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Dear Friends,

WELCOME to the August

edition of the newsletter. It's
the ' of July as | write this

and summer is really here.
Sitting outside at 10.00pm, its
just like Spain. Hopefully it

will last for at least another 3
months! The first six months of
the year have been very
successful for Friends.
Attendances at our Thursday
evening talks have been high,
yielding record receipts -
money which will be spent for

the benefit of the Wycombe
libraries. But, if this success is
to continue, we need more

members to serve on the
Executive Committee. Both
Mary Woodman (our
Secretary) and myself

(Chairman) will be retiring at
the 2010 AGM, creating a
further two vacancies. Would
all our members therefore
please consider if they could
spare time, not more than a few
hours a month, to serve on the
Committee. If you are
interested, do not hesitate to

contact Mary or myself, or our
Vice-Chairman Brian Furner,
to find out more about what is
involved. | hope to see you at
one of our Autumn events, the
first of which is on 17
September, a talk by Colin
Oakes — a very entertaining
speaker — on Smugglers,
Pirates, and Pressgangs. Who
knows, we might even
pressgang you into joining the
Committee!

Mike Dewey
Chairman

Its been a wonderfully
successful year since the
library was opened on thé?®f
June 2008.

The library has hosted many
successful events during the
past year, including a visit from
Wycombe  Wanderers, a
Valentines disco for teenagers,
and Zoolab, an event for
children where snakes, lizards
and other animals were brought
into the library.

There has been a varied range
of displays in the library —
currently Bucks New Uni has
some artwork  on the
Mezzanine floor, and the
display cases around the library
are showing a range of items
associated with Wycombe’s
mayors, past and present.

The computers that are offered
for use to the public have been
a huge success; for the first
year, they had over 20,000
hours of use, and with an
average of 4 clicks on each
mouse per minute, that
amounts to a total of over 5
million mouse clicks since the
library opened!

One of the great successes of
the new library has been the
teenage section, HeadSpace.
HeadSpace was recently used
to host a national HeadSpace
networking event organised by
the Reading Agency. Over 30
people from 16 libraries across
the country came to the event.
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The day was a great success,
and being asked to host the
event was a large endorsement

of all the hard work and

commitment that the staff at
High Wycombe have given to

the HeadSpace project.

After the serious stuff, the next
event held in HeadSpace was a
beach party. No sand was
permitted but HeadSpace was
decorated with shells, fishing

nets and beach towels. They
made fruit punch and party
food and chose music they
considered suitable for partying
on the beach. Hula-hoop and
limbo games kept everyone
entertained until the library

closed, and then the dancing
began!

High Wycombe’s new library

has attracted interest from
architects,  designers  and

combe Library — The First Year

librarians nationwide.
Representatives  from  the
British Library and more than
30 local authorities have been
given tours of the new library.
The library has also been
entered for the2009 Public
Library Buildings Award in
the Innovation Category. This
award recognises libraries that
demonstrate  excellence in
innovation  specifically in
interior design and the use of
new technologies. High
Wycombe Library was on the
shortlist that was announced in
July, and the results are
published in October, so
fingers crossed!

A free commemorative booklet
celebrating the library’'s first
year (pictured above) is
currently available in the
library. Pop in and grab a copy!



Marion Harvey recounts her experience
of May’s Moving Up The Hillevent.

On the afternoon of Saturday, 23
May, my husband and | joined a group
of some 25 people at Wycombe
Museum for a repeat of last year’'s
highly successful event entitlédoving

Up The Hill This talk and walk was
once again led by local historian David
Thorpe, and explored the move by
middle-class Victorians from the High
Street into newly built houses and
villas in the Amersham Hill, Priory
Road, and Priory Avenue areas. Our
interest in the event stemmed from the
fact that we live in one of these early
‘villas’ on Amersham Hill, and were

Moving Up The Hill

keen to learn more about these houses shopkeepers, church ministers, estate

and their inhabitants.

After a short slide show of properties

we would be seeing on our walk and

maps detailing the development of

building in this area from pre 1870 to

post 1900, we set off along Priory

Avenue. The knowledge David shared
with us came from a variety of sources;
maps, the 1910 valuation of property
survey and the 10-yearly census
returns. Many of the households had at
least one servant and residents included

agents, and those of independent
means. One address in Priory Avenue
was, for a time, used as a boarding
house for the Grammar School and
Frances Dove, headmistress of
Wycombe Abbey School, occupied
another. A number of houses were not
owner-occupied, but  built as
investments and let to the aspiring
middle classes.

