
Fradley Swan, Holiday Itinerary 02.08.03 - 09.08.03

Saturday 2nd 
Meet 11:30 - 1:00 at a pub for lunch.  Probably in Alrewas, at the "George and Dragon", "William IV", "The Crown Inn", or next to the canal at "The Old Boat".  Whoever gets there first can make the choice.  We will phone to find out who is where!  

Alternatively, we could meet at the "Swan", at the boatyard, however this is likely to be very busy.

14:30 - 15:00 Arrival at the Boatyard.

16:00  Official take over time for the Fradley Swan.  This could be earlier or later, but we'll assume a departure of no later than 17:30.  (Boatyard will advise the day before how busy they are going to be.)

17:30~19:50  Fradley Junction to Handsacre (4 miles, 3 locks, 2 hrs 20 mins), then there are two options (depending on time):

1. Handsacre - "The Crown", canalside at bridge 58.  A lively welcoming pub serving Bass real ale.  Fish and Chips nearby.

2. Continue another 20-30 minutes through Armitage and then moor at Bridge 61 (avoiding the road noise) and walk to "The Plum Pudding" - for good pub food.  We could also have a stroll to the "Ash Tree Inn".

Sunday 3rd (Sam's Birthday)
We should be able to get Sunday papers from Handsacre / Armitage. 

09:15~11:15, Handsacre to Bridge 70 (6m, 0l, 2h0). Passing Armitage (of Armitage Shanks fame) and Rugeley.

Sunday lunch (meeting at 11:30 to 11:45) at the "Wolseley Arms" by bridge 70.  It is a Vintage Inn serving Bass, Worthington, Highgate and Guest Ales, and traditional English bar meals all day.

14:30~15:50 Bridge 70 to Great Haywood Junction (2m, 2l, 1h20), turning onto the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal.

15:50~17:50 Great Haywood Junction to Bridge 98  (5m, 1l, 2h).  Passing the interesting Tixall wide.   "Radford Bank Inn" is canalside at bridge 98.
17:50~19:10 Bridge 98 to Bridge 92 (3m, 1l, 1h20).  At Bridge 92, Acton Trussell, there is the "The Moat House".  A very attractive 14thC building with 6 acres of landscaped gardens.  It is now a hotel and there's chance of good food and drink.

Monday 4th 
10:00~12:00  Bridge 92 to Bridge 86, Penkridge (3m, 3l, 2h).  The town of Penkridge is accessible at Bridge 86, there are several pubs serving lunch.  There is likely to be a cash point and shops.  Monday is Market Day.

13:30~18:30 Bridge 86 to Bridge 71 (8m, 7l, 5h).  The canal runs close to the M6 along this stretch.  At Bridge 71, Cross Green, there is the "Fox and Anchor".  We can get pub food here, or fish and chips from nearby Coven.

Tuesday 5th
Plan A

10:30~11:30 Bridge 71 to Autherley Junction (3m, 0l, 1h).  The canal enters the outskirts of Wolverhampton, but never becomes too urban.  At Autherley junction turn onto the Shropshire Union Canal.  There is an interesting stop lock at the junction that drops by just 6 inches.

11:30~12:00 Autherley Junction to Bridge 2, (0.5m, 1l, 0h30).  About 1/2 mile east of Bridge 2 there is Safeway superstore.  (The "Pendulum" pub is next to Safeway.)

12:00~13:30 Safeway and collect Sean  (If Sean is arriving by public transport, we will collect from the Safeway superstore, otherwise from Brewood.)

13:30~15:00 Bridge 2 to Bridge 14, Brewood (4.5m, 1 lock, 3h).

15:00~15:30 Alistair disembarks at "Bridge Inn", Brewood.  Time for a swift half?

15:30~17:50 Bridge 14 to Bridge 25, nr Church Eaton.  (6m, 1l, 2h20)  On this stretch we pass the curiously named "Wheaton Aston Poultry Progeny Testing Station".

17:50~18:00 Winding.  (U-Turn).

We can spend the evening in the middle of nowhere with a BBQ and the nearest pub 1 mile away in Church Eaton.  It is 20 minutes back to Bridge 24 and another 1 mile walk to the Fox at Marston, passing the Testing Station.

Plan B
There are multiple other options depending on the weather, Sean's arrival and Alistair's departure and we could end up at Gnosall, Wheaton Aston or Norbury Juntion

Wednesday 6th (Pete's Birthday)
10:00~12:20 Bridge 25 to Bridge 14, Brewood (6m, 1l, 2 h20).  There are several pubs that serve lunch, stores and a bank too.  The "Bridge Inn", canalside, is recommended by Glenn.  One of his brothers lives nearby.

14:30~16:30 Bridge 14 to Autherley Junction (5m, 1l, 2h).


16:30~17:30 Autherley Junction to Hatherton Junction.  (5m, 0l, 1h40).  We can drink and dine at Calf Heath Marina.  From this junction, there is a derelict branch to the Birmingham Canal Navigations.  This branch now provides a feeder, and from what I remember, the water is clear.

Thursday 7th 
10:30~14:50 Hatherton Junction to Bridge 86 Penkridge (6m, 7l, 5h).  Visit to Penkridge for any supplies.  Lunch on board.

16:00~19:00 Bridge 86 to Bridge 98 (6m, 3l, 3h). Canalside at Bridge 98 there is the "Radford Bank Inn", in a previous incarnation as the "Trumpet", it served Bass real ale with restaurant and bar meals.  Bass is no longer guaranteed, but it is still serving food.

Friday 8th
10:00~12:00 Bridge 98 to Great Haywood Junction (5m, 1l, 2h).  Foray into Great Haywood for supplies, lunch on board.

13:00~18:00 Great Haywood to Bridge 52 (12m, 3l, 5h).  "Swan", focus of the junction and justly famous.  There is a fine public bar with a coal fire and pub games, a comfortable lounge used by families, and a lively cellar bar.  Ansells and Ind Coope (Burton) real ale and bar meals.

Saturday 9th
08:00~08:45 Bridge 52 to Fradley Junction, (0.5m, 2l, 0h45). 

09:00 Disembark!


Page 1 of 1



