BERKSHIRE
CONSERVATION
VOLUNTEERS

Newsletter no. 175 December 2004 / February 2005
Task Reports

17" October — Padworth Common — Neil Frankum

My second task leading
experience in two weeks was
again blessd by the weathermen
getting the forecast wrong - we
had dry, and accasionally sunny
wesather. A total of twelve people
had an enjoyable day raking up
grasscut earlier in theweek. This
hopefully will allow the heather
on the heathland to spread. We
also spent the second half of the
afternoon chopping dowvn gorseto
enlarge a clearing. Lunchtime was
livened up by “Bog Brushes” aka
Bog Bush Cricket (Metrioptera
brachyptera), and Roesd's Bush
Cricket. Both creatures were new
records for the site. The first
being a

biodiversity adion

species (=rare), so a

good find.

Abowe, left & right — grass
raking.

Below |eft — Maurice Theresa&
Adrian dscussing the loca
wildlife. In this case a big, hairy
caterpillar.

Below right — Roesel’ sBush
Cricket
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10" October + Wildmoor + Neil Frankum (Photos + Neil Frankum & Maurice Budden)

Aboweleft + Phil, Ellen, Carey, Ledey & David. Aboweright + Lesley & Carey
Below |eft + James & Richard. Below right + James& Lesley

Luckily the weather forecast was wrong, and the thirteen of us that turned up had a lovely sunny day chopping
down rhododendron at Wildmoor. Unfortunately the site was still a bit too dry to have a bonfire to burn
everything that was cut (particularly when taking into acourt that it is only a few months snce they had a big
heath fire on the site).

24™ October + Yateley Common * Neil Frankum

| arrived mid-morning to find everyone d se padding around in
the several inches of water and mud that covered the worksite,
and was the reason for the path construction task we were
carrying aut. Being an enginee (and gven the non-waterporoof
state of my boots), | set to work digging a drainage ditch to at
least try and remove some of the excesswater. Wooden planks
were staked into place 3m apart on either side of the new path.
A layer of brashings was then put down to try and stop the next
layer of gravd just disappearing into the mud. Finally a surface
layer of hogging was laid, and tamped down into place. By the
end o the day another 12m

stretch of
bridleway
had been
successully
resurfaced.

Abowe+
waterlogged
workste.

Left + Anna, Neil
& Richard

Right + Anna &
Mark
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Aboweleft £ Mark & Annapasingfor the amera
Left + Anna & Richard shovelling hoggng aut of thetrailer.
Abowve+ Mark, Anna, Maurice & Vicky working onthe path

31% October * California Country Park + Neil Frankum

Thiswas the secondweek in a
row that we were faced with an
underwater worksite, atrailer
full of hogging, and a task to use
the latter item torectify the
former. 11 of us turned up to
make Anna©s first task as leader
asuccess It was lovely weather,
and we finished the job early
too!

Aboweleft + waterlogged worksite at the start

of the task.

Aboweright + putting in the wooden planks at
the alge of the path.

Left + Nigel, John& Dave with the temporary
drainage ditch that diverted some of the water

away whilst we worked.

Right + Ellen, Carey, Dave, John& Peter
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21% November + Padworth Common + Owen L ewis

The task was clearing birch and pine at Padworth Common to preserve the heather. This task was foundfor us
at the last minute by West Berkshire District Council to replace ore at Beale Park, which was cancdled.
Thanks to them, and to for Richard for agreeing the work to be done with the user body mid-week.

Aboweleft + James. Aboveright - Peter

We had a good day’s conservation at this very attractive site. Early on two dea were seen dsappearing into
the slight mist that hung arer the landscape erly on. The autumn browns of the beeches st against the strong
green o the pines, all hung with distening raindrops made a beautiful setting. The day started rather cool but
the use of a groundshed to sit on and Richard' s tea making skills kept us comfortable. In the afternoan a little
sun broke through and the temperature climbed into double figures- ideal for working in. During the task the
rain held off. Peter, Richard and | (Owen) began the day’s srub clearance. Later we were joined by James,
who showed his outing skill s by dispasing of the cleared scrub in a neat and controlled fire, and Rodney.
Despite a modest turnout we got a goad area of heath cleared and Richard and | took home Christmas trees
selected from the cleared pine.

