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Newsletter no. 173 August / September 2004

Task Reports

6™ June — Snelsmore Common — Photos Neil Frankum & Richard Coles
A day of wandering aroundthe southern parts of the
common, slasher in ore hand and map in the other. The
task was to knock badk the bradken, kirch, hdly, and
brambl e that was encroaching on a number of the paths
aroundthe site. We split into a mupe of groups, and
started at oppaite ends of the aea and gradually
worked ou way into the middle, with the occasional
regrougng for a ap o teabad at the van.

Keith a'so opened upthe lookout tower at lunchtime to
let us get an aeial view of the site.

Right — Anna, Peter, & Phil looking at the map and danning where to go
next.

Below |eft — view aaossthe common.
Below right — Richard, Peter & Anna

11" July — Beale Wildlife Park — Neil Frankum

Thistles, ragwort, and Meeacas! We started off in the field we have been puli ng thistlesin for the last few
yeas. We've obviously been succesdul, as you hed to look hard for the littl e bit that was | eft. After lunch
we moved into the field by the River Thames.

L-R: David, Peter, Richard, Louise, Ben, & Owen
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Thiswas very much like
the other field had been
when we started. Large
clumps of large, easily
visible thistles, and even
quite abit of ragwort.
When we had covered
the entire field we went
to seethe meacas and
other animalsin the
wildlife park itself. The
pubtrip afterwards was a
complete fail ure when
everybody else dedded
to foll ow the van to the
pub.The only problem
being that the van wasn't
going to the publ

30" May + Greenham Common * Photos + Maurice Budden

27" June + Snelsmore Common + Phili p Allen Photos + Neil Frankum

Up ealy, bu the van started first time this week, so phored Nigel to let him know that alift was not needed
today. Got the van loaded with toals for path clearance before Caragh a new voluntea arrived at 9.10. Peter
& Maitt did nd turn upso we put inside the 4 whedbarrows that Keith wanted to barow for agroup d 40
officeworkers due to spread gravel on the paths that we were to clea today. No ore & the station either so
were glad to seeNigel & Beninthe ca park at Snelsmore. Neil joined us later as he had wondered all round
the site dter someone had parked in front of the first sign and hidden it. The task was sraping the mud df
the paths and cutting bad any overhanging vegetation. Nigel attempted to badl the kettle using thick wads of
paper & woodwithou fine kindling. Unsurprisingly he was unsuccesgul. However Caragh dd manage to
get the kettle boili ng for the lunch time brew. After completing the task we aljourned to a hostelry nea the
Watermill Theare which served very fine dder from Adlestones which we enjoyed out in the garden &
inside during the heavy showers, before driving home dong the flooded roads.
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Above * Phil, Caragh, & Ben clearing the foatpath.

239 May + Wildmoor + Neil Frankum

Today’ stask was to replace asedion d boardwalk in the midd e of the Wildmoor reserve. We were adually
lucky to have ajobto do,as alarge heah fire a oude of weeks before had burnt much of the aea aljacent
to where we were working. Thetop d the existing boardwalk was gill i n reasonable condtion, bu many of
the suppat beams were very rotten. The first job involved demoli shing the eisting boardwalk. Then we had
toinstall anumber of sedions of treetrunk into hdesin the groundto form the main suppats. Beans were
then install ed aadossthe posts, and finally anew dedk nail ed into place We didn't finish urtil 6pm, but it
was a sunry day, and it was niceto go hame having finished anice @nstructiontask. At lunchtime, we were
visited by some of the rather inquisiti ve ponies that graze the site, and hed to defend ou lunches.

Above left + Phil inspecting the eisting boardwalk. Above middle & right £ Work in progress
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Above left + Laurence, Richard, Phil & the ponies. Above right + view aaossto the burnt area. Below + finishing touches, and the completed
boardwalk.

