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| was the fourth out of eight, five boys and three
girls. The eldest, Charlie, was in the Territorials;
Les joined at 15; Len went in the Navy. | was
i called up in 1940 for the RCS and went to
Whitby for six months practising Morse in cars
on the moors. June 1940 | was transferred to the
Third Division starting at Frome, then to the

Scottish lochs. We took two dupes to London on
SRS R RV “combined ops”, then back to Scotland. One of
the jeeps had the word “PRIORITY” across the front of it. They fooled everyone.
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In 1941 | met a Land Army girl from Hull at Toc H in Harpenden,
Marjorie Lead. She was about 19 and | was 22. In those days you
needed permission under 21 so she had to go home to ask her
parents. | wrote to my mother for £25. She said: “Don’t forget to pay
me back because it belongs to your brother, Lennie.” He used to
send her his savings. We were married at St Albans Registry Office
2 May 1942. Our witnesses were Dave Taylor and his wife, an ATS
girl. We caught a 321 double-decker bus. | had enough money to
pay for a meal and we had two days honeymoon at The King’s Head
in Luton.

Then | went to the Isle of Wight and joined American troops practising landings.
Douglas Fairbanks came to see us. Then to Loch Fyne, staying at Inverary in Nissen
huts. Back to the Havant woods, waiting, playing sport. We were on half-track
armoured vehicles with a crew of four: driver, operator, and two others with two radio
sets.

Skitmore, was blown up in a vehicle ahead laying lines for
= =8 communications. He’s buried at Mook. Another mate was
o R LT adly injured but is still alive today.
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% -l J'E_E_E_tlﬂl]f After the D-Day landings in 1944 my best mate, Jack

| We headed for Falaise Gap with the Third British Division
and then were privileged to march through Flears with fixed
bayonets to show the city was free.

After a really long drive in Holland | fell asleep at the wheel of my half-track and
landed in a ditch. Luckily | managed to winch myself out. Another time a salvo of
mobile German rockets - we called them “Moaning Minnies” - blew my nearside
wheel off but no harm done.



After we liberated Holland in 1945 | came across a cellar full of women and children
at Venray. They'd all gone down there for safety. They were so pleased to see me
they sang God Save the King —in English! When Princess Anne came to meet us on
the 50" anniversary | told her about it. She was very touched by that.

We were sent out to the Middle East Christmas 1945 and my brother, Les, was in
Egypt on HMS Liverpool. We met in Haifa when he had two days leave.
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We had some time on our hands and Howard Smith wrote a play for us called It’s all
yours. It was a laugh. | enjoyed singing. They were Inkspots numbers. I'm still in
touch with Jack Davies in Wales.

Dougie Tayler, Harry Messiter,

Author Howard Smithl] Eddy Fenton at the mike

The 3" British Division was going to go to America and then invade Japan but they
capitulated when we dropped the atom bomb. | was demobbed in 1946 and went
back to work in Hull, first on radiators, very hot, then furnaces for 35 years. My wife
died in 1985; she was a very heavy smoker.
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