26" September + Pamber Forest + Photos Maurice Budden
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34 October + Ruscombe Village Pond + Photo
Maurice Budden

7" November + Snelsmore Common &
14" November + Padworth Common
No task reports.

Get Well Soon
Mark has been invdved in quite a nasty fall at work,
which has |eft him in Cardiff Hospital. Richard is
sending a get well card onbehalf of the group. We
wish him a speady recovery.

Beale Wildlife Park
Thefollowingis a copy of an EMail received from Alasdair at Beale Wildlife Park.

Dear BeC,

It iswith great sadnessthat | have to write this letter to you after so many years of effort from you on my site.
The Trustees have made the dedsion to close Church Farm and consequently | am being made redundant
along with the Farm Manager and our Education team. Thisis a bdt from the blue and | appologisefor the
lack of warning about the booked tasks this winter. None of us had any prior warning d the event.

Youwill uncerstand that the farm habitat will be the greatest loser if the Trustees chose their prefered ogtion
to let thefarmto alocal grazer. It ismost likely that the organic status will be lost along with the great
advances in habitat quality to which you were party. Permissive accesswill also belost if thereisno aneto
maintain it. Therare breed livestock isto be sold. | am not sure what direction the Park is heading row that
the Education teamislost.

All | can say isthat as you understand what is to belost and if you don©t like the decision, then write both to
the Trustees and to the Director at Beale Park, Child Beale Trust, Lower Basildon, Reading, RG8 9NH and let
them know.

Good luck with filling you programme and thanks for the great work over the years.

Alasdair Fraser
Habitat Manager.

Socials
Pub * Sundays after task
If everyonefeds up to it we sometimes adjourn to the pub after task. Well usually decide where we are going
on task, when we've found aut what every one wants to do.
Other socials etc
These get arranged an an ad hoc basis - turn up on task, contact one of us, or sign up for the Email maili ng list
to find aut the detail s.

Van
After 16 years good sarvice, the old BeC van is no more. The van was damaged in an accddent (no-one hurt),
and was deamed uneconomicd to repair. Given the age of the van the committeehad already talked about
replacing at some point in the next couple of years and this has just expedited things. After an extended period
of looking (relatively new second hend minibuses seem to be a very rare breed) we have now sourced a
replacament van, that should be making its debut ontask in December.
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Goodbye
A big gaodbyeto regular voluntee & long time member of
the group, Maurice Budden, who has moved down to
sunny Dors&t. Judging by the attached phdo of a Dorset
Wildlife Trust task he has sttled in well so far!

It's also goodbye to Laurence Herniman who has moved
up to Yorkshire. David has now taken over from Laurence
as Task Coordinator, with Nigel being co-opted orto the
committeeas Social Secretary.

2005M embership Renewal

Yesfolksit's that time of year again when | ask you all to part with a nice crisp new five pound nae (or
cheque) in order to guarantee your copy of six further issues of this wonderful newsletter of ours, as wdl as all
the other ddightful benefits of beinga member of the group. A membership formis attached. If the ewveope
that this newsletter arrived in says “ Paid 2005” on the front then youcan ignore this reminder, asyou are
already a paid up member.

Task Details: 19" December 2004 + 27" February 2005

To book for task, please contact the task-leader listed below (If passble, by the Thursday before the task).
Transport is available from the Tool Store at Caversham Court at 9:10am, and from the front of Reading
Station (near the taxi rank) at 9:30am. Other pick-up pants can sometimes be arranged + please contact the
task-leader.

You are advised to wear old clothing, and stout boots or wellies (preferably with sted toecaps). Also
bring waterproadfs and a packed lunch, BeC will provide Tea/Coff ed Squash and Biscuits. Asit iswinter we
could experience any type of weather, so wrap up warm (and bring the sun cream??!!).