13" June + Y ateley Common + Neil Frankum (Photos Neil Frankum & Maurice Budden)
Over the yeas, many of the footpaths and lridleways acossthe
common have migrated away from where they shoud be. Part of
the plan to move the paths on the ground lad to where the rights
of way map shows they shoud be, isto ensure that there ae
good quality pathsin the right places. One of the bridlewaysin
the middle of the site regularly turnsinto a mudbeth in the
winter. It was dill abit damp even after theredly dry wedher of
the last month. Our task was to creae a3m wide length of proper
hard surfaceal path acossone of the worst bits. The cnstruction
involved installing wooden retaining boards along the eldges of

the path. Then alayer of birch brash waslaid dovn over the mudto provide amesh that would stop the next

layer of gravel from sinking too far into the mud. The final weaing course was athick layer of hogging.

Above left + Neil knocking in one of the support stakes. Above midde = Matt, Richard, Alisdair, & Beth. Aboveright + Vicky, Peter & Alisdair.
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Above + L-R: Richard, Matt, Beth, Maurice, Alisdair, Phil, Owen, Peter, & Vicky

20" June + Greenham Common + Phili p Allen Photo + Maurice Budden

The van would na start even with ajump start so | cdled Nigel who hed cdl ed the day beforeto say he

would be out. Nigel was just waking up bu agreed to take people & todlsin hiscar if | could get to the todl
store. So | rode my bike asfast as| could so as
not to keep last week©s new volunteas Matt &
Beth waiting to long. (Beth dd nd come & e
had got home late from a wncert the previous
night). We got the saws; loppers & kettle & water
ready and left a message on the warden©s office
phore before Nigel arrived at 9.30.We picked
Peter & Owen upfrom the station (David was
only at the station onroute to ancther run) and
headed dff viamy house to pick up the teathings
from the van & viathe @-op for Peter©s food.
Maurice & the Waden were waiting in the ca
park when we arived foll owed shortly by Ben.
The task was to cut down the charred remains of

gorse & birch scrubthat the locd kids had torched onthe Friday Night so as nat to encourage more burning.
We aut and staked the material ready for a cntrolled burn when it was lesswindy. We had a enjoyable day
although got covered in soot but did seesome BeeOrchids. Mauricetook Peter & Matt home dter the task
so therest of us could go for awalk then have amed in the Swan Innwhich had a beautiful riverside
garden, before helping with a Nightjar survey aroundGreenham. Ben left after the med so only threeof us
joined the survey we did na see ay in ou sedion bu did hea one & 10.10pn & ancther at 10.20. 12
Nightjars were seen by the other teams from 9.30 orwards. The van started onMonday after playing with
battery & distributor so | took the todls badk to Caversham Court but it would na start when | tried it on
Friday evening after getting home from an interview in London.Rodrey came and fitted a new battery on
the Saturday while | was up in Londonfor my Mum®©s surprise birthday do.

4™ July + Padworth Common + Neil Frankum (Photos by Neil Frankum and Maurice Budden)
A largeimpenetrable aeaof braden was today's target. This patch was too high to trea with chemicds, so
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our jobwasto flatten it, and to scrape avay several yeas acamulation o dead leaves. Adrian hopesto
come badck and trea the small er regrowth next yea, to all ow the heahland flora to remlonise without being
out competed by the bradken. Highlight of the day for me was dng a slowworm for only the secondtime
ever.

Above left + Maurice
setting to work on the head
high bradken.
Above right + slowworm.
Left + Neil & Richard
Below + Maurice.
Right + the cleared area.

Above * Richard, Maurice, Laurence, & Phil
18" July + Greenham Common + Neil Frankum
A day with mostly sunny weéher, with the occasional rain shower saw nine of us pulli ng ragwort onthe
northern edge of thisformer cold war airfield. The B52's and cruise missles are long gone, and retureis
now re-colonising. After finishing the task, a bit of lateral thinking was needed to work out the logistics of
some people nealing to get away ontime, and some of us being able to go onawalk aroundthe site. After
colleding the van and doppng others off, afew of usfinally adjourned to the Griffin for a nice Sunday
roast (beds having to cook for yourself at the end o along day!)
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L-R: Louise, Phil, Richard, Maurice, & Nigel

L-R: Louise, Phil, Maurice, David, Nigel, & Richard

Congratulations
Congratul ations to Amanda and Laurence on the birth of their daughter Seren on 22° Jure.

AGM

Well, ancther AGM has come and gone, with the cmmmitteebeing re-eleded to serve for ancther yea.

