
Canine Health Concern
PO Box 7533, Rait, Perthshire PH2 1AD

Telephone 01821 670410

Date

Dear Sir

We, the undersigned, are dog owners who are losing faith in the veterinary profession and in 
our government.  Many of us believe that our dogs were made ill or killed by unnecessary 
vaccines.  We have signed our names in memory of our dogs, our family friends, who were 
damaged by vaccines, and we have added their names to our signatures so that they can be 
counted as mattering.  Others of us are signing because we have read the science relating to 
annual vaccination, and we feel strongly that change is required.  

We are not suggesting that pet owners leave their pets unprotected against viral disease.  We 
also understand that many dogs appear to withstand annual vaccination without apparent 
harm.  Others, though, do not.  

We are simply stating a known scientific fact – that annual vaccines are not necessary, and 
they are not without harm.  Many of us have blamed ourselves for not knowing this fact, and 
for following veterinary advice without question.  Our dogs look at us with love and trust in 
their eyes, and we betrayed them through our ignorance.  

We are signing this letter so that other dog owners, and cat owners, can be informed of the 
known science, so that they do not have to stand over the bodies of their dead animals and 
ask, “why did nobody tell me?”  We are calling for informed consent for pet owners, and 
asking that vets in practice warn pet owners of the known possible side-effects of vaccines, 
namely allergies, organ failure, brain damage, arthritis, paralysis, epilepsy, and a wide range 
of immune-mediated diseases including cancer and autoimmune haemolytic anaemia. 
Sudden death, described as anaphylactic shock, is another acknowledged vaccine reaction 
that pet owners should be aware of before consenting to potentially unnecessary shots.  

We are dismayed that veterinarians and veterinary vaccine manufacturers are allowed by law 
to promote veterinary products such as annual vaccines, which come with known side-effects, 
when there is no scientific evidence to say that they are necessary.  

We understand that vets are required to follow datasheet guidelines, and that the VMD has 
allowed veterinary vaccine manufacturers to hide behind duration of immunity studies of only 
one or three years.  It has taken independent scientists to show that vaccines protect for 
much longer.  We are grateful to these independent scientists for doing this work.  

We also understand that vets, MPs and political parties receive money from pharmaceutical 
companies; that professors in veterinary teaching establishments, and the establishments 
themselves, receive funding from industry; and that most if not all of the large animal charities 
in the UK are also in receipt of funding from veterinary vaccine manufacturers.  We are also 
concerned that officials within our government departments might also receive pecuniary 
advantages from veterinary pharmaceutical companies.  

We, the undersigned, ask that protective measures be instigated so that pet owners can 
make informed decisions; that they are told the full truth so that they can choose wisely on 
behalf of their pets.

Yours faithfully

Catherine O’Driscoll, Canine Health Concern, for Oliver, Prudence and Samson; 
Robert Ellis, Canine Health Concern, for Samson and Jazar



Jan Rasmusen, Dogs4Dogs, award-winning author Scared Poopless
Chrissie Mason PhD
Liz Jay BA(Hons), for Lulu
Lisa Lister, for Puzzle
Terry and Satu Bateman, for Baron, Eiger and Brogan
Jens and Christina Diron, for Tallinn
Eve Kueh for Trekkie
Maggie Marshall, for Fleur and Brucie
Gill Aitken VN PhD, for Bill
Elizabeth Smith, for Hoocha and Bertie Bull
Julie Arnold, for Jess
Barbara Halliday for Nora
Alison Ingram BA(Hons), for Oskar
Heather Peterson, for Ben
Pat Nightingale, for Lady
Julia Roth Nicholson, for Poppy
Mandy Payne, for Gunner
Eileen Tuulos, for Tia Maria and KC
Christine Rogers, for Sasha
Victoria Herbert, for Luna and River
Linda Bland, for Cully, Freya and Rosie
Bet Hargreaves, for Ailsa
Christine Bailey BA, for Tasha
Wendy & Garry Galt for Bailey, Sandy, Sarah, Carson, Sage
Jytte Smith, for Zoe
Barbara Burgess for Zilzie and Patch
Antonia Bancroft for Bandit, Fay and Hamish
Jan Vallance BA(Hons) MSc, for Gunn
Anne van Poelwijck, for Chatter, Rose and Mandy
Judith Coveney BA/Ed, for Elsie
Barbara Clark AAMET, for Rosie
Anne Aitken PASIACT , for Tansy
Jennie Wilcock-Bates, for Poacher
Veronica Steel, for Millie
Debbie Hill, for Max
Judith Longman, for Shah
Trisha Scott, for Hannah
Madeline Pook, for Barnaby
Sylvia Walker, for Tailor
Steve and Alison Pearce, for Minx
Sally Cronk, For Sadie
Joyce McDowell, for Bailee
Gail Gwesyn-Price APDT, BIPDT, ACA, NCAB, CSI, for Abel
Kath Rayson, for Oliver
Douglas M Decker SLC,  for Alex, Casey and Nikko
Edward McKenzie-Clark, for Hamish
George and Christine Ridley, for Shem
Sarah Rutherford BA Hons, for Kerrie
Christine Wyndham-Thomas, for Lucky
Lisbeth Gjetnes RN, for Zoe and Pippa
Chris Salter, for Dexter and Leo
Pat White, for Sabre
Nick and Lisa Healing, for Jake
John and Sheryl Kobel and Family, Kingdom Cavaliers, for India
Morgana Washington, Welcome Home Sanctuary, for Samson
Janis Mattson, for Mocha Joe
Liz Levelle ND Dip Hom, for Pepper
Bruce and Jean Hellingsworth, for Morgan
Debbie Sutherland, for Mojo and Rocky
Barb McKee, for Bailey, Vegas and Muggins



Anne Grose, for Merrie and Stitch
Judy Williams RGN NDN MAR, for Teifi
Gary Robert Smith, BSc Hons MAPM
Deborah Molwuka BSc(Hons) 
Sandy and David Bridger
Andrea Kirk
Linda Johnstone
Alison Poulton
Doreen Simpkins RGN, SCM, RHV, CSWM BA
Debbie Newman
Linda Johnston
Pat Baxter
Christine Crawford
Maurice Lea
Mari-Carmen and Edward Carson
Alexandra McGough BSc
Ren Astley
Naomi Black
Sean Crabtree
Gabbie Slade
Jason Tully
Mary Carlin
Caroline Nash
Sarah Hold BHSAI
Kathy Roberts
Donna Saunders
Tracy Southern
Robert P Warwick
Jackie Field
Sally Walters
Christine Maylor
Cheralyn Lewis BSc BA
Christine Eldridge
Stella Coombes
Diana Hamilton-Andrews
Helen Roberts BSc Hons
Helen-Kimball-Brooke BA MA MBA FRSA LCPH MCHE RMANIM
Brian Cleghorn
David and Patricia Bryan
Rev Peter Cawood
Marilyn Erbe
Penny Craig
Kelly Hodgson
Alison Frost
Martin J Schor M.D. F.A.C.S., Diplomat, American Board Of Urology, Fellow, American 
College Of Surgeons
Anne Peter
Deborah Gornall   MBIPDT  KCAI, Tinklebury Papillons and Chihuahuas, A.P.D.T.
Sharon Hardwicke
Fiona McCann
Sandra Brigola, Von Hapsburg Danes
Shirley Robinson
Alison Merryfield 
Veronica Merryfield
Lesley Pegg
Zita Wells
Patricia Sears, BIPDT (Advanced Instructor)  APDT  FDTCB
Joan M. Anderson, for Bene
Edie Downey