Moving on to Amersham Hill we
passed several larger houses built at the
turn of the 2 century for prominent
businessmen of the towithe Grange
(shown above) is one such example: a
substantial red brick mansion built in
1900 for Walter Birch, furniture
manufacturer. Although no longer a
private residence, it is easy to get a feel
for the bold statement of wealth and
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when it was first built. Turning back
down the hill we arrived at the earliest
of the Victorian villas, including our
own house, Hillside, and its semi-
detached partner built in the early
1870s by the Vernon family, local land
agents, auctioneers and architects. The
pair was initially built to letHillside to
John Parker, solicitor, antMontague
House (shown to the left) to a Major
Powell. The census of 1881 tells us that
Hillside employed a governess and
three servants — how times have
changed! In 1898 the house was sold to
Ralph  Birch, brother of the
aforementioned Walter, for £1400.

The walk concluded with a visit to
Castle Place, a row of small cottages
built below the railway in 1877. Many
thanks to David Thorpe for providing
everyone with an interesting and

status such a house must have made worthwhile afternoon.

Preserving The History Of The Furniture Industry

Sharon Grover gave a brief history of
the furniture making industry in
Wycombe. From the familiar sites in
the surrounding beech woods in the
18" century, chair-leg turning by the
bodgers, when Wycombe was
becoming the principle producer of the
famous Windsor chair, to the immense
development and progression at the
beginning of the 20 century with
hundreds of furniture companies
manufacturing in Wycombe; to the
huge closures of furniture factories
towards the end of the century, with
about 26 furniture companies still in
the town today. A range of material in
the form of Furniture Trade Union
reports was also presented. They
provide insights into the landscape of
union activities relating to the

Wycombe furniture trade, ranging from
reported events such as lectures by
Ercolani through to the minutes
describing how the trade was organised
and negotiations  on  working
conditions, etc. This material forms a
different perspective than that given by
the companies’ sales books and
furniture model ranges, which
comprises a large part of the archive
content. The union material provides
revelation into the personal working
lives of those many individuals who
found themselves in this manufacturing
town throughout the 2Dcentury. Jake
Kaner introduced the technical aspects
of the project, giving a brief description
of the digital capture methods used and
the processes employed throughout the
project. GPlan was discussed, looking

at how the company took ideas through
to production, including the making of
prototypes. The work of Kofod Larsen
was revealed. Larsen had been
employed as a designer by E. Gomme
under the ‘Danish range’ manufactured
at Spring Gardens in the early 1960s,
when Scandinavian furniture was very
fashionable. The archive has digitised
nearly 300 of Larsen’s working
drawings. The talk concluded with an
announcement of the launch date of the
website in early September 2009, when
access will be free to the general
public. A three month exhibition is
being planned with the library to start
in October, where physical material
from the archive will be on show
alongside a computer terminal giving
access to the website.



Buckinghamshire’s Rotten Boroughs

On April 239 Julian Hunt treated the
Friends to a talk looking at bribery and
corruption in Parliamentary elections
before the Reform Act.

Members of Parliament, originally
called Knights of the Shire, are
recorded for Buckinghamshire from
1290 onwards. They were soon
afterwards joined in Parliament by two
representatives from each of the
boroughs of Buckingham, Aylesbury,
High Wycombe, Amersham, Wendover
and Marlow. These three last
mentioned towns soon allowed their
Parliamentary privilege to lapse, a state
of affairs which prevailed until 1624. It
was in that year that the lawyer
William Hakewill, encouraged by John
Hampden, successfully petitioned
Parliament for the restoration of the
franchise to the three boroughs. John
Hampden could now call upon the
support of six more members from
Buckinghamshire in his Parliamentary
opposition to the government of James
I. Hampden was to become a cult
figure because of his court case against
Charles | over the legality of ship
money. He thus gained a reputation as
a defender of the individual and the
right of Parliament alone to grant
taxation. His family, however, became
accustomed to bribe the voters of
Wendover to return them to Parliament
over the next 100 years.

Lets take a closer look at two of the
boroughs, namely Aylesbury and High
Wycombe.

At Aylesbury, all householders had the
vote so the electorate was at least 350.
Since the 1% century, the manor of
Aylesbury had been the property of the
Packington family of Worcestershire,
who had many times represented
Aylesbury in Parliament. The Verneys
were also successful on occasion here.

