
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Issue No. 2 August 2005 

 

Welcome 
 
Welcome to the second edition of the Worcester City Netball League Bulletin, keeping you up to 
date with the latest news on Netball in the City. 
 
This Bulletin will be produced quarterly and will be distributed by post and email as well as being 
available on the Worcester City Netball website www.wcnl.co.uk   
 
If there is anything particular you would like to see included in future bulletins or any comments you may have, please do 
not hesitate to contact either Christine King on 01905 759336 email: ckeats7@aol.com  or Sharon Box on 01905 611506. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Chris & Sharon 
 

The Committee  
The Committee is made up of the following members: 

 
PRESIDENT    Sue Maund  FIXTURES  Sarah Edwards 
VICE PRESIDENT   Wendy Beasley  AFFILIATIONS  Karen Moore 
CHAIRPERSON   Tracey Cooper  TOURNAMENTS Chrissy Hunt 
VICE CHAIR / COACHING SEC  Sharon Box  UMPIRING  Steve McLeod 
SECRETARY    Rachel Ussher  PRESS & IT OFFICER Kelvin Lye 
TREASURER    Wendy Beasley  AGM SECRETARY Janet Weaver 
ASST TREASURER   Tina Wibberley 
Co-Opted Members 
Christine King, Jayne Austin, Bev Weaver, Catherine Mullen, Kelly Maiden and Debbie Cole 

 
SPOTLIGHT ON: Kelvin Lye 
How did I become involved in netball? 
My daughter Becky had just started year 7 at High 
School when I spotted an item in the local paper for 
“Little League” which was starting at Bishop Perowne 
School on a Saturday. She was very keen on netball and 
asked to go. I took her along and after a couple of weeks 
the organiser Glynis Birchley who ran the sessions asked 
if I was staying to watch; I told her I was, to which she 
replied, “well if that’s the case you’d better get a whistle 
for next week”.  The rest, as they say, is history. 
 
Umpiring Involvement: 
I umpire for Evesham Ladies in the Premier Division & 
Saracens Crusaders in Division 1, but I am not affiliated 
to a specific club. I also regularly umpire for 
Worcestershire i.e. Second team and U18’s. I have been 
a “C” Umpire since 2002 and am currently working to 
pass the “B” test. I recently suffered a setback in this 
when, I failed the practical test in April, but I am 
determined to pass and will soon apply to take the test 
again. 
 
 
 

Umpiring Highlights 
In the winter of 2002 I travelled with the Worcestershire 
squad to Sophia Gardens in Cardiff to umpire a pre-
season friendly against the Welsh International Squad. I 
have to say that I could have done with turbo injection in 
my trainers. It was so quick. To make matters worse the 
Welsh Netball Assoc. were using the game to assess 
their “A” Umpires. I was slightly overawed. Last season I 
was fortunate enough to umpire Evesham Ladies v 
Falcons Yellow (Leicestershire) in the National Clubs 
League, as a late replacement for an umpire who had got 
lost on the way. Great game, and I thoroughly enjoyed it. 
 
Committee History 
I was co-opted a few years ago when Sarah Edwards 
asked me if I would be interested. I was and am still 
there with the title of IT Officer. It was my idea to create 
the website, but ideas are o.k. as long as someone can 
put them into practice. I was a complete novice and had 
to teach myself the basics, but I hope you will agree that 
we have made a quantum leap since those early days 
and that you find it useful. 
I am also a serving member of the County Committee 
(Publicity Officer). I write match reports when I can and 
supply them to the local paper. 

 

 



 
Family Involvement 
My two daughters Becky & Katy (already mentioned) 
both play netball. Becky is currently at University with 
one year to go and unfortunately her netball activities 
have been reduced to only playing in the summer at the 
moment with Saracens Blades. She has represented the 
County at U18 & Third team. Katy plays for Saracens 
Royals and has played for County at U16 & U18. She 
now moves up to seniors for what is to be the final 
county season before the new structure comes into 
place. 
 
Aspirations for the Future 
To pass the “B” test and to be the best that I can.  For a 
Worcestershire netballer to play for England and if it 
happened to be my daughter that would be a bonus. 
 