Socials
Pub £ Sundays after task
If everyone fedsupto it we sometimes adjourn to the pub after task. We'll usually dedde where we ae
going ontask, when we've found ou what everyone wants to do.
Other socials etc
These get arranged onan ad hac basis - turn up ontask, contad one of us, or sign upfor the Email mailing
list to find ou the detail s.
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BERKSHIRE
CONSERVATION
VOLUNTEERS

Annual Report
20034

I ntroduction
Berkshire Conservation Voluntea's (BeC) isavolurntary organisation founded in 1975to carry out pradicd
nature conservation work in and aroundBerkshire. We ae a"Roving" Group- we do nd have asite of our
own, bu work onawide variety of sitesthroughou Berkshire and S. Oxfordshire and N. Hampshire, such
as nature reserves, common lands, pulic open spaces, woodands, heahlands, grasdands, pond &
wetlands.

We go ou every Sunday and work awhale day, from abou 10to 4.30(depending on daylight). We have a
van to carry tools and voluntees. The work involvesin many diff erent skill sincluding coppcing,
hedgelaying, fencing, dead hedging, path work, pondcleaance heahland restoration etc. Anyone canjoin,
no prior knowledge or skill s are required, and people of all ages are welcome.

We ae dfili ated to the Briti sh Trust for Conservation Volurtees, BTCV, which explains why we ae
known as BeC rather than BCV, to avoid confusion. We follow BTCV pradicefor task organisation and
methods, and for safety.

This report summarises the groups adiviti es over the period 1st April 2003 + 31st March 2004.

Socials
Post task trips to the pubwere aregular feaure during the yea, as was the occasional trip to the dnema. We
also had a skittles evening and rounders match against Basingstoke Conservation Volunteea's, which we won
convincingly (at long last!!)

Membership | Task Leaders Committee
By the end d 2003 | Thisyea'staskswereled | The committeefor the year 20023 was:
thegroupspaid up | by 7 people: Richard Coles Chair & Tods
membership had Richard Coles Phil Allen Treasurer
reated 34. Philip Allen Rodrey Chapple ~ Van Admin
Neil Frankum LaurenceHerniman Task Co-Coordinator
Mark Clay Neil Frankum Membership, Newsletter &
David Fiddes Website
Nigel Mason-Flucke David Fiddes Social Seaetary
Laurence Herniman Peter Harrison CommitteeMember (From
June 2003
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Treasurer’s Report
A summary of the financial affairs of the groupin the financial yea 200304 are presented here. Although it
looks like we made alossonthe yea, thereis gill alarge outstanding task income that has yet to be paid.
When paid, we will have made asmall profit.

Income Expenditure Grant
Chainsaw £30.00| Van Insurance £1159.39 .
Task Labour £1347.50| Road Tax £165.00| erecavedgrants/
: . awards from the foll owing:

Task Mileage £1057.90] Servicing £602.68 Wokingham Without
Training/resi £0.00| Petrol £697.84 Parish Courcil. Thanks go
Tood Sales £0.00| Tod Hire £0.00 toall of these.
Subscriptions £165.00| BTCV Affiliation/
Tod Hire £0.00| Insurance £473.50
Socials £0.00| Task Consumables £89.48
Members Van Administration £4.86
Use £191.50| Tods Maintenance £0.00
Xmas TreeSales £150.00| Chainsaw Maintenance £153.73
Donations £28.00| Chainsaw Training £0.00
Grants £100.00| Tod Purchase £000
Interest £196.94| Training/Res £0.00

