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Dear Friends,

WELCOME to the March
2009 newsletter! | am writing
this in the last week of
February, but already it feels
like Spring! Let's hope for no
more snow, although | don't
think that the sentiment would
be shared by the children!

The year 2009 has started with
a bang for Friends, with total
membership up some 20% in

the last few months, and now
nearing 100. The evening talks,
which are now on Thursdays,
have been very well attended,
despite the increase in ticket
prices. In fact, for the talk in
January we made record
receipts — remember that these
funds are being raised for the
benefit of the libraries in High
Wycombe.

| would like to welcome our
new Members Liaison Officer

Angela Rees to the Executive
Committee.

Finally, | would like to remind
you about the AGM at 7.00pm
on April 23% Please do your
very best to attend, and if you
have any comments or
suggestions about our
performance, please make them
known. | hope to see you there!

Mike Dewey
Chairman

The New High Wycombe Library — Progress Report

Since our official opening in
June 2008 | am pleased to
report that we have shown
increases and improvements in
all areas. The most spectacular
measure of success has been in
the number of new members
who have joined the library.
For the seven months from
June to December we joined
3987 new customers, an
increase of 190% compared to
the previous year. Our visitor
figure shows a healthy increase
of 10.6% for the same months
compared to the previous year,
and dont forget that we
haven't increased the opening
hours — just changed the
pattern. The busiest day is
Saturday when we are used by
between 1500 and 1800
visitors, and the quietest is
Sunday, where we are building
to an average of 780. The issue
figures have shown a welcome
increase of 6% compared to the
previous year, and peaked in
August with 49086 items being
borrowed by customers.

Use of the Peoples Network
computers  has  increased
dramatically as we doubled the
number of terminals available
and free WiFi has proved to be
very popular in getting
customers into the library. The
teenage area HeadSpace on the
first floor has proved to be an
interesting challenge, too.

The library was nominated in
two categories in the Bucks
County Council Achieving
Outstanding Performance

Awards and received a
commendation. Two of our
managers, Liz Sawney and

Penny Snelling,
commendations too.
Of course, there are many other
ways to measure the success of
the Library Service, and these
include the events and facilities
we are now able to offer to our
visitors and customers. Every
other Sunday families with
young children can take part in
one of our craft activities. The
Bounce & Rhyme events on
Tuesday and Friday mornings
regularly attract 30 to 50
children with their minders and
buggies! The toy library also
offers parents the chance to
rent a range of toys from
teddies to bicycles! (photo
above). Adult Learning classes
are run on a regular basis in the
rooms on the second floor and
we have been able to hire these
rooms out to our partners and
external groups. The BBC used
these facilities on Friday 13

both got

February to run one of the
southern heats in their poetry
competition for children, called
Off By Heart 60 children from
across the south of the country
spent all day in the library
attending workshops run by
library staff as well as reciting
their chosen poem to a panel of
judges, and in front of a
camera. We joined with the
Bucks Chinese Association to
celebrate Chinese New Year in
style. On Sunday *1 February
there were children singing
songs in Chinese in the
children’s library, a Tai Chi
demonstration on the first floor
and children’s crafts involving
lantern and dragon making on
the second floor.

Many of the activities that take
place in the library are both
organised and run by the
Friends, or take place with their
help. | would like to take this
opportunity to thank all the
Friends that help at and attend
these events.




On a cold bleak evening in the middle
of January approximately 60 people
were treated to a geography lesgam
excellence Our speaker, who we have
welcomed before, was Margaret
Deakin, and her subject for the evening
was a stunning journey through the
diversity of New Zealand.

Margaret explained that the holiday —
with her husband — was special as it
coincided with their Silver Wedding
Anniversary, and that they had enjoyed
some special treats along the way.

A few facts set the scen&ia Ora is
the traditional Maori greeting, and the
Maori word Aotearoatranslates athe
Land of the Long White Clouth New
Zealand, there are 48 million sheep
compared to 4 million humans. 80% of
the population is European and less
than 10% are Maoris.

