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Prayers for December 2010


The Season of Advent begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, this year on the 28th of November.  Traditionally it is a time of slowing down, self- reflection and spiritual preparation for Christmas.  That is difficult to do in our busy world today.  A daily discipline of reading and prayer can help us to apply the brakes a little.
ADVENT HOPE

Wed 1st Collect for the 1st Sunday in Advent
Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness
and to put on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;
that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
      to judge the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  
Romans 13.11-14
Thu 2nd
We pray, O God, that all creation will be renewed, and we will be a part of that renewal Isaiah 65.17-25
Fri 3rd 
God, strengthen our hands, knees and hearts, to work for you, pray to you and love you. Isaiah 35.1-10

Sat 4th

God, set your hope in our hearts, as you set your rainbow in the clouds. Genesis 9.12-17

ADVENT PEACE

Sun 5th
God, we pray for disputes between nations and peoples in the world today, that they may be resolved in a peace which is deeper than the end of fighting. Isaiah 2.1-5
Mon  6th 
God, turn your face towards us and give us your peace
Numbers 6.24-26
Tue 7th 
O Lord, we praise you for your chosen one who brings us peace
Isaiah 9.6
Wed 8th 
God, our minds are so busy and so changeable.  Today, keep us focussed on you as the heartbeat to our daily living Isaiah 26.3
Thurs 9th  
Lord, God, may we so live that you favour and peace rest upon us Luke 2.14
Fri 10th  

God, whatever is unresolved in my life, let me seek to solve it. Luke 2.29
Sat 11th 
Thank you for Jesus, our peace, born to reconcile divisions between nations, between individuals, and within each human heart. Ephesians 2.14
ADVENT JOY
Sun 12th  
God, may the reading of your word bring joy to our hearts and make us strong. Nehemiah 8.10
Mon 13th  

God, this day is your gift to me – help me to rejoice in it. Psalm 118.24
Tue 14th  
Loving God, may I plant seeds today which will produce joy in years to come. Psalm 126.5,6
Wed 15th 
God, may the life I lead and the words I speak result in joy in heaven. Luke 15.7
Thu 16th 
God, may the things I ask you for, and the things you give me, result in complete joy in my life.  John 16.24
Fri 17th

God, thank you that Jesus wants us to share his joy in all its fullness John 15.11
Sat 18th  

Loving God, may I be able to rejoice in the knowledge that all the young people for whom I have responsibility walk in the truth 3 John 4
ADVENT LOVE
Sun 19th 
Thank you, God, for your love. Romans 5.8
Mon 20th 
Thank you, god, that nothing can separate us from your love. Romans 8.35-39
Tue 21st 
God, may we show our love for you by doing what you tell us. John 14.15
Wed 22nd 
Thank you, God for what you have prepared for us.  I Corinthians 2.9
Thu 23rd 
God may our love for you impel us to love our brothers and sisters. 

I John 4.20-21
Fri 24th CHRISTMAS EVE
Thank you, God, that you want to be with us here on earth.
Matthew 1.18-25
Sat 25th  CHRISTMAS DAY
Thank you God for sending your word and your light into your world
John 1.1-5
Sun 26th  
Forgive, us, Lord, when we fail to perceive and to receive the presence of your son. John 1.6-14
Mon 27th

Thank you, Father God, that Jesus takes us to you side. John 1.15-18
Tue 28th 
In the midst of all the business of this season, help us to make room for you, Lord. Luke 2.1-7 

Wed 29th 
Thank you, God, that spiritual experience prompted the shepherds to practical action. Luke 2.8-15
Thurs 30th 
When we return to our ordinary routines, help us to treasure up all these things and ponder them in our hearts.

 Luke 2.16-20

Fri 31st 
Thank you, Lord, for our family trees – even for the skeletons in the closet. Matthew 1.1-17