PO Box £52.00

Publi city £0.00

Newsl etter £261.01

Social £73.70
TOTAL £3266.84 £3733.19

Task Attendance

During the period T April 2003+ 31* March 2004we had atotal of 62 voluntea's out on task. Thiswas
slightly down onlast yea. Top voluntee again was Richard Coles with atotal of 46 workdays. The yea has
shown asimil ar pattern to last yea, with pesks and dpsin numbers at similar timesto last yea.
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Tasks
During the yea we caried ou atotal of 53tasks at 27 dfferent sites.
No. Of
Userbody Site No. Of Taskg Workdays
Child Bede Trust Bede Wildlife Park 5 37.0
Realing Borough Council Clayfield Copse 4 355
West Berkshire District Council Snelsmore Common 5 310
BBOWT Warburg Reserve 4 26.5
Arborfield Parish Council Pound Copse 3 26.5
Dorset County Council Langton Herring 3 225
West Berkshire District Council Padworth Common 3 20.0
\Wokingham Without Parish Council |Pinewood 2 16.0
\Wokingham District Council Dinton Pastures 2 16.0
Hampshire Wildlife Trust Bartley Heah 2 15.0
West Berkshire District Council Greenham Common 2 145
Realing Borough Council Kings Meadow 2 13.0
BBOWT Moor Copse 1 115
Hampshire Wildlife Trust Greywell Fen 1 11.0
\Wokingham District Council California Country Park 1 9.0
Realing Borough Council Mcllroy Park 1 8.0
BBOWT Wil dmoor 1 8.0
Ecchinswell Parish Council Ecchinswell Vill age Pond 1 8.0
Ruscombe Parish Council Ruscombe Vill age Pond 2 8.0
Hampshire County Council Y ateley Common 1 8.0
Hampshire Wildlife Trust Old Burghclere Lime Quarry 1 7.0
Hampshire Wildlife Trust Ancdls Farm 1 6.0
\Wokingham District Council Lavell©Os Lake 1 5.0
Realing Borough Council Blundell©s Copse 1 5.0
Earley Town Council Maiden Erleigh Lake 1 5.0
\Wokingham District Council Charvil Meadows 1 5.0
Realing Borough Council Waterloo Meadows 1 1.5
53 3795
Userbodies Userbody No. Of Workdays
During the yea we worked for West Berkshire District Courcil 65.5
13 dff erent userbodes acoss  |Reaing Borough Courcil 63
Berkshire, narth Hampshire, and BBOWT 46
south Oxfordshire. Therewere |[Hampshire Wildlife Trust 39
also weekends away in Dorset  (Child Bede Trust 37
and the Pe&k District. Wokingham District Courcil 35
Arborfield Parish Courcil 26.5
Dorset County Courxil 22.5
Wokingham Without Parish Courril 16
Ecchinswell Parish Courcil 8
Hampshire Courty Courcil 8
Ruscombe Parish Courxil 8
Earley Town Courcil 5
379.5
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The Great | ce-storm cum Snowstor m of January 1940
+ The Beginning of the End? + Peter Harr ison

From 1895to 1939western Europe was visited by mild to very mild winters, the only exceptions being the
cold to very cold winters of 19167 and 19289 (cold to very cold meaning there is usually a month, usually
February, of severe weaher with daytime temperatures at freezing point or below, with some snow). These
spellslasting for aweek or aweek and a half throughou the month.) There were occasional cold spell s
throughou these mild winters.

Suddenly it was all change, and the severe winter of 193940 (Jan being the aldest month since Jan 1899
was to herald in a number of very cold to severe winters during the 1940s and to a more general codling of
the dimate, culminating in the mldest decale of the 20" century + the 1960s.

Below is atable of the number of mornings with snow cover onthe ground duiing the 1940s at various
places throughou England. Compare them with the 1990s to current period (using your memory).

Winter of: | York | Buxton | Birmingham Kew Goudhus | Ringwood | IIfracombe
(London | t(Kent) | (Manchester | (Devon)
) )
193940 36 45 37 23 34 31 10
194041 30 45 35 7 22 17 1
194142 45 57 16 11 26 25 0
194243 9 13 3 0 2 2 0
194344 7 27 8 0 9 3 0
194445 26 35 19 14 15 13 7
194546 12 17 2 3 17 4 0
194647 57 71 59 47 55 49 19
194748 6 32 13 8 10 10 4
194849 3 12 4 1 1 6 0

Note the exceptionall y severe winter of 194647

Anindicaion d the severity of the weaher during January can be seen from the reportsin The Times from
the northern Mediterranean area On the first January The Times reports heavy fall s of snow onthe French
Riviera, the Rome was like ahuge winter sports groundwith 15cm of snow onthe terraceof the central
meteorologicd Office drifts were reported upto afoat degp and snow fall s as far south as Naples and Bari.
Thelagoonat Venicefreezes over and dabs of iceimpede traffic onthe canals. Throughou most of January
reports continuowsly filter out from northern Italy of severe transport disruption due to heavy snow.

