add to stock, or process new stock, needing to do anything more with the
or add donations to the catalogue. One information. | also enjoy the people |

For more information on the

AGM Report

The Annual General Meeting for 2006 was held onilA8™
2007, and was attended by over 30 members.

The Chairman reported that the last 12 months lepen a
period of consolidation for the Friends. Our mensh@r has
increased, and our healthy financial position haenb
maintained despite spending just over £2000 fob#reefit of
the Library. This included a set of parish registds for
Local Studies, for a series of Patrick Ryan chidsestory
telling sessions, and the purchase of a microphane
amplifier set. As a matter of policy we have dedid®
suspend further expenditure on behalf of the Liorantil
their requirements for the new Library are known.
Through 2006, we continued giving moral and sonaetizal
support to both Micklefield and West Wycombe branch
libraries, who as | am sure you will know were ® ¢losed
by the County Council. Both libraries were succelsisf their
efforts to remain open as community libraries, and
continue to supply practical help when approprigter
example, we are selling books donated to Mickldfiever
Ebay, with the net proceeds going to the companigiwtihey
have set up to run their library, Micklefield Matie

Because of the low attendance at some of our reatkst we
have decided that for the 2007/08 programme we avily
have talks on alternate months, and of course tihrdéay as
our contribution to the Wycombe Arts Festival.

work with in the Library Service.

And the worst?

Constant shifts and interruptions mean

that no ‘job’ ever seems finished.

How long have you worked for
Bucks County Council and what did
you do before?

Nine Years. Before, | was raising a
family and working on a postgraduate

degree in Old and Middle English
Literature.

ongoing task is to check the quality of
stock on our shelves. If a book is in
poor condition we take it out of stock.
We also remove books that are not
issuing, and swap them with other
libraries and move things around the

Any interesting skills?

some dead languages.

Best bit of advice?

| can read (slowly) some ancient and

One of my friends at school told me to
‘be a warrior, be strong’ I've
interpreted this to mean: assess the
facts, decide a course of action, do it,
and do not worry about having made a
right or wrong decision. The key point
is not to worry afterwards.

Wycombe Library.

work and activities of the

Friends of High Wycombe

If you prefer it, you can use the joining

Libraries, please phone Mike  form on the Friends website:
Dewey on 01628 525207.

If you would like to join the Friends
please ask for a joining form at High

www.fohwl.plus