Whenever possble, please do let the task leader know you are planning to come on task. Occesionally
task details change at short notice, and we @an anly let you know of changes if we know you are planning to
attend the task. However we do always take enough tools and biscuits for afew extras, so if you get the urge
on Sunday morning, but haven't booked, you will still be made welcome.

We usually go to the pub after task, so remember to bring some money (and a change of clothesif it'slikely to
be a very muddy task) if you want to join us.

HEATHLAKE, Crowthorne 19" December 2004
Task: Rhododendron clearance
Leader: Nel Frankum 0118 975 1528

Meet at: 10:15 at the entranceto the site off Nine Mile Ride. Grid reference 828655. Head south from
Wokingham on the A321 the Sandhurst Road. At a double rounchbout turn left onto Nine Mile
Ride (B3430) and the siteis on the right after half a mile

Userbody: Wokingham District Council Courtryside Service.

AT YOUR HOUSE 26" December 2004

Task: Enjoying the festive period (or recovering from the previous night's over indulgencies!). Relaxing
and having a week off from conservation work. Drinking tea made without wood-smokeinit and
eating an entire packet of your favourite biscuits withou having to passthem round a group of
people who would rather be munchingfig rolls / Hob Nobs / Bourbons etc dc but as there are nat
any will have one of what is on dfer and deprive you of it.

Leader: Yoursdf

Mest at: All morning, in bed with a pat of tea/ coffee/ squash, the Sunday papers and you favourite
radio station. Or anywhere dseyou fancy really. You could even visit one of your BeC
favourite sites and wander round it without a Bill hook or Bowsaw in hand and gvetheinvasive
species a day off.

Userbody:  Yoursdf.
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GREYWELL FEN, Hampshire 2" January 2005

Task: Scrub bashing & borfire. Come along and burn of afew of the calories you have put on over the
festive period.

Leader: Owen Lewis 0118 926 4007

Mest at: 10:15am at Grid Reference SU722512. Head south from junction 5 of the M3. Takethefirst on
theright in about 100m, towards Greywdll. In the village turn left onto Deptford Lane. Park in
front of the pumping station an the left in about 300m. The main part of the reserve is on the
other side of the road, with a smaller part adjacent to the pumping station.

Userbody: Hampshire Wildlife Trust

SNEL SMORE COMMON, Newbury 9" January 2005

Task: Birch clearance & heathland restoration an the site. Usually with a bonfire & baked spuds!!

Leader: Neil Frankum 0118 975 1528

Mest at: 10:15 at the site (Grid Ref SU463710). Snelsmore Common country park can be found rorth of
Newbury and is located along the B4494 road from Donnington to Wantage. The entranceis sgn
posted from the road opposite the entrance to Mary Hare Grammar School.

Userbody: West Berkshire District Council.

KINGWOOD COMMON, 16" January 2005
Task: Scrub bashing and bonfire in another heathland restoration task.
Leader: Richard Coles 0118 976 (B3O

Mest at: 10:15 at the site. Meet immediatdly south of Great Davids at ref. SU 696829 From Reading take
B481 north. Just after Sonning Common (at the top of the 1% hill) fork L towards Stoke Row. At
second junction turn R but goto l&ft of Unicorn pub down Colemore Lane. Follow lane for 1km
and park on left.

Userbody: BBOWT.

YATELEY COMMON, Yateley 239 January 2005

Task: Thetasks will be scrub clearance. Mostly birch but also a bit of gorse.

Leader: TBA

Mest at: Meet at: 10:15 at the Blackbushe Airport car park off of the A30 (Grid ref: SU810588). If you©re
coming from Reading, then you need to come down the A327. Turn left when youreach the A30.
Go acrossthe first roundabout, and in about half a mileturn left into Blackbushe Airport. There©s
a big modd of a helicopter right by the entrance. Oncein the car park you should be able to spat
the entrance to the Common kehind a couple of skips. Note that thisis a different location to
previous tasks at the site.