The Polynesians, who became the
Maoris, arrived progressively from
about 1000AD, but it was not until
1642 that the first European arrived —
the Dutch explorer Abel Tasman. After
skirmishes with the Maoris Tasman left
and it was 1769 before Capt. James
Cook arrived and claimed New
Zealand for the British. In 1840 the
treaty of Waitangi was signed by
Lieutenant-Governor William Hobson
and 45 Maori chiefs. The British
promised to guarantee certain Maori
rights if they in turn recognized British
rule. Even to this day, the treaty is
hotly debated as the Maoris and the
British put different interpretations on
the word kawanatanga— sovereignty.
Geographically, New Zealand is a long
way from anywhere as its nearest
neighbour is Australia, some 1250
miles away. Whilst North Island is
volcanic and has hot thermal springs,
South Island has the highest mountains
(Mount Cook at 12316 feet, pictured
below, and Mount Tasman at 11473
feet) in Australasia.
From Auckland our

journey wa

The Land Of The Long White Cloud

northwards to Cape Reinga (shown
above) where in Maori mythology the
spirits of the dead depart to their
ancestral land of Hawaiki through a
gnarled Pohutukawa tree on a rocky
outcrop. Cape Reinga is where the
Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean,

S

and is 10499 nautical miles from
London.
Southwards, our journey took us

through Rotorua with its hot springs
and a Maori village, then on to Napier
on the west coast. On Februar} 3
1931, an earthquake measuring 7.8 on
the Richter Scale totally destroyed the
town. It was rebuilt within two years in
the art deco style. Every February,3
the people of Napier celebrate by
dressing up in 1930s clothes.

The final port of call on North Island
was the capital city of Wellington,
where a ride on the funicular cable car
to a viewing point over the botanical
gardens and the city is a popular
attraction.

It takes just under 4 hours for the inter-
island ferry to sail from Wellington to
Picton on the South Island, from where
it is a short drive to the Marlborough
vineyards, home of the much sought
after Cloudy Bay wine. The next leg of
the journey was down the east coast via
Kaikoura (the whale watching capital)
to Christchurch, considered by some to
be more English than England with
names such as Oxford Street and the
River Avon.

From Christchurch the Trans-Alpine
Express travels over the Canterbury
Plains, through the magnificent scenery
of the Southern Alps to Greymouth on
the west coast. A drive southwards and
the Franz Josef and Fox Glaciers are
reached. A highlight here is a flight in a
light aircraft, fitted with skis, around
Mount Cook and Mount Tasman, and
then landing on top of Fox Glacier
where the ice is 700 feet thick.

Doubtful Sound (a fjord) was reached
after travelling through Queenstown —
the adventure capital — where bungee
jumping originated. The only way to
see the awesome scenery of Doubtful
Sound is from a boat which goes on a
24 hour trip. Doubtful Sound is so
named because Captain Cook, on one
of his mapping expeditions, was
‘doubtful’ that if he sailed into the
sound there would be enough wind to
allow him to get out.

Finally Dunedin was reached after trips
to Sandy Bay to see the elusive
Yellow-eyed Penguins and Otago Bay
to see the Albatross nesting sight.

In the space of just over one hour we
had experienced a journey that had
taken over three weeks to complete.
The excellent photographs, together
with the souvenirs and artefacts on
display, all contributed to a most
enjoyable evening, for which we thank
Margaret Deakin most sincerely.

Do You Have Skills?

Do you have any skills that might be

useful to the running of FOHWL? Can

you bake cakes, help with serving
drinks at our coffee mornings, help

with setting up the rooms and facilities

at the library for the regular talks? Can
you do write-ups of talks/events or

short, relevant articles for the

newsletter? If you do have any skills to
offer then please contact any member
of the Committee — contact details are
on the back of this newsletter.



Renaming theHogsheadpublic house
as theWilliam Robert Loosleyis an
appropriate way of celebrating the life
of a High Wycombe businessman and
the town’s traditon as an area
celebrated for its furniture design.
William Robert Loosley was a
carpenter and an undertaker who lived
in High Wycombe in the late
nineteenth century. His name survives
as a partner ofHull, Loosley and
Pearce Ltd who still trade in the
Frogmoor area of High Wycombe.
However, Hull, Loosley and Pearce
originally set up a store on the Oxford
Road in the building now housing the
pub.

