
MEET SPANGLER, a bouncy, 
energetic, fun-filled and loving 
three-year-old Golden Retriever. 
òHeõs just absolutely beautiful,ó 
says Spanglerõs proud owner, Maria 
Cooper. òHeõs so full of life. He just 
loves people, and I just love him. All 
the family loves him. Heõs so gentle 
with my little grandson, who is only 
a year old. Mind you, he also - very 
carefully - steals the socks off the 
little chapõs feet! 

òOn the other hand, he can be 
boisterous. Martin and I have four 
children - three daughters and a son 
- between us. The interesting thing 
about Spangler is that he wants to 
play rough with Martin and our son, 
but when heõs with the girls, he likes 
to sit and be stroked. Itõs as though 
he knows.ó

Spangler is also a proud dog. He 
seems to know that heõs gorgeous 
and very, very loved. òI donõt see 
him as a dog,ó says Maria. òTo me, 
heõs a person. Heõs no less than any 
person I know.ó

At the age of six months, 
Spangler was diagnosed with hip 
dysplasia and entered weekly 
sessions of hydrotherapy. òSpangler 
has been so unlucky with his 
health,ó says Maria. òHe had to 
have an operation on his knee, 
and the op failed twice. He was 
referred to a specialist surgeon in 
the end, and that did the trick. 
The surgeon described Spangler as 
ôa resilient, happy character who 
gives unconditional love wherever he 
goesõ.ó 

Spangler is Maria and Martinõs 

constant companion. òHe goes 
everywhere with us,ó says Maria. òIf 
we go on holiday, Spangler comes, 
too - he was in France not so long 
ago, although I have to admit we 
decided not to put him through a 
long flight to Canada recently.ó 

Considering that Maria was 
allergic to dogs when she was 
younger, Spangler was very much the 
miracle puppy. òWhen Martin and I 
got together and we visited Martinõs 
brother who has a Golden Retriever, 
I realised that my dog allergy was 
a thing of the past,ó says Maria. 
òMy dream was fulfilled when we 
brought this lovely, cuddly puppy 
home with us.

òEvery morning Martin gets up 
before me, and Spangler follows him 
around. Then heõll wait by the side 
of the bed until I wake up. I go into 
the bathroom and heõll wait outside 
for me. On a couple of occasions, 
Martin has got into the bath, and 
Spangler has jumped in with him! He 
fills the house with fun and laughter. 
Heõs just full of life and happiness.ó 

So devoted is Maria to her special 
boy, that she took to sleeping 
downstairs while Spangler recovered 
from his knee operation. òHe was in 
a frame for eight weeks,ó says Maria. 
òHe went through so much, but Iõm 
in awe of the fact that his personality 
never changed. He was gentle all the 
time; the pain and restriction never 
got the better of him.ó

When an animal is ill or 
suffering, and a human takes care 

of him, a special bond develops 
- a tenderness. And so it was with 
Spangler. When he died, Maria and 
Martin were plunged into a grief so 
deep that Maria believes she will 
never recover from it. òI feel like I 
let him down so badly,ó says Maria. 
òIf only I had known.ó

On Saturday 18 March, three-year-
old Spangler was taken for a free 
health-check and booster. By Sunday, 
Spangler was extremely lethargic 
and refused to eat or drink. Maria 
called the vet on the Sunday evening, 
who advised that as long as Spangler 
wasnõt vomiting, he would be okay, 
and he should be taken back the next 
morning.

Spangler was panting rapidly 
through Sunday night and the couple 
tried to make him as comfortable as 
possible. He was given a thorough 
examination on Monday morning and 
the vet administered an antibiotic 
and a drug to bring down his high 
temperature. At home, Maria tried 
to spoon-feed water into him, as he 
appeared to be dehydrating.

On Tuesday, still panting and 
refusing food, Spangler was returned 
to the vet where another antibiotic 
was given, plus another drug to bring 
his temperature down. On Wednesday 
there was no improvement, and blood 
was found on his bed. Maria began to 
look on the internet to see if there 
might be any information about 
similar reactions to vaccines. 

òI found that reactions like these 
are more common than are made 