Sometime during the midd e of January anather blast of bitterly cold air strikesinto the central
Mediterranean areawith snow reported as far south as Sicily. The Times shows a picture of alone model T
Ford like ca moving along a slush fill ed road in the ceantre of Naples, with snow deding the cantral
reservation, footpaths and acceasional palm tred

As usual with prolonged spell s of severe wintry weaher wil dlife beginsto lose its fea of humansin the
seach for foodand thus reports begin to appea of wolves being seen nea human habitations in and around
the Balkan regions and the occasional Brown Bea being spotted.

Further north Danish, Norwegian, and Swedish ice-breakers were kept busy keeing the shipping lanes free
of icein the Baltic Sea

Badk in Britain, and Reading spedficdly, alook over Caversham Bridge in ealy January would reved not
the usual swirling brown coloured water, bu a still dark surfacewith the occasional splash of white + the
Thames had frozen over. So thick wastheice people could walk from bank to bank quite safely. The locd
reading newspaper, then known as The Mercury, reported “the ice extended from the danger post nea
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Reading Lock to De Montfort Island’, and at Windsor, day trippers arrived by their hundeds to experience
thefirst freeze of theriver at this ot since an oxwas roasted onit in 1895.

As usual in these severe spell s of weaher wil dlife was badly hit. At Windsor Grea Park, swans becane
encased inice and had to be rescued, and aher lakesin the region became frozen. An Alsatian dag and a
swan were foundfrozen in Whiteknight's lake.

Because of the previouslong spell of mild winters, na much attention had been given to insulation o water
pipes. Consequently, when the severe weaher hit there was much “distressand hardship” as water pipes
froze. This being the beginning of the 40's, the grea depresgon hed just ended, and awar was in progress
there was nat alot of money around.The North Berks Herald reports “Not for many yeas has there been
such a demand for heaing appliances to thaw out pipes, and thase few who came out of the orded withou
any burst pipes must fed particularly grateful”.

There was aland war being fought in France, the battle of Britain was taking placein the skies over
England, and ancther battle was oonto take placet the battle of the @r masses and the battle zone being
the British Isles, aswell asthe western half of Europe.

By the end d January the high presaure aeaover northern Europe, which had held the aeainitsicy grip,
had begunto weaken. A large depresson hed formed in the southern Atlantic and kegan to move slowly
towards the Briti sh Isles bringing with it benign maritime warm air.

On the morning of 27" January the battle began. A warm front (band d rain followed by warm air) began its
assault onthe bitterly cold continental air from the southwest and wsually dispelsthe wld air within afew
hous. However, adad areaof high presaure stationed over Scandinavia began to strengthen and continued
to fed hitterly cold air from Europe over the bulk of the British Isles.

Oncethis stuation happens, a stalemate begins to take place with the warm front grinding to a halt. The
pasition d the warm front in this case avered an areastretching from abou Kent, through the Midlands, to
the northwest of England and western Scotland, and becaiuse the arflow (south easterly bading to easterly)
in this areais very fast, strong to gale force winds are taking place

Aswarm air islighter than cold air, the warm air rises above the wld air, and water droplets falli ng into this
cold air (blow freezing paint) becomes “supercoded” and ontouching an exposed ohjed immediately turns
toice

Theicestorm lasted for abou 48 hous and covered much o southern England. The deah, dsruption and
destruction was most severein the aeabounded by Exmoor, Coswolds, Salisbury Plain, andthe extreme
west of Sussex.

At Stonar Hill, nea Petersfield in Hampshire (the information kelow is gleaned from the meteorol ogist
Robin Starling's bodk + “The Weaher Of Britain”) onthe 27" January ice began to form at about 4pm and
continued to buld during the night and foll owing day and together with a strong wind, icebuild upto a
depth onthe sides of houses fadng south and east such as made it impossble to open windows.

A picturein the @ove aithor's bodk shows the telegraph wires on Sali sbury Plain broken by the weight of
ice which amourted to 6tons. In ather instances, the weight of ice on the wires made the telegraph pdes
bend at an angle to the ground.