While the William Robert Loosleyan
be seen as a fitting tribute to High
Wycombe’s furniture based past, the
name of Loosley is also celebrated by
those with a passion for the strange and
supernatural. This is because of the
book An Account of a Meeting with
Denizens of Another Worlavhich is
purportedly a record of Loosley’'s
encounters with a flying saucer and
creatures from outer space.

The story goes that Loosley was a
witness to a UFO in the 1870s, and he
wrote an extensive report of what he
had seen, hiding his report away in a
secret compartment in his writing desk
where it lay undisturbed for nearly a
century until discovered by David
Langford, husband to Loosley’s great-
great granddaughter. Langford had the
story edited and published in 1979.

A few vyears later David Langford
admitted that Loosley’s contribution to
An Account of a Meeting with Denizens

William Robert Loosley
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of Another Worldwas rather less than
might be expected. The truth was that
Loosley had not written of his
experiences with aliens and flying
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Langford’'s book should you wish to

see the source of this complex practical
joke.

Should you find yourself in Oxford

saucers because no such events had Road and in desperate need of a pint,

taken place. David Langford, who
happens to be a sci-fi author of some
note, had created the story himself, and
had used Loosley’s name to help date
the story over half a century before the
height of flying saucer encounters.

To give Langford credit, he has
constantly admitted Loosley’s story is
nothing more than a clever hoax. These
confessions have not stopped a number
of ufologists from citing Loosley and
the book as a true story, and the tale
appears in a few UFO reference books.
Needless to say High Wycombe
Library has a number of copies of

then make your way to th&Villiam
Robert Loosley You can enjoy your
drink safe in the knowledge that the
pub is a fitting memorial to a High
Wycombe entrepreneur, the town's
reputation as a centre of furniture
making, and also to the area’s
reputation as a location to the weird
and wonderful. Cheers!

The photograph below shows the
William Robert Loosley pub as it is
today, whilst the one above shows the
building as it was in 1981 (This photo
reproduced with kind permission of
The High Wycombe Society).

Friends Membership Incentive

Do not forget that if you are a member
of Friends and you introduce somebody
who subsequently signs up to become a
member, you are entitled to claim a
voucher that will let you attend one of
the monthly meetings free of charge.
So, the more people that you encourage
to join Friends, the more events you
can attend free of charge! Ensure that
the new member writes your details on
the membership application form. A
space is provided for them to do this if
they use the application form on the
website at:

www.fohwl.plus.com



Three Voices Of 28' Century Women

In history, the voices of ordinary
people are seldom heard. It was
therefore interesting to hear on
Thursday 18 February a talk given by
Miss Maureen Dennis to the Friends of
High Wycombe Library on the lives of
three “ordinary women”. Their lives,
however, were far from ordinary.

The first was the personal story of Mrs
Ivy Tilbury, daughter of a Wycombe
chair maker, born in the latter years of
the 19" Century, and therefore a young
woman at the outbreak of World War
One. Ivy had described to Maureen the
vivid street life of High Wycombe
when rural and town life mixed without
the trauma of road traffic. She
witnessed the celebrations of Primrose
Day, the civic chaos which resulted in
the reading of the Riot Act in 1910, and
devastating effect of World War One.
More than war memorials, her words
relived the deep and frequent tragedy
which struck millions of families in
times of war.

High Wycombe boasts a centre of
excellence in Wycombe Abbey School
for girls and this school was founded in
1895 due to the determination of
another “ordinary” woman, vicar's

daughter Miss Jane Francis Dove
(pictured to the right). Ivy Tilbury was

a housemaid at the school but was
unaware of the struggle that preceded
its foundation. Miss Dove and others
like her had to make this struggle in
order to persuade society that the
education of girls was just as important
as that of boys.

