Going Foreign (or the Channel Islands)
Preparation
These are the things you can prepare beforehand which reduce the last minute activities and ‘de-stress’ the whole experience.
· Make yourself up a ‘trip folder’ – a ring binder with plastic pocket sleeves to hold all the paperwork you will need!  All tidy and in one place.

· Overseas VFR maps covering the area you are flying in (I use Jeppesen 1-500,000 VFR maps rather than each countries own ‘official’ maps - as they are perfectly ‘legal’ and you can get them for all European countries so you get used to one style of presentation)

· Route PLOG with two alternate airfields designated – track, bearing, distance, time and height (care when checking French military airspace heights).  I recommend Jeppesen Flitestar VFR flight planning software, which also shows you the ‘vertical profile’.
· Mark up map with routes and highlight ‘avoid’ areas 

· Book the required dates on the MRR booking system

· All en-route frequencies (I mark these on the map itself).

· Print all airfield plates from the official AIP’s and have copies with you – for destination and alternates.

· Consider taking with you an overseas equivalent of ‘Pooleys’ (Delage for France etc.)

· Fill out GAR / GENDEC form – 2 copies – You MUST do this if going to another country and you MUST do it for flights to IOM, Channel Islands and N Ireland etc.)
(see MRR Home Page)
· Fill out ICAO flight plan – required for all international flights and flights over water
(see MRR Home Page)
· Printed weight and balance calculations 
(take with you in flight papers)
· Printed fuel plan 
(take with you in flight papers)
· Printed take off and landing distance calculation 
(take with you in flight papers)
The day before the flight
Activities that can be done the day before.  This takes the stress out of the day itself.

· File GAR / GENDEC form with Gloucester and keep a second copy for yourself (latest 16:00 the evening before the flight)

· File ICAO flight plan with Gloucester (can be done on the day of the trip, but you must then allow 1.5 hours after filing before engine start – so better the day before).

· Get NOTAMS, print and check for both UK and France (see the country’s AIP for this.  France is www.sia.aviation-civile.gouv.fr ).
· Weather forecast check (metoffice etc.)
· Get any PPR or customs notice required from airfields you are landing at.

· Pre-flight check the aircraft 

· Fuel the aircraft to required level - have the firemen do it and tell them you are flying to France or whatever – they will invoice MRR without charging VAT!
· Make sure good stock of sick bags handy

· Take spare oil with you

· Check aircraft technical log and flight log – any technical ‘no go issues and is there enough time left until 50 hour check for your trip etc.?)
· If leaving early, let the fire crew know.  Saturday mornings they are busy with the scheduled flight from Jersey and don’t move other aircraft until 11:00 – so either make sure it is at the front of the hangar or left out etc.

· Pack the aircraft with the stuff you will need (control lock, lifejackets, headphones, life raft, ELT, seat belt cutters, etc.)

The day of the flight
· If you have not already done so, file the ICAO flight plan (either fax direct to Manchester or give to Gloucester desk)

· Make sure everyone has had a recent ‘pee’!

· Pack a ‘goody bag’ of choc bars and water (bottle useful for drinking out of and pee-ing into – just don’t get the two confused!)
· Print weather forecasts, 214, 215, 414, 415 (Europe), TAF’s and METARs etc.

· Keep camera handy

· Pre-flight A Check as normal

· All passengers wearing lifejackets correctly

· All passengers fully safety briefed and advised of ditching procedures

· No need to ‘book out’ as the flight plan will have done that for you (it is a good double check that the flight plan has been filed and Gloucester tower can ‘see’ it.  EGBJ will automatically activate the flight plan for you on take-off).

· This is a personal thing, but some pilots do a ‘mag check’ in-flight before coasting out – this is the same as doing the mag check on the ground – just don’t switch all the way to off.  The point is to discover if both sets of mags are still OK before you are over-water and if not, you can land.

· Always talk to someone over-water (London Information, Manston Radar etc.).  They will want you to report ‘coasting out’ and will want your estimate for the FIR boundary (i.e. mid-channel).

