Benefits and Concessions for Registered Blind and Partially Sighted People

· Registration is voluntary, but gives entitlement to certain benefits and makes it more likely that you will get the help you need. You can be included on your local council’s register only if a special form has been completed by a consultant ophthalmologist or eye specialist.

· If you attend an eye hospital, then you should talk to your eye specialist about registration. Otherwise, discuss your sight problems with your GP, who may refer you for further help.

About this Guide

· Not everything mentioned here is available to blind and partially sighted people alike. Some of the benefits, for example, have their own special rules. We have abbreviated ‘Blind’ and ‘Partially Sighted’ to ‘B’ and ‘PS’, to indicate who may be able to claim what. You will find these abbreviations in the left hand columns.
· Although we cannot guarantee your entitlement, we recommend that you apply for the appropriate benefit. If you don’t claim you won’t get anything!

· Please note that the following Information is for guidance only, and is not an authoritative statement of law. It is available in Large Print, Braille and on Tape.
	B
	PS
	Disability Discrimination Act
	Gives rights to people with sight problems who have been treated unfairly. Ring RNIB for details on 0845 766 9999.

	B
	PS
	Blind person’s personal income tax allowance
	Available to blind people. Can be transferred to your spouse on request.

	B
	PS
	Disability Living
Allowance (DLA) or
Attendance Allowance
(AA)
	For help with personal care and mobility. DLA must be claimed before your 65th birthday. Those aged 65 and over can claim AA. Contact your local Benefits Agency office, or ring the Benefit Enquiry Line on 0800 882 200.

	B
	PS
	Additional Income Support
	Contact your local Benefits Agency office or ring 0800 882 200 and ask about the additional premiums you could get.

	B
	PS
	Additional Housing
Benefit or Council Tax
Benefit or both
	Contact your local council Housing Benefit or Council Tax Benefit sections and ask about additional premiums.

	B
	PS
	Exemption from ‘non-dependants’ deduction from Income Support, Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit
	Deductions are not made for adults living in your home. Ask for a written breakdown of benefits to check that you are not getting less benefit, or how you could be exempt from the deduction.

	B
	PS
	Council Tax Reduction
	Ask your local council tax section about the reductions for people with disabilities. Contact RNIB Welfare Rights Service for details.

	B
	PS
	Incapacity Benefit
	For people of working age who are incapable of work. Contact your local Benefits Agency office or ring 0800 882 200.


	B
	PS
	Disabled Person’s Tax Credit
	For disabled people on low incomes

Working at least 16 hours per week.

Ring the tax credit helpline on 0845 605 5858

	B
	PS
	Help towards the cost of residential or nursing home fees
	Financial help towards residential or nursing home costs may be available. Contact your local council social services department or ring 0800 882 200.

	B
	PS
	Community care services and assistance from your local council
	You are entitled to an assessment of your need for services such as home help, mobility training, counselling, equipment or home adaptations. Contact your local council social services department.

	B
	PS
	Free NHS sight test
(Also for anyone aged
60 or over)
	Tell the optician about your registration before the sight test.

	B
	PS
	Free NHS prescriptions
	Depends on age and income. Those unable to go out without help may also be eligible. Ask RNIB Welfare Rights Service for details.

	B
	PS
	Low vision aids (such as magnifiers)
	Contact RNIB Eye Health Unit for further information.
Ring 0845 766 9999.

	B
	
	Reduction in television licence fee
	Available to registered blind people.
50% reduction on the standard rate.
Ring the TV licence helpline on
08705 763 763.

	B
	
	Car parking concessions under the Blue Badge Scheme
	The car doesn’t need to be yours. Contact social services. Partially sighted people must show they have problems walking.


	B
	PS
	Special equipment, a reader or assistance at work and help with travel costs
	Can be provided under the Access to Work Scheme. Details from Jobcentres and RNIB Employment Network. Ring 0845 766 9999.

	B
	PS
	Free postage on items marked ‘articles for the blind’
	Only applies to Braille items or Recordings like Talking Books, but not personal tapes and letters.

	B
	PS
	Railcard and other rail travel concessions
	Contact your local railway station or RNIB/GDBA Joint Mobility Unit on 0845 766 9999.

	B
	PS
	Local travel schemes
	Contact your local council for details of travel concessions in your area.

	B
	PS
	Exemption from BT Directory Enquiry charges
	Ring 195 and ask for a PIN number.

	B
	
	Free permanent loan of radios, cassette players and TV sound receivers
	Contact your local council social services department and ask about the ‘British Wireless for the Blind Fund’.

	B
	
	Help with telephone installation charges and line rental
	Contact your local council social services and ask about ‘Telephones for the Blind Fund’.