Miss Dove was one of the first students
at Girton College which was founded

in 1868 by another vicar's daughter,
Miss Emily Davies. Emily had been

told that “as a woman, nothing much is
expected”, but defying convention she
campaigned, lobbied, and even spoke
in public demanding entrance to the
examinations and institutions of Oxford

and Cambridge for women on an equal
basis with men. She was finally

vindicated but Cambridge did not grant
women degrees until 1948.

Maureen’s talk was enjoyed by all
present, and really added some insight
into the lives of the three women.

Members Liaison Officer

Angela Rees joins the FOHWL

Committee as the new Members
Liaison Officer. Angela lives in High

Wycombe, and she is a widow with
two daughters who live in London.

Formerly, her family home was in

Flackwell Heath where she lived for 32
years. Before retiring, she was a part-
time Literacy Tutor for adults with

learning  difficulties. She  was

Programme Secretary for the High
Wycombe Society for 7 years, and has
been a volunteer at Wycombe Museum
for 10 years. Angela is a member of the
Wycombe Wildlife Group, and she

enjoys walking, travelling, history, and

reading.

Advertising The Past

In the last issue of the newsletter we
saw an advert for Dr Williams’ Pink

Pills for Pale People. Below, is an
advertisement for Charles Pearse’s
hairdressers, taken from the Januaty 1
1870 edition of the Bucks Free Press.
This rather strange advert stands out
from others that were around at the

time - it is written as if it was a court
summons, thus giving it a definitive
uniqueness. Pearse, originally from
Somerset, was in the hairdressing
business in Wycombe for many years —
Kellys' directories list him as a
hairdresser at various locations in
Wycombe between 1864 and 1891. His
advertising technique was definitely a
cut above the rest!



Sharing Wycombe’s Old Photographs

The funding from the Heritage Lottery
Fund ended on June 3®008, when
the final report was submitted and
accepted by HLF. Due to the interest
generated by the project and the
demand to include even more
photographs on the website, it has since
been decided to continue on a self-
funding basis. The project team of
Chris Featherstone, Harvey Coltman
and Mike Dewey will continue their
involvement, with the addition of Barry
Gay, and with the support of other
volunteers as necessary. In order to
ensure a full transparency, the project
will now be the overall responsibility
of Friends, with Brian Furner taking on
the role of Chairman of the Steering
Committee.

Photographs from collections loaned by
the Marlow Society, St Joseph’s
Catholic  Church, and Chepping
Wycombe Parish Council are currently
being processed, along with those
loaned by many private individuals.
The website is being regularly updated,
and now includes over 18000
photographs. The two photographs to
the right are fine examples of what is
available on the SWOP database. The
photos show views of Newland Street
and Denmark Street, where the Valiant
Furnishers and the Stewart & Arnold
buildings are visible. These pictures are
dated at about November 1978. Of
course, things have changed in the 30
years since the pictures were taken!
Can you recognise the location?

BCC Overview And Scrutiny
Committee

Friends have been invited to make two
presentations to this committee, whose
function is to monitor the way in which
services are provided by Bucks County
Council and make recommendations on
whether new policies or changes to
existing policies are needed. Issues of
public concern are considered and
changes to improve matters are
recommended. The first presentation
was in June 2008, when Brian Furner
and Mike Dewey informed the
committee about the work of Friends in
supporting High Wycombe libraries.
Friends were invited back in March
2009 to update the committee on our
activities, particularly in relation to the
new library in Eden. More details of
this will be reported at the AGM.

Programme Secretary

Any society stands or falls on the
quality of its regular talks and events
and to achieve this, a Programme
Secretary is required. At the moment,
we do not have such a person on the
Committee; the role is being filled by
the Chairman. If any member feels that
they could take on this important role
then please get in touch with a member
of the Committee (contact details on
the back of this newsletter). Two
members may feel that they could share
the work between them. At the
moment, the programme has been
finalised to the end of May 2009 and as
there are no meetings during the
summer months, the next monthly talk
to be arranged is for September. The
Committee will give full support to any
person who fills this post.