Ever played the game 
Yes I have, once. A Mixed tournament at Stourport 
where I suffered a thumb injury in the first game 
intercepting the ball, and suffered pain for about 18 
months after. My footwork was awful. I did not have a 
clue which one went down first. 
 
Why I enjoy netball 
Netball is a fast, skilful sport not given the recognition 
that it deserves. Played at the top level it is as good as 
any other. As an umpire I like to be challenged and I 
believe that Netball does just that where I feel other 
sports wouldn’t. 
 
Other interests 
I love cycling and my sporting hero is 7 times Tour de 
France winner, Lance Armstrong, but unfortunately due 
to netball commitments I rarely get the opportunity. I 
used to play football & cricket but am now reduced to 
watching it on the TV. 
 
 
WINTER LEAGUE AFFILIATION INFO 
At the time going to press, information on the winter 
league affiliation was not available. 
 
SUMMER TOURNAMENT ROUND-UP 
Worcester City Netball League held a handicapped 
tournament on 6th July. 25 teams started the tournament 
and 8 teams passed through the group stages into the 
quarter finals. We managed to avoid the rain and a great 
tournament was had by all.  Evesham Blues and 
Saracen Royals semi went into extra time but Royals 
managed to take the lead to go through to the final. In a 
repeat of the winter tournament final, Saracens 
Crusaders again faced their club mates Saracens 
Royals. This time it was the turn of the veteran 
Crusaders team to grasp victory, winning 9-7. 
 
Next tournament Sunday 21st August 10am - Charity 
Versatility - open within divisions. 
 
 
 
 

 
FUNDING APPLICATIONS  
All Winter and Summer League teams were recently 
invited to apply for funding to aid junior development 
within their team/club.  As a League we received a 
donation from a disbanded local club, who have asked 
us to re-distribute their monies.  Eight applications have 
been received to date (deadline 31/7/05) and these will 
be discussed, on merit, at our August committee 
meeting.  We shall hopefully be able to help a number of 
teams, if not all, and will inform you in our next newsletter 
of the decisions made. 
 
UMPIRING ROUND-UP 
Yet again the committee have been left in an awkward 
situation regarding umpiring courses, one of the areas 
you desperately want us to address.  We are only too 
aware of the critical need to get: 

1. Current “beginners” tested 
2. “League Approved” �:  “beginners” 
3. “Beginners �:   “C” award (course/test) 
4. Beginner courses. 

 
Plans are in place to organise venues, dates and testers, 
and teams will be notified asap.  We apologise as ever 
but appreciate your patience.  Any urgent umpiring 
problems can be referred to the committee and we will 
endeavour to help you in the meantime. 
 
On a more positive note, the committee recently 
organised an Umpires’ Forum, open to all umpires, 
players, coaches etc.  Two dates were offered in June at 
U.C.W. and two superb evenings held, led by  
Warwickshire’s “A” award umpire and tester, Gary 
Holden.  The events, offered to you free of charge, cost 
the league £254.00, yet were attended by just 29 people!  
Whilst we appreciate the problems lack of courses have 
been causing, we would have liked to have seen more 
teams represented, using this as a great opportunity to 
keep up to date. 
 
Teams have also recently been contacted to enable us to 
up-date our umpiring database, an essential starting 
point for everyone struggling for umpires!  We also asked 
for details of individuals requesting courses, but to date 
have only received 12 replies from over 60 letters!  
Please try to help us to help you! ........... 
 
NEWS ALERT 
Just before going to print, Kelvin Lye contacted me 
to say that he had been approached by Sarah 
Mackay, Club & Workforce Development Officer, at 
the Community Sports Partnership, to ask if there 
was a need for any umpiring courses over the next 
12 months and at what level.  It is only a possibility at 
the moment, but one we would not like to miss.  To 
register interest, can teams/individuals contact 
Kelvin via info@wcnl.co.uk  saying what level they 
are interested in and what time of year they would 
prefer courses to be run.  This needs to be finalised 
by the 30 th  August as Sarah is preparing a booklet on 
what is happening over the next 12 months.  Any 
queries, please let Sharon or myself know. 
 



