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Task Repor ts 
20th February – Heathlake – Neil Frankum 

 
 A good turnout, with numbers boosted for the morning by a group of teenagers doing their Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards, and the local “Friends Of” group. We were working further from the carpark than the previous tasks 
here. The work involved cutting down birch and pine regrowth in one of the heather covered  

 
Top – L-R – Nigel, Ellen, Carey, ?, Phil, Peter, Mike, Lindy, & Richard enjoying the baked spuds. 
Above – Working in the heather. 

clearings. The cut 
brash was burnt on a 
fairly modest (by our 
standards!) bonfire. 
Modest, mostly 
because we were only 
burning small stuff . 
After successfully 
clearing all the 

 

invading regrowth, we 
munched on nicely done 
baked spuds. Ellen also 
nipped home and 
provided some nice 
grated cheese to go on 
the potatoes, and a can 
of baked beans for Phil! 
To finish the day off , 
seven of us adjourned to 
the Queen’s Oak pub at 
Finchampstead. 

 
Above – tea break. L-R – 3 DofE’s, Ellen, Carey, Richard, Mike, Phil , Peter, Nigel, & Brian. 
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19th December ± Heathlake ± Neil Frankum 

 

A good turnout, both from BeC, and a group of 
Duke Of Edinburgh Awards people, and the 
biggest bonfire in a long while meant this was an 
enjoyable last task for 2004. The afternoon was 
livened up by a very irate dog walker, who seemed 
set on picking a fight with anyone who was 
chopping down rhododendrons in ‘her' backyard. 
She didn't seem to want to listen to the ranger 
explaining the reasons for us carrying out the work 
(i.e. rhododendron is an invasive non-native species 
that takes over, wiping out the rare heathland 
habitat underneath.) 
 
Left ± the conflagration at Heathlake ± rhododendron burns well when 
you get it going… 

2nd January ± Greywell Fen ± Neil Frankum 
The first task of 2005 was at Hampshire Wildlife Trust's Greywell Fen Reserve. We were working in the field 
behind the pumping station, clearing invading trees and dead reeds from the fen area. This was a joint task 
with the local HWT group. After task we adjourned to the nice pub up the road in Greywell village. 

  
Above left ± Nigel. Above right ± the kettle ofn for tea, and a nice bonfire to keep us warm. 

 

16th January ± K ingwood Common ± Neil Frankum 
This heathland restoration task at Kingwood Common saw birch 
& bramble disappearing onto the bonfire, and two chainsaws 
tackling the bigger stuff . This heathland has been allowed to 
deteriorate much further than Snelsmore, so this is more of an 
11th hour rescue, but with luck and a bit of time the heathland 
should recover. 
 
Right ± Bryan, Giles & David.  
Below left ± Neil, Phil, Phil, & Peter.  
Below right ± Neil (playing with the fire!), Giles & Rodney. 
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30th January ± Nor th Warnborough Greens ± Neil Frankum 
This was a joint task with Basingstoke Conservation Volunteers, and the Hampshire Wildli fe Trust's local 
group. The task was in two parts. Firstly clearing along one of the rides under a set of power lines, and 
secondly clearing along the fence line, with a bit of dead hedging to fill in the holes caused by trees that have 
previously been blown over. Two chainsaws and a brush cutter made good progress on the bigger stuff, and 
small undergrowth, while the rest of us did the medium sized stuff . I even managed to give a good 
demonstration of how to fell a tree in slow motion. It took what must have been a minute or so between 
starting to fall, and actually hitting the ground. This is the first time we've worked in this corner of the reserve 
since the mid 90's, so it was nice to revisit it.  

 

Left & below ± Richard & Nigel starting work to tidy up the tree that I ‘ slow 
motion' felled!  
 

 

  

9th January ± Snelsmore Common ± Neil Frankum 

 
Above L-R ± Richard, Ali sdair, Peter, Nigel , Ken, 3 of the local group, Keith, and another local. Below  - stoking the fi re. 

