Davide Ragowvitch
Rug Importer
The knowledge of identifying Persian & Oriental rugs is one of those things that you can never say you have finished. This brief overview of the subject is intended to help new owners have a basic grounding.

One thing worth stressing at the outset is that a quality hand made rug is as much an investment as it is a carpet, which looks good, and you can walk on.

GROUPS 

Predominant Patterns


Chinese


Emblems


Central Asia

Geometric


Caucasia

Latch Hook


Persia


Floral


Turkey


Conventional Flowers


India


Plainer Floral

DESIGNS & PATTERNS are described in Borders, Fields and All Over


Herati


All-over, central diamond surrounded by 4 crumpled leaf forms


Mina Khani

All-over, mostly Kurdish, diamond with central flower & 4 surrounding


Pear


Widely used

Rosette


Conventionalised flower form

8 pointed Star

Hallmark of nomad weavings

Cloud Band

Mongolian in origin, wavy 'U' appearance

Bi-Cleft Leaf

Armenian in origin, unlikely in modern Persians

Latch Hook

Widely used in Caucasian and some Shiraz

Comb


Caucasian, some Turkish but hardly any Persian

Octagon


Again seldom in Persian but in other Groups

Diamond

Again seldom in Persian but in other Groups

Elephant foot

Coarser form of Octagon, mostly Central Asian

'S'


Turkish & Caucasian

'T'


Thor's Hammer, T's and Keys, mostly Chinese

Henna Flower

Persian fancy, almost certainly a Feraghan

Palmette


Used with Cloud Band, characteristic of Antique Ispahans

Persian Leaf

Straight spear-shaped leaves, characteristic of Khorassan

Central Medallion
Introduced into a Field for decorative effect, vary in size & shape

Diaper


Honeycomb or Lattice to divide Field into smaller compartments

KNOTS are formed in two ways, Ghiordes Knot and Sehna Knot.

WEAVE (Quality) Types. Grain is the thickness of yarn used and texture how tightly the knots are made. 


GRAIN
TEXTURE

Typically used 

Fine 
Close


Kashan, Sarouk, Sehna, Tabriz, Saraband


Medium
Close


Joshaghan, Kermanshah, Khorassan, Meshed


Coarse 
Close


Bijar, Mosul, Hamadan, Khurdistan, Herat, Feraghan


Fine
Loose


None

Medium
Loose


Shiraz, Niris, Karadagh


Coarse
Loose


Ghorevan, Herez

Characteristic Weaves

Khorassan

Twelve knots vertically by six  to the inch horizontally

Sehna


Eighteen Sehna knots square to the inch, knots close & irregular

Sarouk


Fifteen Sehna knots vertically by Sixteen, one of the closest weaves

Kazak


Six Ghiordes knots by nine to the inch horizontally, wide row spacing

Saraband

Ten Sehna knots to the inch square, row spaces vary a little in places

Daghestan

Eight Giordes knots to the inch square,

Chinese


Nine knots to the inch square, spiral appearance of rows

Merve Khilim

Eight stitches to the inch, fewer and smaller open spaces

Kurdish Khilim

Many open spaces and loose ends

Shemakha Coarse

Eight stitches to the inch,  flat woven, loose ends in backing


Shemakha Fine

Ten stitches to the inch, fewer loose ends in backing
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