Userbody: Hampshire County Courcil.

NORTH WARNBOROUGH GREENS, Hampshire 30" January 2005

Task: Scrub bashing & borfire.

Leader: Philip Allen 0118 A1 171

Mest at: 10:15am at SU729529. Exad locétion to be confirmed with the leader, but rough drections are
as follows: Head south from junction 5 of the M3. Turn right at the first roundabout onto the
B3349 towards North Warnborough Village. Take thefirst right in about 50m. Follow this lane
down to theright and orto the greens. If you reach the ford youhave probably gone too far!

Userbody: Hampshire Wildlife Trust

SNEL SMORE COMMON, Newbury 6" February 2006

Task: Birch clearance as part of the heathland restoration on the site. Usually with a borfire and baked
spuds!!

Leader: Philip Allen 0118 A1 171

Mest at: 10:15 at the site (Grid Ref SU463710). Snelsmore Common country park can be found rorth o
Newbury and is located along the B4494 road from Donnington to Wantage. The entranceis sgn
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posted from the road opposite the entrance to Mary Hare Grammar Schodl.
Userbody: West Berkshire District Council.

KINGWOOD COMMON, 13" February 2005
Task: Scrub bashing and bonfire in ancther heathland restoration task.
Leader: David Fiddes 0780 191 7104

Mest at: 10:15 at the site. Meet immediately south of Great Davids at ref. SU 696829 From Reading take
B481 north. Just after Sonning Common (at the top of the 1% hill) fork L towards Stoke Row. At
second junction turn R but goto l&ft of Unicorn pub down Colemore Lane. Follow lane for 1km
and park on left.

Userbody: BBOWT.

HEATHLAKE, Crowthorne 20" February 2006

Task: Scrub bashing in another heathland restoration task.

Leader: Nigel Mason-Flucke 0776 523403

Meet at: 10:15 at the entranceto the site off Nine Mile Ride. Grid reference 828655. Head south from
Wokingham on the A321 the Sandhurst Road. At a double roundhbout turn left onto Nine Mile
Ride (B3430) and the siteis on the right after half a mile

Userbody: Wokingham District Council Courtryside Service.

PAMBER FOREST, Tadley 27" February 2006
Task: TBA. Joint task with Basingstoke Conservation Volunteas.
Leader: Richard Coles 0118 976 (B30

Mest at: 10:15 at the site. This ste has several entrances, so contact the leader for details if you are
coming. The main entrance is along the track from the Pamber Heath to Tadley road at Grid Ref.
SU609618.

Userbody: Hampshire Wildlife Trust.

Diary Dates
TBA. CommitteeMtg 7-45pm. Venue Black Boy, Shinfidd Rd. All welcome.
Sun 30" Jan. Newsletter copy date. Any (printable!) contributions to the newsl etter are always welcome.
Any items for inclusionin the next newsleter should be sent to the P.O. Box onor

preferably before this date

TBA Please contact Richard Coles for dates of tools evenings.
BeC Contacts

Chair & Tools: Richard Coles (0118) 976 0680
Treasurer: Philip Allen (0118) 941 471 *
Van Admin: Rodney Chapple (0118) 986 4438
Task Co-Coordinator: David Fiddes (0118) 950 0735
Membership & Newdetter:  Neil Frankum (0118) 975 1528 *
Social Secretary Nigel Mason-Flucke
CommitteeM ember Peter Harrison

* Answerphone avail able
Address for Corre spondence Berkshire Conservation Voluntegs, PO Box 165,
Reading, Berkshire, RG6 4LD
EMail: member ship@berkshire-conservation-voluntees.org.uk
MOBILE: We now have a mobile phone for use on task + although primarily for usein emergencies,
volunteegs can also useit to contad us if they are having dfficulties locating the worksite + the
number is 0780 3360654. NB: this phane will only be switched on during tasks.

www.ber kshire-conser vation-volunteers.or g.uk
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