At Cirencester, in the Cotswolds, onthe 28" + 29" rain fell continuowsly in temperatures between +4&C and
+26C resulting in “ So complete was the covering of icethat al | eaves on shrubs made anoise like catanets
rattling in the wind, in an urcanny way”.

Next in the line of destruction, though nat as ®vere, were the trees. On the night of 28" to 29", the boughs
of beed trees could be heard cradking from the main tree& crashing to the ground.” That night many places
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sounckd like abattlefield. There was a constant roar of falli ng timber, just like abombardment, which must
have sounced menadng in that first winter of WWII. As amatter of fad, the noise was out of al propartion
to the damage, for the splintering of the ice caing made even more naise than the rending of the wood, &
large limbs cased in ice made more noise than awhadetreeusually doesin falli ng, espedally at the moment
of impaa when all theice agaded and shivered like broken glass. There was © much ice aoundthat it
made it impaossble to walk onasloping surface

The dfed of the ice-storm onthe wil dli fe was devastating, and akin to almost being tortured to deah. The
Daily Telegraph weaher columnist + Phili p Eden, pu the anourt that died (if | remember corredly) into the
hundeds of thousands figure. There were numerous reports of birds and even cas being frozen to kranches,
and also of birds being brought down in flight due to the weight of ice on their wings. Pheasants and rabhits
could be caught by hand.

When awarm front movesinto very cold air, aband d snow usually forms onthe outer edge of thisfront.
Thus with the frort stationary over the northwest, Midlands, & southesst Britain, a48 hou snowstorm
developed. On 27" 1 of snow lay at Eastbourne on the south coast. By the 28", 15 had acaumulated at
Pontefraa, and 2 at Malvern. In Londonsmall children would probably be gazing out of the windows of
their homes with glee and wonderment in their eyes, caused by &emarkable®heavy drifting snow.

Further north, an expresstrain becane buried in a drift. No it wasn't travelli ng over the Pennines. It wasin
fad only afew mil es from Preston station!

Much of Y orkshire, Derbyshire, and Cheshire had acaumulated 1-2 fed of undrifted snow, and the normally
snowfall free mastal plain of Lancashire, Liverpod and Southpart had fall s of undrifted snow equivalent to
Yorkshire. In Sheffield, getting out and about would prove very difficult, if possble & all + 4 fed lay in
gardens. 3Pavements were made impas sable for weeks by the vast masses of ice and hard compaded snow®.
In Scotland, some of the Finest herds® of dee perished.

The high presaure system over Scandinavia ontinued to buld and pushed the snow band further westwards,
and the southwest becane ht by the snowstorm. On Exmoor, walking ontop o the snow, a personwould na
redise that they were walking over hedges and gates.

Question £ was this ®vere ice-storm unique. Robin Stirling points out in hisbodk + probably nat. It isfad
that in previous centuries freezing rain caused lessinconvenience and danger on the roads than it does today.
There were dso few wiresto be brought down and noeledric trains to be delayed.

Will there be anather period when the @Winter North Atlantic Oscill ation® turns to negative mode (North
Atlantic Oscill ation (NAO) in pasitive mode means that western Europe recaves mil d weaher with low
presaure to the north, and high presaure to the south. NAO in negative mode indicates high presaure to the
north and low presaure to the south, kringing cold to very cold weaher to western Europe). According to
reseach by the Climate Reseach Unit of the University of East Anglia, the NAO has endured in pasitive
mode for longer than usually, and we ae due aspell or even alonger period when it turns to negative mode
asduring the 1940s......

Thankyou
A big thankyou to everyone who has contributed to the newsletter this month, andin particular to Peter for
his bumper first article! More ntributions always welcome...
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Task Details: 25" July + 26" September 2004

To bod for task, pleasse contad the task-leader listed below (If posdble, by the Thursday before the
task). Transport is avail able from the Todl Store & Caversham Court at 9:10am, and from the front of
Reading Station (nea the taxi rank) at 9:30am. Other pick-up pants can sometimes be aranged + please
contad the task-leader.

You are alvised to wea old clothing, and stout boats or welli es (preferably with sted toecgs). Also
bring waterproofs and a padked lunch, BeC will provide TedCoffedSquash and Biscuits. Asit is aimmer
we ould experience any type of weaher, so wrap upwarm, and kring the sun cream!!

