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BRADENSTOKE PRIORY.

HE sites of Abbeys and Priories are as a rule found
either by the side of a running stream or in some
beautifully secluded spot; but here is a Priory set
on a hill, Bradenstoke Hill, to the right of Dauntsey
Station, on the main line of the Great Western

Railway, from whence, entering the wicket gate to the right of

the “ Peterborough Arms” and climbing the steep ascent by

way of the old cart track, the Priory may be gained in some
twenty minutes. And a right glorious situation it is. The
view from the hill alone, much enhanced of course from the
attic windows of the modernized refectory, is of great extent
and beauty, particularly northward, whilst the south-cast
embraces the celebrated hill of St. Ann's, “ Tan Hill,” where
annually a great fair for business and pleasure is held on

August 6th. .

Bradenstoke hill is one of the highest oolitic ranges of
North Wilts, and within a stone's throw of the Priory is the
fortified position of Clack Hill.

A deep fosse cuts off a headland between two valleys ; on
this headland there is a square earthwork with high banks and
a deep ditch, enclosing a beacon mound in the centre. Camden

refers to Bradenstoke as being that place, without doubt, to
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which Ethelwold carried his devastations in the year gos. At
which time (Camden quotes Brompton here) he put to military
execution all Brithendune (that is all in Braden Forest) as far
as Bradestok, or, as Higden more rightly calls it, Bradenstoke.
Here, then, Walter d’Evreux, father of Patrick, Earl of Salis-
bury, and great grandfather of Ela, William Longspée's wife,
founded, in 1142, a Priory for Augustinian or Black Canons.

It was one of a cluster of four religious houses which
stood on or near the banks of the lower or western Avon, the
other three being Malmesbury (Benedictine), Stanley (Cister-
cian), and Lacock (Augustinian). Its name has been variously
written as Broadstoke, Bradenstock, or Bradenstoke, whilst
popularly it is known as Clack Abbey. As indicated by the
poet, William Lisle Bowles, Canon of Salisbury (died 1850),
we find the remains on the edge of that long sweep of hills
which formed the south-western bounds of the ancient forest of
Braden, from whence the Danes descended like a storm to lay
waste the country about Chippenham and Lacock.

The Priory remains are confined to the Refectory range
on the north side of the cloister court or garth, with the Prior's
house at the east end, and the domestic offices to the west. A
vaulted undercroft with octagonal piers supports the whole,
and this undercroft is an admirable example of early Decorated
work, of about A.p. 1320. It served as the cellar, or depository
for provisions.

The Refectory Hall is lighted with what were three beau-
tiful two-light windows, the dividing shafts being unhappily
gone. These are of curvilinear tracery, set between bold
buttresses. At the west end of the refectory are the usual
three doors opening into the kitchen, wine cellar, and buttery
respectively. At the other end of the hall are the Prior's
chambers, with corner staircase and garderobe turret, out of
the parapet of which sprang a so-called * holy thorn,” until -to
the great annoyance of the late Sir Gabriel Goldney, Bart.—it
was plucked by a vandal hand. This *scion of the Glaston-
bury thorn” is to be seen in Buck’s view of the Priory,