This was a joint task with the local group at Snelsmore Common. In total we had twenty people chopping and 
dragging birch and pine to help the heathland restoration process. Nice big bonfire & baked spuds - who could 
have asked for more. We even got a thankyou letter from Keith for our efforts. 
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2005 

Membership 
Renewal 

Second reminder for 
those of you who have 
not yet renewed - it's 
that time of year again 
when I ask you all to 
part with a nice crisp 
new five pound note (or 
cheque) in order to 
guarantee your copy of 
six further issues of this 
wonderful newsletter of 
ours, as well as all the 
other delightful benefits 
of being a member of 
the group. If the 
envelope that this 
newsletter arrived in 
says “Paid 2005” on 
the front then you can 
ignore this reminder, as 
you are already a paid 
up member. 

6th February ± Snelsmore Common ± Neil Frankum 

 

A slightly dull day saw us carrying on 
with the birch clearance on the heathland.  
Unfortunately, I was a bit pyrotechnically 
challenged, and whilst I did just about get 
the fire going, it took James' efforts to get 
it to a reasonable conflagration. I also 
almost failed to get the kettle going 
(twice!). Moral of the story ± don't try 
and economise on the firewood, and don't 
try and use wet twigs! At least we 
managed to get enough hot ash to do the 
potatoes, although another note is that 
when you've only got a small pile of hot 
ash, it takes longer for the potatoes to 
cook. In the middle of the afternoon we 
were 

 visited by the site's herd of ponies. The next generation of foals is due to be born in the next few weeks. 
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Left ± Nigel wielding a mattock to dig up a small birch tree, with Phil and 
Constance working in the background. 
Above ± Richard and James with the struggling fire. 

  

28th November ± Snelsmore Common, 5th December ± ??, 12th December ± Ecchinswell Village Pond, 
23rd January ± Yateley Common - No task reports. 
13th February - K ingwood Common ± Neil Frankum 
The day started out cold. Alisdair had to scrape an 
inch of snow off his car before setting out. I heard 
the sleet lashing down on the windows and had an 
extra hour in bed instead! When I did crawl out of 
bed I was met with a total change of weather ± lovely 
sunshine (although the black clouds did threaten all 
day). The task was continuing the work we started 
last month to extend a clearing and remove the low 
growing scrub. The aim being to let the heathland 
flora re-colonise. The lone heather plant we found 
has got a big task ahead of it! With three chainsaws 
on task, we also took down a few of the larger birch 
trees on one side of the clearing. The aim eventually 
being to link up to the next  

 
 

 

clearing along, and 
eventually make a 
chain of linked 
heathland clearings 
through the woodland. 
 
Left ± L-R ± Alisdair, Nigel, 
Giles, Richard, Bryan & 
Amanda. 
 

 

 

Left ± Alisdair 
demonstrates his new 
chainsaw skills whilst 
Peter & Richard look 
on. 
Right ± Richard fells a 
birch tree as Alisdair 
watches 
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Left ± L-R ± Alisdair, Nigel, Giles, Richard, Bryan & Amanda. 
Above L-R ± Amanda, Bryan & David 

 

 

Van 
The new BeC van has made it's first appearance on task. It is a 
secondhand “Y”-Reg Ford Transit Minibus. It was a 12 seat 
minibus, but we've removed the back row of seats and installed a 
mesh partition to allow space for safe transport of tools in the 
back. All seats have seat belts, so it is safer than the sideways 
facing bench seats in the old van. It's a lot more comfortable to 
drive than the old van, although I doubt we'll ever need (or want) 
to take it to the top speed on the speedo ± 150mph!!  
 

Social Repor ts 
Cinema Tr ip 
Five of us met up at the Showcase Cinema to see “House Of Flying Daggers” , filmed on location in the 
Ukraine & subtitled in Chinese! There were mixed views on the storyline, but no doubt that it was one of the 
most visually impressive films I've seen in a while. The director certainly had a good eye for an artistic shot. 
 