Whenever posdble, please dolet the task leader know you are planning to come ontask. Occasionaly
task detail s change a short natice, and we can only let you know of changesif we know you are planning to
attend the task. However we do always take enough tools and biscuits for afew extras, so if you get the
urge on Sunday morning, but haven't bodked, youwill still be made welcome.

We usually go to the pubafter task, so remember to kring some money (and a change of clothesif it's likely
to be avery muddy task) if youwant to join us.

KINGWOOD COMM ON, Sonning Common 25" July 2004

Task: Heahland management. Thisis possbly anew site for BeC. We cetainly haven't been herein
my time in the group.

Leader: Mark Clay 07810 838916

Med at: 10:15 at the site. Med immediately south of Grea Davids at ref. SU 696829From Reading take
B481 narth. Just after Sonring Common (at the top o the 1% hill ) fork L towards Stoke Row.
At secondjunctionturn R but go to left of Unicorn pub daevn Colemore Lane. Foll ow lane for
1km and park on|left.

Userbody: BBOWT.

BEALE WILDLIFE PARK, Lower Basildon 1% August 2004
Task: Thistle pulli ng, to help the wil dflower meadowsto flourish.
Leader: David Fiddes 0118 950 0735

Med at: 10-15am at the main car park. Take A329west from Pangbourne. Leave the vill age passng
under the railway bridge towards Lower Basildon. Look for signs to the park entrance, which
isonyour right about amile and ahalf after leaving Pangbourne. Look out for the arows from
the ca park if you can't seethe van, aswe @uld be working further along near Church Farm,
or down by theriver.

Userbody: Child Bede Trust

POUND COPSE, Arborfield 8" August 2003
Task: Finish woodchipping path, lramble antrol, cleaing path.
Leader: Richard Coles 0118 976 0580

Med at: 10:00 at Grid Reference 751673. Follow the Shinfield Road (A327) south ou of Reading.
Crossthe M4, passthrough Shinfield vill age, and kea left at the mini-roundabou passng the
ESSO petrol station. Half amile dter crosgng the River Loddonturn right into Greensward
lane oppasite the signpacst to Swall owfield. PoundCopseis 100m onthe right.

Userbody: Arborfield Parish Courcil

YATELEY COMM ON, Yateley 15" August 2004
Task: Footpath work.
Leader: Philip Allen 0118 941 0471

Med at: 10:15 at Wyndhams car park off Cricket Hill anein Yateley (Grid ref: SU821596.1f youCre
coming from Reading, then you reed to come down the A327 and take the B3272left towards
Everdey and Yateley. Oncein Yateley, turn right at the seaondroundabou (just after the Royal
Oak puband signposted to Fled) into Cricket Hill Lane. Youwill go past the Cricketers pub on
the right and aright hand turning into Handford Lane. Shortly after thisonthe left isthe
entranceto the ca park, just before aphore box. It isnat well signposted and very easy to miss
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so keep your eyes open! There is apasshility we may be working nea one of the ca parks on
the A30. Turn left out of the Wyndhams car park. Left again at the A30 roundabout. The ca
park isonthe left just after the start of the dual carriageway.

Userbody: Hampshire Courty Courxil.

KINGWOOD COMM ON, 2 August 2004
Task: Heahland management.
Leader: Neil Frankum 0118 975 1528

Med at: 10:15 at the site. Med immediately south of Grea Davids at ref. SU 696829From Reading take
B481 nath. Just after Sonring Common (at the top d the 1% hill ) fork L towards Stoke Row.
At secondjunctionturn R but go to left of Unicorn pub devn Colemore Lane. Foll ow lane for
1km and park onleft.

Userbody: BBOWT.

PADWORTH COMM ON 29" August 2004

Task: Grasdand Restoration
Adrian shall be autting the grassa wupe of days before we arive. Task will beto rake up the
cut grassoff the open commoninto treeboundary.
Thisforms part of a plan to cut swathes through the aeas dominated by purple moor grass
which grows abundantly onthe common.
The dippings are removed to reduce the nutritional value of the soil . Cutting also creaes a
more diverse structure and hopefully encourages other spedes to grow.
It will also help to producefresh re-growth that is more palatable to grazing animalsif they are
introduced next yea.

