The Church of Scotland ~Gordon Presbytery~ Area Group 2

Meeting 16 March 2009 at Howe Trinity Hall

Attending: Howe Trinity: Rev John Cook, Liz Laing, George Laing

      Cluny and Monymusk: Rev Euan Glen, Louise Craigmyle, Dot Gray

      Cushnie and Tough: Rev Margaret Garden

      Kemnay: Rev John Renton, Leslie McKay, Mike Mair 

      Apologies: Upper Donside: Rev Brian Dingwall

The meeting was opened with Prayer and John Cook agreed to Chair the meeting

1. Form of meetings: It was agreed there should be a rotating chair and different venues for meetings.

2. An agenda prepared by John Cook and notes from the meeting on 2 October were agreed as a basis of discussion.   

3. The last Big Thing and Next Big thing: each congregation as invited to share something big that had happened recently and something big they were planning. These can be found on the first news sheet attached.

This led to a discussion about how to share ideas. It was agreed to use:

The office at Kemnay as a gathering point for information for an A4 newssheet including good news and prayer points.

Information from congregations to be at Kemnay Church Office kemnay.church@btconnect.com by the 3rd Monday of each month. This could be used for magazines and prayer.
4. Prayer: A discussion on opportunities for prayer led to Mike Mair agreeing to a link 

            person for occasion prayer get-togethers.  
5. Visits of Congregational reps: it was agreed representative link people should make 2 visits a year to different congregations: take the greeting of the congregation and possibly participate in the service by the reading of scripture.

Link people would be invited to the re-dedication service at Kemnay on 19 April for the 10.00 am service and lunch after. 
6. Working with other denominations: There was a wide ranging discussion but no conclusion. The Donside Celebrations did include other denominations and possibly there could be event/s in the future which could do the same. It was agreed good work is already being done by those congregation who have neighbouring churches of other denominations. 
7. Joint Service: Mission 2010 could provide the opportunity to have a joint service with all congregations participating. There was general agreement that a large event in 2010 would be good. John Cook agreed to be in touch with the Home Mission Convenor. It was agreed to look at this at the next meeting and to await the Home Mission Committees plans. 

8. Back to Church Sunday:  It was generally agreed congregations would support this and for 27 September. We await the Home Mission Committee providing an evening for more information.
9. Homecoming: it was difficult to see how the Area Group could be involved in this and recognised that different congregations are already doing some things. 

10. Appointment of Additional Ministry: it was noted that while it is possible for an appointment to bee made by an informal grouping of congregation it was strongly recommended that this should done under formal Parish Groupings,  and this was the approach Gordon Presbytery was taking. 
11. Joint Training events: This is something we could look at some time in the future.
Date of next meeting: 9 September 7.30 pm at Cluny Church Hall.  
GOODNEWS 
MONYMUSK AND CLUNY

Monymusk Church has new lighting and decoration

Cluny has had repairs to windows. 

Red Nose day coffee morning 

Sunday School will have a joint Easter Service. Children will teach congregation about the Passion The service will be filmed

Planned joint Services for each month 

Homecoming service will b e held inviting children who have been baptised to a special service. 

Carols services at Christmas were very successful 

HOWE TRINITY 

The opening of the new hall has been welcomed. 

Puppet ministry being developed.

 The establishment of a praise band has been welcomed at occasional services.

Courses planned: You’re an Angel, Alpha courses.

KEMNAY 

Church Project providing a refurbished church. 

2 members visiting partner church in Lebanon during Easter week... 

Back to Church Sunday planned

CUSHNIE AND TOUGH

Advent meal very successful using Alternativity material  

Hoping for refurbishment at Tough Church 

Puppet group being re-established 

PRAYER POINTS
CUSHNIE AND TOUGH 

Pray for congregations during the vacancy

Pray for change at the church at Tough