It was the proud boast of the townsmen
that they were ‘independent’ voters, not
in the pay of any one family. In fact,
they ensured a contest at each election
by inviting gullible  would-be
politicians to Aylesbury and then
explaining that it was customary to pay
about £6 for each vote. In 1802, Robert
Bent, a rich merchant with plantations
in the West Indies, secured election by
means of unusually generous bribery.
The election was disputed by an
unsuccessful  candidate  and a
Parliamentary Committee was set up to
examine the evidence. Their conclusion
was that Robert Bent was guilty of
bribery and he was unseated. The case
was followed in 1804 by an Act of
Parliament for Preventing of Bribery
at the election at the Election of
Members to serve in Parliament for the
Borough of Aylesbury, in the County of
Buckingham. The Borough was
enlarged to include the three Hundreds
around Aylesbury. The new Borough
stretched as far as Princes Risborough
and had an electorate of about 1000,
too many for even the wealthiest
candidate to bribe.

At High Wycombe, the franchise was
limited to the Corporation, made up of
about 50 gentlemen and tradesmen. As
the existing members nominated their
successors, it took many years of
political manoeuvre and bribery to
change the Corporation’s
Parliamentary voting intentions. In the
18" century, the Waller family of Hall
Barn in Beaconsfield could rely on one
seat, whilst the Petty family, ennobled
as the Earls of Shelburn, helped secure
the other seat by building the
Corporation a new Guild Hall. High
Wycombe was, it seems, too expensive
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to be a pocket borough of any one
family.

Despite the laws against bribery and
the numerous Parliamentary
investigations into disputed elections, it
was customary for Buckinghamshire
voters to demand money, free goods, a
rent holiday, or at the very least a good
meal, before they would plump for one
candidate or another. The Reform Act
of 1832 removed the franchise from
two of Buckinghamshire’s rotten
boroughs and extended the boundaries
of two more.

Julian gave us an interesting insight
into the corruption that was prevailing
in the political world of yesteryear;
maybe not too dissimilar though, to the
corruption uncovered in Parliament in
present day.

Budding Journalists

Have you ever fancied yourself as a
budding journalist? If the answer is yes
and you would like to make a
contribution to the Friends Newsletter,
then please read on. The Committee are
looking for any member(s) who would
like to do a write-up of any of the
regular talks or events. Ideally the
article would be enough to fill one side
of an A4 page, but less or more would
be acceptable. Once completed, the
article would be passed to Rob
Andrews at the Library for editing and
formatting to go in the Newsletter.

If you would like to offer your services
in this direction or would like to have
more information, please contact one of
the Committee members. Details can
be found on the website at:

www.fohwl.plus.cormr



In the summer of 1944, with the allied
forces pushing through Europe, Britain
became a temporary home to thousands
of American troops, and High
Wycombe played its part. In the 1940s
the American Air Force arrived at
Daws Hill, and Wycombe Abbey was
commandeered as Eighth Air Force
Headquarters, codename ‘Pinetree’.
While its function in the war effort was
a closely guarded secret, it seems that
the arrival of a famous musician could
not be kept under wraps.

In July 1944 Glenn Miller came to
High Wycombe to play a benefit
concert for injured American troops.
Many Wycombe residents quickly
learnt of the concert and did all they
could to evade the military police and
sneak into the Abbey grounds. Albert
Ivermee was one local resident who
tried to find a way to hear the Glenn
Miller Orchestra, and he has happy
memories of the effect on the town of
the arrival of the American troopBy
the time Glenn Miller visited, Wycombe
had dances every night of the week.’
Undoubtedly Captain Miller played
scores of such concerts for those
American soldiers posted in England,
but the Wycombe Abbey concert has
been immortalised in the James Stewart
film, The Glenn Miller StoryIn the
movie Captain Miller's band refuse to

Glenn Miller At Wycombe Abbey

let a V1 doodlebug bomb disrupt their
concert, much to the admiration of their
audience. Over the years there has been
much argument as to whether there was
any threat from bombing that evening,
but one band member, Michael
‘Peanuts’ Hucko, in an interview with
the Bucks Free Presi 1987, insisted
that the V1 had most certainly flown
overhead, and the band had played on.
Unfortunately Captain Miller's concert
at Wycombe Abbey was one of his last,
and in December 1944 he became a
casualty of the Second World War
when he went missing over the English
Channel whilst en-route to France.

Advertising The Past

In this issue of the newsletter, we are
looking at an advertisement for Charles
Harman Hunt's business, taken from
the 17" of January 1879 edition of the
Bucks Free Press. Hunt's approach to
advertising for such a mournful subject
could be viewed as rather strange — the
opening line of Funerals! Funerals!!
Funerals!!'"" seems too enthusiastic for

the service he is offering. C.H. Hunt

was trading in Wycombe for well over

50 years, the business appearing in
Kelly's trade directories from 1869 up

until 1924. It seems that C.H. Hunt

didn't just act as funeral carriage

proprietors; they also acted as timber
merchants, builders and builders
merchants, and auctioneers.
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However, his untimely death did

nothing to silence his music, and the
Glenn Miller ‘sound’ has remained as
popular and recognisable as it was all
those years ago.