· Generally, you change to the overseas frequency a couple of minute before the FIR boundary and request a frequency change in the normal way.

· You must ‘clear customs’ at the first point of landing in a ‘Schengen country’ (France, Belgium etc.) so make sure the airfield has customs and if notice is required, that you have given this – ideally by fax or telephone – keep a note of the conversation or a copy of the fax transmission slip).

Must have with you in the plane 
This is a list of the items you must have with you on the plane as you may be ‘ramp checked’ by French or other customs.  They do this occasionally by selecting a person at random in the knowledge that the person selected will ‘spread the word’ around the UK.
· Original and ‘official ‘ POH for the TB10 (from the locker)

· Aircraft certificate of registration (in the blue folder)

· Aircraft certificate of airworthiness (in the blue folder)

· Life jackets for each passenger if crossing water

· Life raft for France (they have been known to stop a plane taking off without a life raft)

· Passenger manifest (a copy of the GAR / GENDEC will do for this)

· ELT

· First aid kit

· Fire extinguisher

· Military interception procedures (already included in the G-OFLG Flying Handbook).

· Insurance certificate

· Proof of VAT paid (copy original invoice showing VAT paid is in the file)

· Pilot licences and valid medical
· Radio licence

· Written route plan with two alternate airfields

· Written fuel plan (see MRR Spreadsheet)

· Written weight and balance (see MRR spreadsheet)

· Written TO and LDG distance calculations (see MRR spreadsheet)

· Official ‘plates’ for the destination and both alternate airfields

· Some form of pilot photo-ID – passport will do here.
Other useful things to take or consider
Weight is the enemy, so travel light.

· Take control lock with you and fit on every overnight stop (stops controls banging against the stops in any strong winds

· All people on the plane must have valid passports to clear customs

· Consider tie-ing the aircraft down if tie down points and rope is provided

· Take and use the chocks – I always chock the nose-wheel

· Towing hook – for moving the aircraft around by hand

· If re-fuelling overseas, refuel on landing if this is available – you don’t know how long the queue will be or if anyone will be available if you re-fuel when you leave.

· Be careful as some overseas airfields do not accept credit cards and you may have to pay in cash.

· If touring for a week, do you really need to take a change of clothes for each day?  You can wash stuff on the go in hotel rooms and save weight.

· Some airfields have codes on doors as you exit the airfield.  You must note these on leaving as you cannot get back airside without the code.

· Generally, overseas airfields are happy for you to pay on leaving.

· Note that once you have cleared customs in one ‘Schengen’ country, you do NOT need to clear customs again, until returning to the UK.  So once cleared customs in France, you can fly to ANY French, Spanish, Dutch or German airfield and do not need to clear customs again.  However, if crossing from one country to another, you DO still need to file an ICAO Flight Plan.

· If going to the Channel Islands, do the group a favour and land there with empty tanks and fill it up to the gunnels as the fuel is VAT and tax free.

· If routing to Normandy or Brittany, consider a fuel stop at the Channel Islands as fuel is very cheap there.

· The weather may force you to be flexible in your departure and return dates and your itinerary en-route, so be ready for this.

· DO tell Gloucester of any change to your previously notified customs arrival time – it is NOT OK to leave Gloucester before your stated arrival time.  Alternatively, clear customs in a different UK airfield with customs facilities first (e.g. Shoreham etc.).

· Take a mobile phone with you with lots of numbers.  You can get auto UK and European TAFS and METARS on the phone (numbers in the Flying Handbook in the plane).

Useful links

French AIP and NOTAMS (and can file flight plans on-line)

http://www.sia.aviation-civile.gouv
USAF Europe Weather (Forecasts and Satellite Images etc.)

http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil/ 

UK Met Office

www.metoffice.co.uk 

UK AIP (Airfield plates and information)

www.ais.org.uk
Av Brief (some free and some pay for use aviation services)

www.avbrief.com 
European Airfields (Listing with links)

http://avia-dejavu.net/europa.htm 

MRR Home Page (Spreadsheet calculator, GENDEC and ICAO Flight Plan forms etc.)

http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/hirlehey/flying%20general.htm 