Socials 
Pub ± Sundays after task 
If everyone feels up to it we sometimes adjourn to the pub after task. We'll usually decide where we are going 
on task, when we've found out what everyone wants to do. 
Pub Quiz ± Monday 28th February ± 9-00pm - Red L ion, Mortimer West End 
We've been challenged to a pub quiz by Basingstoke Conservation Volunteers. Contact Neil on 0118 975 
1528 if you want to come along. 
Cinema Trip ± Tuesday 8th March 
Visit to the showcase cinema at Winnersh to see a film. Contact Nigel (01276 469432) for details / times. 
Other socials etc 
These get arranged on an ad hoc basis - turn up on task, contact one of us, or sign up for the Email maili ng list 
to find out the details. 
 

 Aldermaston Gravel Pits 
BBOWT have just acquired a new reserve just outside Reading. The site is not yet open to the public, so the fol lowing 
additional midweek conservation task at the site is a good chance to get a sneak preview if you can't make our task 
here at the beginning of April . 

Practical Conservation Day at Aldermaston Gravel Pits - Wednesday 16th March 
A practical conservation day is planned for Wednesday 16th March when tasks may include constructing a boardwalk, 
surfacing paths, erecting a bird hide, and building an access ramp. Come at 10.30am, stay as long as you want, & 
bring a packed lunch and outdoor clothes. Home-made soup wil l be provided! SU596668. Park in Station Rd, meet in 
the car park of the Butt Inn, Aldermaston Wharf, at 10a.m. Finish 12.30p.m. Phone Ali on 01628 829574 or 07711 
157459 to book a place. 
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Task Details: 27th February ± 24th Apr il 2005 
 To book for task, please contact the task-leader listed below (If possible, by the Thursday before the task).  
Transport is available from the Tool Store at Caversham Court at 9:10am, and from the front of Reading 
Station (near the taxi rank) at 9:30am.  Other pick-up points can sometimes be arranged ± please contact the 
task-leader.  
 You are advised to wear old clothing, and stout boots or wellies (preferably with steel toecaps).  Also 
bring waterproofs and a packed lunch, BeC will provide Tea/Coffee/Squash and Biscuits. As it is winter we 
could experience any type of weather, so wrap up warm (and bring the sun cream??!!). 
 Whenever possible, please do let the task leader know you are planning to come on task.  Occasionally 
task details change at short notice, and we can only let you know of changes if we know you are planning to 
attend the task.  However we do always take enough tools and biscuits for a few extras, so if you get the urge 
on Sunday morning, but haven't booked, you will stil l be made welcome. 
We usually go to the pub after task, so remember to bring some money (and a change of clothes if it's likely to 
be a very muddy task) if you want to join us. 
 

PAMBER FOREST, Tadley 27th February 2005 
Task:  TBA. Joint task with Basingstoke Conservation Volunteers.  
Leader: Richard Coles 0118 976 0580 
Meet at:  10:15 at the site. This site has several entrances, so contact the leader for details if you are 

coming. The main entrance is along the track from the Pamber Heath to Tadley road at Grid Ref. 
SU609618. 

Userbody:  Hampshire Wildlife Trust.  
 

ENGLEMERE POND, Bracknell  6th March 2005 
Task:  Willow clearance and dead hedge.  
Leader: Neil Frankum 0118 975 1528 
Meet at:  10:15 at the site (Grid Ref SU901684). Head east from Bracknell on the A329. Turn right 

towards Bagshot onto the B3017 at the traff ic lights next to the Royal Foresters pub. The site is 
on the left just before you go over the humpbacked bridge over the railway. 

 NB: It's Reading ½ Marathon today, so watch out for road closures if you're coming through 
Reading. 

Userbody:  Bracknell Forest Borough Council.  
 

SNELSMORE COMMON, Newbury 13th March 2005 
Task:  TBA. 
Leader: David Fiddes 0780 191 7104 
Meet at:  10:15 at the site (Grid Ref SU463710). Snelsmore Common country park can be found north of 

Newbury and is located along the B4494 road from Donnington to Wantage. The entrance is sign 
posted from the road opposite the entrance to Mary Hare Grammar School. 