The photo above is taken from the
SWOP collection (with thanks to

Wycombe Museum) and depicts Glenn
Miller and his band playing on the back
of a tank transporter, just outside of
Wycombe Abbey.

Many thanks to Albert lvermee for

sharing his memories of the Glenn
Miller visit.

New Members

In an attempt to increase our
membership the committee would like
to enlist the help of current members of
Friends. If you have a friend,

neighbour, work colleague or other
acquaintance who you think may be
interested in joining Friends, then
please encourage them, by inviting
them to one of our regular talks or
events. Although we are keen to enrol
new members of all ages, we are
especially keen to gain some younger
members, who will form the backbone
of Friends in the future. Alternatively,

if you see somebody at one of our talks
who you know or believe is not a

Friend already, please introduce
yourself to them and enquire if they
would be interested in joining. With all

the other tasks involved on the
evenings of the talks it is sometimes
difficult for the committee members to

talk to non-members. If somebody does
express an interest in joining, then by
all means introduce them to a
committee member and we will do

what is necessary to enrol the



On 7" May, Friends welcomed Janet
Dineen to the first of three events held
in support of the Wycombe Arts
Festival.

Janet has lived in Chesham for forty
years and now spends much of her time
talking to various groups about aspects
of Buckinghamshire life in the past.
The subject of the talk was Bucks.
Cottage Crafts, and covered lace
making, straw plaiting, tambour
beading and chair seating.

Lace making was brought to this
country in the 1500s by the Huguenots
who first settled in the East End of
London. They then spread to
Buckinghamshire and introduced lace
making to virtually the whole of the
county, except the south-east corner.
As a result, most villages had at least
one lace school where children were
taught from a very early age. Lace
makers were normally “tied” to dealers
and were often paid with tokens that
they could only redeem at certain
establishments.  When  necessary,
lighting was provided by what looked
like an upturned stool. In the middle
would be a candle and on each of the
four legs would be a glass globe (a
flash) which was filled with water to
focus the light from the candle onto the
work in hand. There were two types of
lace. Up to about 1854 the finest
English lace was known as Bucks lace,
but in the early 1850s machines were
developed that could make lace of a
high standard, very cheaply. However,
the men folk in Bedfordshire realised
the problems and introduced the
Maltese patterns which could not be
copied by machines. Thus, lace made
from the mid-1850s became known as
Beds lace.

Janet explained that regardless of the
number of bobbins being used for a
pattern (sometimes more than a
hundred) only four would be kept in
sight at any one time. Depending on the
design, bobbins had various names
such as thumpers, trollies and tigers
and were manufactured from wood or
bone.

Bucks Cottage Crafts

Records show that Wycombe was an
important centre for lace with Thomas
Fellow of Nayts Mead being a buyer in
1700, Joshua Morris of Newland a
laceman in 1713 and in 1860 Thomas
Gilbert, a dealer, had over 3000
outworkers and a shop at Navarinos
House (now W.H. Smith). In the 1870s
the Education Act meant that all
children had to attend school and did
not have the time to manufacture the
lace to the high standards that had
previously been attained. The resulting
lace was very coarse and un-saleable.
Straw plaiting was carried out by boys
and girls as young as 3 years old, in
unheated rooms to prevent the straw
from drying out. However, they did
have a “chaddy pot” filled with embers
from the bakery, under their seats, for
warmth. To teach the children the
correct way to plait they had a little
ditty: ‘Under one, over two, pull it
tight, and that will dd. To keep the
straw moist the workers would draw it
through their mouths. The only
education that the children would get
would be to count to twenty, as twenty
yard lengths (a score) was the
minimum length that a dealer would
buy. The dealers travelled out and back
from Luton/Dunstable in a day, so
plaiting was only carried out in places
that could be reached within this
timescale. Whole straw produced
coarse hats, but the invention of straw
splitters meant that one length of straw
could be split into 4,6, or 8 splints to
produce finer quality hats. The best
straw for hat making came from
Lagorno in Italy, giving rise to the
name Leghorn bonnets. Finally, the
Chinese undercut the market and
destroyed the businesses in Luton and
Dunstable.