 

 
COACHING COURSE ROUND-UP 
University College Worcester’s newly appointed Sports 
Development Officer for netball, is in the midst of 
confirming to W.C.N.L. the next six month programme of 
courses.  Those on the current Level 1 waiting list will be 
offered a late August course, and will be contacted 
directly.  All teams will be notified of further Level 1’s and 
the whole programme.  If you would like to register your 
interest in the new courses (Level 1’s, bridging, 2’s etc) 
please feel free to ring Sharon Box on 01905 611506 or 
write to Sharon at 60 Flagmeadow Walk, Worcester, 
WR1 1QQ. 
 
HIGH 5 DEMONSTRATION EVENT/SENIOR 
EXHIBITION GAME 
Book in your diaries Sunday 11 th September, which 
promises to be an exciting afternoon of Netball!  
Worcester City Council’s Community Sports Coach, 
Becky Giles, has organised a “High Five” demonstration 
event, followed by a Worcestershire County vs Wales 
Open Squad Senior Exhibition game. 
 
“High 5” netball is the nationally recognised version of 
the game for Under 11’s, which emphasises technical 
skills, understanding of the rules, knowing how to work 
as a team, and the ability to play all positions.  The event 
will include a demonstration, practices, games and a 
question and answer session.  It is particularly aimed at 
teachers, sports co-ordinators, local leagues, sports 
development officers etc. 
 
The whole event runs from 2pm-6pm with the senior 
game at 4.00pm – all taking place at Perdiswell Leisure 
Centre in Worcester. 
 
Any help on the day would be gratefully received (even 
offers of tombola prizes!) and can be forwarded via 
Sharon Box. 
 
NETBALL MAGAZINE 
All affiliated members to “England Netball” should 
receive their own free copy of the “Netball” magazine, bi-
monthly.  This lively magazine is a superb round-up of 
local, regional and national netball news, plus many 
features on skills, drills, rules development, kit offers 
etc……..  Contributions and/or queries from readers are 
welcomed in the magazine.  If you are not receiving a 
regular copy and would like to, contact England Netball 
at: 
 
Netball House 
9 Paynes Park 
Hitchin 
Herts 
SG5 1EH 
Tel: 01462 442344 
Fax: 01462 442343 
editor@englandnetball.co.uk  
 
 
 
changemyaddress@englandnetball.co.uk  

 
 
TEAM PROFILE –VALE PACERS 
One of our new summer Division Five teams, Evesham 
based Vale Pacers formed back in March 2005 from a 
group of school friends and their acquaintances!  
Compared to many of us they are a youthful team of 19-
23 year olds, with a gradually improving record in the 
league having won 4 of their games so far. 
The team train at Prince Henry’s in Evesham throughout 
the year and have, we hope, enjoyed their opening 
season.  We wish them success. 
 
If your team would like to be featured in our newsletter, 
please contact Chris King or Sharon Box on the numbers 
above. 
 
 
ADDICTED TO SPORT 
Addicted to Sport is a new business providing sports 
clothing and equipment. We aim to provide goods that 
we would want to wear and use, in good order, on a 
timely basis and at prices that we would expect to pay. 
 
Our mission statement is “to be a competitive retailer of 
sporting equipment, providing quality goods on a timely 
basis. Ever striving to meet the needs of the customer  
by continually reviewing the range of products sold. “ 
 
The Addicted to Sport shop is an on going growing shop 
(say that 10 times quickly!!!!). We started with netball as 
this sport is very close to our hearts. However, we have 
interests and expertise in other sporting activities and  
we will expand so that a wider range of sports are 
covered. We anticipate this will enable us to provide our 
customers with a wide selection and be certain that they 
get exactly what they want and need at the right price. 
 
We sincerely hope that you enjoy browsing through our 
website and that we are sure that your experience with 
Addicted to Sport, your one stop sports shop, will be a 
pleasant one. 
www.addictedtosport.co.uk  
 
 

  
 
The Saracens Head is now host to the WCNL Committee 
meetings.  It has a great function room available for hire, 
along with an excellent atmosphere for that special 
occasion! 
 
Look out for our next edition due out at the end of 
November.  Contributions are welcome for this issue. 
 