Userbody:  West Berkshire District Council .  
 

YATELEY COMMON, Yateley 20th March 2005 
Task:  The task will be scrub clearance. Mostly birch but also a bit of gorse. 
Leader: Philip Allen 0118 941 0471 
Meet at:  Meet at: 10:15 at the Blackbushe Airport car park off of the A30 (Grid ref: SU810588). If you©re 

coming from Reading, then you need to come down the A327. Turn left when you reach the A30. 
Go across the first roundabout, and in about half a mile turn left into Blackbushe Airport. There©s 
a big model of a helicopter right by the entrance. Once in the car park you should be able to spot 
the entrance to the Common behind a couple of skips. 

Userbody:  Hampshire County Council . 
  

SOME PLACE, Somewhere 27th March 2005 
Task:  Doing whatever you feel li ke, as there's no task, due to it being the Easter holiday.  
 

ALDERMASTON GRAVEL PITS, Aldermaston 3rd Apr il 2005 
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Task:  Boardwalk / path construction. This is our first task at BBOWT's latest nature reserve 
acquisition, just outside Reading. 

Leader: Neil Frankum 0118 975 1528 
Meet at:  Meet at: 10:15 at Station Rd, Aldermaston Wharf, then follow directions to the site (Grid ref: 

SU601672). Contact the leader for more details if you are making your own way there! 
Userbody:  BBOWT. 
 

DINTON PASTURES, Hurst 10th Apr il 2005 
Task:  TBA. 
Leader: Philip Allen 0118 941 0471  
Meet at:  10-15am at the car park (Grid reference SU724768). Head out of Reading on the A329 until you 

get to the Winnersh cross roads (next to Sainsbury's) .  Turn left here and continue for three 
quarters of a mile.  Just after crossing the motorway, turn left into the car park. Look out for 
arrows at the entrance, which may direct you further along the road to one of the other car parks 
on the other side of the site. If in doubt phone the mobile, or ask at the visitor centre. 

Userbody:  Wokingham District Council Countryside Service.  
 

TBA, 17th Apr il 2005 
Task:  TBA. Look at the website, or contact one of the committee for details. 
 

SNELSMORE COMMON, Newbury 24th Apr il 2005 
Task:  TBA. 
Leader: Richard Coles 0118 976 0580 
Meet at:  10:15 at the site (Grid Ref SU463710). See 13th March for directions. 
Userbody:  West Berkshire District Council .  
 
 

Diary Dates 
Mon 4th Apr . Committee Mtg 7-45pm. Venue Black Boy, Shinfield Rd. All welcome. 
Sun 10th Apr . Newsletter copy date. Any (printable!) contributions to the newsletter are always welcome. 

Any items for inclusion in the next newsletter should be sent to the P.O. Box on or 
preferably before this date. 

TBA Please contact Richard Coles for dates of tools evenings.  
 

BeC Contacts 
Chair & Tools:  Richard Coles (0118) 976 0580 
Treasurer: Philip Allen (0118) 941 0471 * 
Van Admin:  Rodney Chapple (0118) 986 4438 
Task Co-Coordinator : David Fiddes (0118) 950 0735 
Membership & Newsletter : Neil Frankum (0118) 975 1528 * 
Social Secretary Nigel Mason-Flucke (01276) 469432 
Committee Member Peter Harrison 
*  Answerphone available 
Address for Correspondence: Berkshire Conservation Volunteers, PO Box 165,  
     Reading, Berkshire, RG1 4LD 
EMail:    membership@berkshire-conservation-volunteers.org.uk 
MOBILE: We have a mobile phone for task use ± although primarily for use in emergencies, volunteers can 

also use it to contact us if they are having diff iculties locating the worksite. The number is 0780 
3360654 changing to 07875 262129. NB: this wil l only be switched on during tasks.  

 

www.berkshire-conservation-volunteers.org.uk 
 