Budding Journalists

Have you ever fancied yourself as a
budding journalist? If the answer is
yes, and you would like to make a
contribution to the Friends Newsletter,
then please read on. The Committee are
looking for any member(s) who would
like to do a write-up of any of the
regular talks or events. ldeally, the
article would be enough to fill one side
of an A4 page, but less or more would
be acceptable. Once completed, the
article would be passed to Rob
Andrews at the library (the Newsletter
Editor) for editing and formatting to go
in the Newsletter. If you would like to
offer your services in this direction or
would like to have more information,
please contact one of the Committee
members. Contact details are on the
back of this newsletter.



Manfred McKenzie :
Family Reading
Development Officer

The staff profile in this issue of the
newsletter is on Manfred McKenzie,
who is involved with promoting
libraries through various events.

Describe your average day at work

| try to start my day with a 2 mile run
in the morning (provided I'm not
snowed in). This sets me up for the
high energy delivery of Makaton
signing and singing sessions with under
5’s and their families. | currently see an
average of 70 families a week
including one Dads-only group every
other Saturday. It's a rewarding job,
promoting libraries, children’s centres,
family reading and literacy with the
support of Bookstart material.

What do you like best about your
job?

The attention... seriously, promoting
the My First Library Card is one of my
favourite things to do at the moment.
Listening to how parents/carers
respond when they first see the green
card with the cute teddy on is priceless!

...and the worst?
Skipping lunch.

What words do you hear too often?
“Do you have a moment?”
Recommend a book you have
recently read

The Color Purpleby Alice Walker.

Notice of Thanks

Many thanks go out to Brian Furner,
Manfred McKenzie, Helen Goreham,
Mike Dewey, Angela Rees, Maureen
Dennis, and Paul Evans for
contributing to this issue of the
newsletter.

Any interesting skills?
| can run... finished the 2008 London
Marathon.

Any interesting hobbies?
Cooking, running, rock climbing, and
watching YouTube music videos.

Your favourite place?
A swimming pool in Tunisia.

Place you would most like to visit?
France (can you believe it?).

Your happiest memory?

Marrying the woman of my dreams!
Your favourite TV programme?
West Wingand Star Trek(any episode,
any series).

Your childhood hero?
Superman (Christopher Reeve).

Your favourite film?

At the moment it would have to behe
Hoax starring Richard Gere, released in
2006

What is the best bit of advice you
have ever been given?

The path of least resistance is what
makes rivers and men be

Spring 2009 Programme

April 23" - Annual General Meeting at 7.00pm
followed byBuckinghamshire’s Rotten Boroughby Julian Hunt
A look at bribery and corruption in Parliamentalgations before the Reform Act.

May 7" —Bucks Cottage Craftdy Mrs J Dineen (Wycombe Arts Festival)

May 14™ — Preserving the History of the Furniture Industrpy Prof. Jake Kaner
and Sharon Grover, Bucks New University (Wycombe Ais Festival)
Saving images and text through the High WycombetEdaic Furniture Archive.

May 23“ —Moving Up the Hill by David Thorpe (Wycombe Arts Festival)

An introductory presentation at Wycombe Museumofetd by an accompanied
walk, to trace how the middle classes in late \fieto and Edwardian Wycombe
moved from the town centre to the Amersham andI€&kll areas.

All meetings, except that on May "23will be at Wycombe Library, 5 Eden Place,
High Wycombe, starting at 7.30pm.

The event on May 2% will commence at 2.00pm with a short presentatin
Wycombe Museum, Priory Avenue, High Wycombe, folboWwby a walk of
approximately 1 hours duration. Tickets must beaigtd in advance from the library
(second floor), and numbers are limited to 30.

Ticket prices for all events are £3 for membersfdtzhon-members.

For more information on the
work and activities of the
Friends of High Wycombe
Libraries, please phone Mike
Dewey on 01628 525207.

Alternatively, log-on to the Friends
website for details on membership of
Friends, forthcoming events, past
editions of the newsletter, and much,
much more!

If you would like to join the Friends
please ask for a joining form at High
Wycombe Library.

www.fohwl.plus.c