Worcester City Netball League - Summer 2005 Sat 30th July 

Premier Division                         

Pos. Team Name Played Won Drawn Lost For Against Goal Diff. Points 
1    Saracens 12 12 0 0 599 278 +321 60 
2    Evesham Reds 12 11 0 1 584 379 +205 56 
3    Saracens Royals 12 9 0 3 475 431 + 44 49 
4    Malvern Ladies 12 7 0 5 442 433 +  9 41 
5    Stourport Sports 12 5 0 7 474 478 -  4 35 
6    Alfabets 12 5 0 7 459 491 - 32 33 
7    Beaumonts 12 4 0 8 481 520 - 39 32 
8    Royal Exchange 

Belles 
12 4 0 8 407 496 - 89 30 

9    Headliners 12 3 0 9 302 482 -180 21 
10    TWS 12 0 0 12 357 592 -235 12 

Dvision 1                               

Pos. Team Name Played Won Drawn Lost For Against Goal Diff. Points 
1    Saracens 

Crusaders 
11 10 0 1 572 337 +235 51 

2    Malvern Seniors 11 9 0 2 496 382 +114 48 
3    Worcester Coll 

Tech 
10 7 0 3 352 322 + 30 38 

4    Peacocks 10 6 0 4 395 365 + 30 34 
5    Misys 11 5 0 6 395 433 - 38 33 
6    Smart Cut 2 11 4 0 7 402 447 - 45 28 
7    RSRE Lasers 10 4 0 6 349 399 - 50 27 
8    BJ Dappers 11 2 0 9 332 455 -123 20 
9    Tarkett 11 1 0 10 295 448 -153 16 

Division 2                               

Pos. Team Name Played Won Drawn Lost For Against Goal Diff. Points 
1    Malvern Comets 11 9 1 1 514 377 +137 50 
2    Mountfield 11 8 0 3 444 397 + 47 45 
3    Saracens Colts 10 6 1 3 286 263 + 23 37 
4    Hillside 11 4 1 6 398 367 + 31 33 
5    Blue Mods 11 4 1 6 330 350 - 20 30 
6    Grove Ladies 10 5 0 5 344 400 - 56 30 
7    Access 2 11 5 0 6 296 361 - 65 30 
8    Smart Cut 11 3 0 8 326 358 - 32 21 
9    West Malvern 10 2 0 8 283 348 - 65 20 

Division 3 

Pos. Team Name Played Won Drawn Lost For Against Goal Diff. Points 
1    Keystones 11 8 0 3 388 332 + 56 44 
2    Ladybirds 10 6 1 3 334 327 +  7 37 
3    Link Ladies 9 6 0 3 375 364 + 11 34 
4    Lions 10 5 0 5 371 374 -  3 32 
5    Ledbury Magpies 9 4 0 5 280 280 --- 28 
6    Saracens Blades 8 4 0 4 302 274 + 28 27 
7    Campbells 10 3 1 6 279 313 - 34 26 
8    Misys Ladies 11 5 0 6 366 346 + 20 25 
9    Lone Rangers 8 1 0 7 265 350 - 85 12 

Division 4                               

Pos. Team Name Played Won Drawn Lost For Against Goal Diff. Points 
1    Evesham Jades 11 11 0 0 561 278 +283 55 
2    Evesham Blue 10 9 0 1 426 204 +222 47 
3    Saracens Cubs 11 8 0 3 495 286 +209 44 
4    Rockets 11 6 1 4 371 381 - 10 34 
5    Smart Cut Hawcs 11 4 1 6 363 446 - 83 28 
6    Wildcats 10 3 0 7 276 419 -143 19 
7    Smart CutZ 11 2 0 9 252 505 -253 14 
8    Castaways 10 1 0 9 263 448 -185 11 
9    Knotts 11 3 0 8 204 244 - 40 -2 

Dvision 5                               

Pos. Team Name Played Won Drawn Lost For Against Goal Diff. Points 
1    Comets Blue 10 8 1 1 448 241 +207 44 
2    Baily Bells 11 8 0 3 318 305 + 13 43 
3    Dolphins 11 7 0 4 306 259 + 47 39 
4    Evesham Green 10 8 1 1 337 98 +239 38 
5    Honeyz 10 6 0 4 204 204 --- 20 
6    Taureans 11 2 0 9 230 407 -177 18 
7    Manor Ladies 11 3 0 8 212 349 -137 15 
8    Vale Pacer 9 2 0 7 150 216 - 66 12 
9    Comets Red 9 1 0 8 151 277 -126 4 

 


