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John Galey 4™ Battln. Lincolnshire Regiment



John Galey, raised in Tooting, moved to Lincolnshire, No 14773151
4™ Lincolnshire Regiment, Polar Bears

My father died at 34 from First World War gas. It was 1930
and | was five. We went to visit him in hospital. There were
men in red dressing-gowns, all dying from gas years after
the war ended. So my mother had to bring us up on her
own, three of us. At eighteen | was called up and left
home. | suppose she was upset but at that age you don’t
think about it. | was working for Geest as a welder in
Boston. My sister was in Leicester soldering and repairing
Spitfire and Hurricane radiators at the Victory Works. It
was near the end of the war. | wanted to go into the Navy
but didn’t get in. We did six weeks basic infantry training,

: - then ten weeks corps training, then six weeks intensive
with I|ve ammo in the Cheviot Hills — the hardest six weeks of my life; they allowed
30% casualties in that. We had to find our way up to the Scottish border and back
again.

Then we went from Newcastle down to the boat at Southampton, then Ostend. It was
very wet and very cold. | lost my best mate, Charlie Yarnell, in Belgium. He was with
another regiment and got killed near Arnhem on February 8"; he was only 18. We did
our training together. Charlie was a fisherman from Boston in Lincolnshire.

The Germans were up on the Arnhem Ridge. We couldn’t dig trenches because they
would flood. We stayed in attics and upstairs rooms of houses. Our food wasn’t too
bad. The Dutch were starving. After the war we heard they ate tulip bulbs and stole
potato peelings from the Germans, they were so desperate.

. el - From April 4" we began clearing “The
,& i \é . Island” between the Rhine and IJssel and
4 Jal: 4 finished by April 14™. Our main battles were

. 88 5 round the factories. The Nazis took them

, over in 1940. There were some big ones
like the silk factory. The Germans forced

the Dutch to work for them so they were
' glad when we got the Nazis out. It wasn’t

easy. We would go round one side and
the Germans would be hiding round the
other, like a roundabout. Then the next
night we’'d try again. There weren’t
enough men to cover everything. The * .
factories were very grateful for what we 5% &
did. They've been good to us since,
giving us a good time, a reception laid &% /
on, a pleasure boat cruise on the 50" Mg
anniversary, 1994. They appreciate us.




~ Polar Bears prepare fo
attack April 10th 1945

= Every now and agaln the Salvation Army
or Lincolnshire Poacher came round They had rock cakes a quury then. We
stopped at a village and shared them out with the hungry | s -
kids. Everyone seemed to be starving. One day we stopped
at a village near Velp. It was called Rheden. A girl came out
and said: “Come with me”. |
thought my luck was in. She
~ took me upstairs. The smell

~was terrible. Her mother had
just had a baby. They had
nothing, no soap, no
nothing. The baby seemed
alright. | got them some |
soap and chocolate, what |
could. We had to move on. %
I've often wondered what
happened to them. She was going to call the baby Tommy. Velp was a fair size then
but Rheden is now bigger. The people had nothing, nothing at all those days.

The Dutch SS, the Sudaten, had the worst time. They had nowhere to go; they were
desperate. The Dutch were going to shoot them. After they capitulated we let them
keep their weapons to defend themselves.

We moved on to Germany, and you had to admire them. It was only a few days after
the war ended and they were already busy rebuilding as we went through. At Utrecht
the Germans presented arms. I'll never forget that.

After duties in Cyprus and Palestine | was demobbed late 1947 and went back to
work January First 1948.



- Rayon factory, Arnhem
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