Leader: TBA

Med at: 10-15am at the ca park (Grid reference SU619648. Head west along the A4 from Junction 12
of the M4 for approximately 3 mil es. Just before you get to the roundabou at the junction o
the A4 and A340turn left into aminor road signpasted towards Padworth. Foll ow this road for
approximately 2 miles. The ca park isonthe right just before youread the T junction with the
Burghfield Commonto Tadley Road.

Userbody: West Berkshire District Courril .

LANGTON HERRING, Dor set 34 5™ September 2004
Weedend Residential Task
Task: Drystone Wadli ng. Whil st this may soundlike hard physicd work, it isin fad much more of a

mental chall enge + athreedimensional jigsaw puzze with totally random shaped pieces, and no
guaranteethat even after several hours thinking abou it that youll be ale to find a stoneto fill
that awkward gap. Accommodationis again onthe floor of the Langton Herring vill age hall .
Thisisaperfed locaiont close to the worksite (assuming we ae working in asimilar location
to the last five yeas), with the pub orly atwenty yard walk away! Welll probably also fit in an
afternoon dang something more relaxing as well. Contad the leader by Sunday 22™ August to
bodk, thus enabling usto buy enough foodfor everyone! Let the leaders know if you have any
spedal dietary requirements.

Leaderss  Mark Clay 07810 838916
Richard Coles 0118 976 0580

Med at: Contad the leader for the Friday night pickup times and locaions. For the task med us at the
vill age hall (Grid Reference SY 614824), or contad the leader to find ou where we ae
working £ mobile recetionisfairly poa at the worksite, so phore in advance.

Userbody: Dorset County Courcil

THE COOMBES, Barkham 12" September 2004
Task: Rights of way repairs/ step-building / path-laying
Lealer: Phili p Allen 0118 941 0471
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Med at: TBA + Cortad the leader. There ae severa accesspointsto this ste from either Barkham
Ride, the Sindlesham to Arborfield road, and the Arborfield £ Barkham road.
Userbody: Wokingham District Courcil .

GREENHAM COMM ON, Newbury 19" September 2004
Task: Cleaing awell-overgrown peath with bovsaws and loppers. There will probably be aborfire.
Lealer: Nigel Mason-Fluke 0118 984 4177

Med at: 10:15at the site. Thisisa LARGE site, so contad Nigel for detail sif youare mwming.
Userbody: West Berkshire District Courril .

PAMBER FOREST, Tadley 26" September 2004
Task: TBA. Joint task with Basingstoke Conservation Voluntees.
Lealer: Laurence Herniman 0118 954 9620

Med at: 10:15 at the site. This ste has sveral entrances, so contad the leader for detail sif you are
coming. The main entranceis along the tradk from the Pamber Heah to Tadley road at Grid
Ref. SU609618.

Userbody: Hampshire Wildlife Trust.

Diary Dates
TBA CommitteeMtg 7-45pm. Venue TBA. All welcome.
Mon 6™ Sept. Newsletter copy date. Any (printable!) contributions to the newsdl etter are dways
welcome. Any items for inclusionin the next newsl etter shoud be sent to the P.O. Box
on a preferably before this date.

TBA Please mntad Richard Coles for dates of todls evenings.
BeC Contacts

Chair & Tods: Richard Coles (0118 976 0580
Treasurer: Philip Allen (0118941 0471 *
Van Admin: Rodrey Chapple (0118 986 4438
Task Co-Coordinator: Laurence Herniman (0118 954 9620 *
Membership & Newsdletter:  Neil Frankum (0118 975 1528 *
Social Secretary David Fiddes (0118 950 0735
CommitteeMember Peter Harrison

* Answerphore available
Addressfor Corre spondence Berkshire Conservation Voluntees, PO Box 165,
Reading, Berkshire, RG6 4LD
EMail: membership@berkshire-conservation-volunteas.org.uk
MOBILE: We now have amobile phore for use ontask + although primarily for use in emergencies,
voluntee's can also useit to contad usif they are having difficulties locaing the worksite + the
number is 0780 3360654NB: this phore will only be switched on duing tasks.

www.berkshire-conservation-volunteers.or g.uk
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