Another important craft in Wycombe
was the caning of chair seats. Initially
this was a cottage industry where the
husband would bring home a chair
frame from the factory and the wife
would cane it and then return it to the
factory. As homes did not have baths
the rushes and canes were soaked in the
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village pond to make them supple.
Eventually, caning became factory
based and in 1867 Edward Hutchinson
employed fifty-four staff, including
sixteen women and girls on caning. A
12-16 year old could earn 5-9 shillings
a week, compared to the 3-6 shillings a
week that a farm worker could earn.
The last cottage crafts to be covered
were tambour beading, frogging and
rouleau work which came and went in
turn according to the fashion of the
time. Tambour beading was practiced
almost exclusively in Holmer Green
and Stokenchurch, where it was
introduced in the 1880s after the lace
making industry had died, utilising
beads or sequins, and was worked on a
frame with the resulting pieces being
used for ball gowns and wedding
dresses. Frogging was decorative work
using threads, to produced patterned
work for button holes and fasteners on
cloaks and coats. Rouleau work,
fashionable during the 1930s and
1940s, used tubes of material and was
made into decorative collars. Rouleau
work again became fashionable in the
1950s for cocktail jackets to go with
dresses.

On display were numerous examples of
all the crafts that had been talked about
and everybody was invited to have a go
at splitting straw into splints using one
of the antique splitters.

Not only did Janet Dineen explain the
importance of the various crafts to the
local economy, but she also highlighted
how different our lives would have
been, as children, if we had been born
in the nineteenth rather than the
twentieth century. Our sincere thanks
to Janet for a most informative and
entertaining talk.



Ann Dawson :
Library Assistant

The staff profile in this issue of the

newsletter is on Ann Dawson, who is
one of our longest serving members of
library staff, having worked for the

Library Service for over 22 years.

Describe your average day at work

A mixture of working on the Media

Desk, helping  borrowers  with

problems, dealing with returned books,
shelving and tidying in the Children’s
Library, and finding items that have
been reserved.

What do you like best about your
job?

Helping parents and children choose
books in the Children’s Library.

And the worst?
Being on my feet all day.

How long have you worked for
Bucks County Council and what did
you do before?

Over 22 years — 11 years with the
School Library Service. | also run a
local school library. Before, | was a
book reading housewife!

Do you have skills?

Do you have any particular skills that
might be useful to the running of
FOHWL? Can you bake cakes, help
with serving teas and coffees at our
coffee mornings, help with setting up
the rooms and facilities at the Library
for the regular talks? Can you do write-
ups of talks or events, or short, relevant
articles for the Newsletter? If you do
have any skills to offer, then please
contact Rees or any member of the
Committee. Details can be found on the
website at:

www.fohwl.plus.com

What words do you hear too often?
Don't jump off there!
Recommend a book you have
recently read

Goodnight Mr. Tom by Michelle
Magorian. A children’s book which is
also a lovely read for an adult — you
will need a hanky.

Any interesting hobbies?

I don't have time for hobbies unless
you count reading, but | did spend two
summers transcribing gravestones for
the Bodleian Library.
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The first record you bought?

Too long ago to remember, but | was a
teenager in the 60s so it must have been
The Beatles

Your favourite place?
Anywhere in the fresh air that is
peaceful and quiet.

Place you would most like to visit?
Machu Pichu.

Your happiest memory?

Not a happy memory as such, but a
feeling of great peace. Sitting on a
quiet slope on my own looking out

over the Grand Canyon listening to the
sound of silence; awe-inspiring.

What is the best bit of advice you
have ever been given?
Think before you spee

Notice of Thanks

Many thanks go out to Mike Dewey,
Julian Hunt, Ann Dawson, Brian
Furner, Paul Evans, Helen Goreham,
Rob Andrews, Jake Kaner, Karen Hills,
Mary Woodman, and Marion Harvey
for contributing to this issue of the
newslettel

Autumn 2009 Programme

September 17 - Smugglers, Pirates, and Pressgariys Colin Oakes

October 2 — Quiz Night

October 15" —Understanding Islamby Mohammed Khaliel

November 20" — A Year at Kew- by Dr. Peter Brandham

All meetings will be at Wycombe Library, 5 Eden &a High Wycombe, with a
7.30pm start. Ticket prices for all events excéyet Quiz Night are £3 for members,
£4 for non-members. For the Quiz Night, prices #efor members, £7 for non-
members, including a buffet suppdéyt not drinks which attendees are asked to

provide themselves.

For more information on the
work and activities of the
Friends of High Wycombe
Libraries, please phone Mike
Dewey on 01628 525207.

If you would like to join the Friends
please ask for a joining form at High
Wycombe Library.

Alternatively, log-on to the Friends
website for details on membership of
Friends, forthcoming events, past
editions of the newsletter, and much,
much more!



