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Steve Pooley
Royal Navy



Steve Pooley born 17" November 1923 at Terrington St Clement, A/B Seaman,
Royal Navy No. C/JX 353071 Mentioned in Dispatches by Lt Cdr Alan Villiers RNVR
who wrote of his “unflagging zeal, setting an outstanding example. He trod between
beach mines while barefoot but did not let them deter him.”
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| signed up for the Royal Navy on my 18" birthday in 1941 and | was called up in
March 1942 for the medical. They tried to persuade me to go into the Army but |
refused. | had volunteered, so | had my way - it was the Navy. When | went to get on
the train, | looked, and there were two of my schoolmates — one of them was with me
all through the war on the same ship. We were only parted once, after the war when
he went to Scotland to go back to Burma; but they changed their minds and we were
back together again.

From the train we went to HMS Ganges at Shotley near Ipswich for six weeks
training. Then Chatham, had a tattoo put on my arm — young and silly — then Troon in
Scotland for LCT training, that’s Landing Craft for Tanks. After about a month we
went back to Scotland and on the Queen Mary to New York. They treated us



marvellous! They took us to Brooklyn and put on a big show for us with the Andrews
Sisters. From there we went to Astbury Park in New Jersey, straight into hotels.
Everything was left for us, the beds made and everything, marvellous! Then Norfolk,
Virginia, to pick up the LCI's (Landing Craft for Infantry). We had Christmas on them.
I've never felt so cold in my life. It was thirty degrees below freezing.

The LCI's were called Lice and were metal sheets welded together in straight lines,
with flat bottoms and bus engines from Detroit. There were twenty-one seaman and
stokers, two officers on board. They reckoned 40% of the total Lice would survive the
trip across the Atlantic. But it was 100%. There were 24 in our group under
Commander Villiers. It wasn’t easy. When you were down in a trough you couldn’t
see any of the others. The most you could see at one time was about four or five.

LANDING CRAPT, INFANTRY (LARGE)—Nuombers 1-350 Lc!(LB

Clpeiz- An aceon-going infantry carler dewaned far diree) unlaading on |||L

ticnal wio beach,  Althaugh b unj space, gulley, -:nr! taller mg peavide J b
accommodaticn ol 1rug the space iy limited 1o @ pachicel 6
tinngl time of

Dewnplinn Eljllf mudily aled by the diswing, aie vadeiquing the chonges
thawn Ly the pheres, helghloned eanning tower, rmoman mooed
ledmnrd,

Conneily n, 1562 colnted men, ¢t 75 Inns toign

Enduinnce GO miles (0 17 knen, b ";chlnj diodt ellnws don 500 mites 0 15
lu-,r\ ar 1,560 miles o 1% koot

Speed 'I-’a Lis mar U LE h‘ﬂn G G50 ;l'"

n et ),
. Dircemiom ] Ben=, ;""'.1".
Diglise- Denli 3 "y 3
el 21" Icu d |I 16" ah,
1 tAY fard, 5017 ol
|—..r fnch. imne rurn &5 ot landing dialt, 7.0 ar etdzn disd,
Aamanient Fr 1 90 mm. (el cairy teo :rJ‘ Lewis 3-""}

st U ploste u;l ger geoterilon ler guns, eonning tewer, end piletheus
srdits

Mrapuliian ’! 14 | al G M, Dhesely; mar. BHP. 1,600/ twin voric 'ch «piich wrewt
Fusl 130 yooa fuel eil, 200 gailon Tube. Ciow, 3 olficens, 21 men,
T

There were four spaces below for about two hundred troops, a tight squeeze with the
numbers doubled up for invasion. There were a few benches to sit on, but mostly
bunks. As crew, we were amidships with a bit more space. We had lockers as well as
bunks and hammocks. We didn’t use the hammocks much. The bunks were canvas,
no mattress, and a couple of blankets. You had to eat and sleep in the same place.
We all got on alright, being in such a small space. Commander Villiers and the other
officers were always friendly and would talk to you. He’d been on tall ships in
Australia before going on the Lice, a bit of a difference! He wrote about the LCI's in
an American magazine: Ships and the Sea in 1952. It was a very good description.

Into March we made our way to the Mediterranean; it was getting warmer all the time.
We went to Bermuda, then Gibraltar, Oran, Algiers. In Algiers an Arab hit me on the
head with a long pole and took my wallet and paybook. Then Djidgelli, Libya, Tunisia,
practising for the invasions, along the North African beaches. It was like a holiday,
lovely warm water, catching our own fish and so on, very nice.



11th June 1943 was Pantelleria, July Sicily, then Salerno in September. Salerno was
bad, worse than D-Day, really. We’d heard on the radio that Italy had surrendered
and we thought it was going to be easy. We didn’t realise the Germans were still
there. They tried to blow us out of the water. It was terrible really, hundreds were hit.
A lot died in the water, coming off the ramps. Going back to England for Operation
Neptune was very rough in the Bay of Biscay, very rough.

6™ June 1944 D-Day we took the
famous Black Watch and Canadian
Winnipeg Rifles across to Juno
Beach. | was the first one off the
LCI. | was a lifeline-man, jumping
into the water and running onto the
beach to show the others how to do

it. 1 did it four times. Once | helped

to get a parachute free that was
tangled up on the LCI port screw.
We belonged to Combined Ops so
we were more or less Commandos,
ready for anything. The troops were
seasick after two days and nights
on the LCI’'s and were glad to land;
we had some rough trips.

We did 38 trips non-stop from
Normandy  beaches,  Mulberry
Harbour, to England, New Haven,
Portsmouth or wherever, and back,
carrying different cargoes, then
prisoners. We were on different
ships by then. Things got a lot
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better for us, going to different places, Dieppe, Antwerp, and so on. The German
prisoners we brought back were a lot different from the Italians; they were very clean.

e IJ]“;{;]_(!S* : We went to Westcliff-on-Sea and | developed sceptic
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tonsillitis and ear infection. When | was better | was
getting ready to go home, having a shave, and my
nose started bleeding. | was worried they might keep
me there so | didn’t say anything. | went home with a
. bloody nose!

In June 1994 | went back to the Normandy beaches
- on the Canberra along with hundreds of other
veterans for a special service to remember the ones
2. Who died over there. The Queen and Royal Family
! went on the Royal Yacht Britannia. It was very
emotional, especially when poppies fell from the
Lancaster over the Channel. But | hope my children
never have to see war.






