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Next Sunday the 11th May is Pentecost. For many reasons  
Pentecost is a very important day in the Church year. Pentecost 
was the old Jewish festival of First fruits, which took place at the 
beginning of the wheat harvest.  It was exactly 50 days after the 
Passover, the time of Jesus’ crucifixion. 
 
A feast day to celebrate the country’s wheat harvest does not 
sound exactly world-changing, but that year, it became one of the 
most important days in world history.  For Pentecost was the day that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit - the day 
the Church was born. 
 
Jesus had told his apostles that something big was going to happen, and that they were to wait for it in 
Jerusalem, instead of returning to Galilee.   Jesus had plans for his apostles – but he knew they could not 
do the work themselves – they would need his help. 
 
And so the apostles and disciples waited in Jerusalem, praying together for several days. And then on 
that fateful morning there was suddenly the sound as of a mighty rushing wind.  Tongues of flame  
flickered on their heads, and they began to praise God in many tongues – to the astonishment of those 
who heard them. The curse of Babel (Genesis 11: 1- 9) was dramatically reversed that morning. 
 
That morning the Holy Spirit came to indwell the apostles and disciples of  Jesus: and the Church was 
born.  The Christians were suddenly full of life and power, utterly different from their former fearful selves.  
The change in them was permanent. 
 
Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian church that morning:  proclaiming Jesus was the  
Messiah.  His boldness in the face of possible death was in marked contrast to the man who had denied 
Jesus 50 days before.   And 3,000 people responded, were converted,  and were baptised.  How’s that 
for fast church growth! 
 
Of course Pentecost was not the first time the Holy Spirit had acted in this world.  All through the Old  
Testament there are accounts of how God’s Spirit guided people and strengthened them.  But now,  
because of Christ’s death and resurrection, he could INDWELL them.   From now on, every Christian 
could have the confidence that Jesus was with them constantly, through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The following Sunday, the 18th May is Trinity Sunday. Trying to explain the doctrine of the Trinity has 
kept many a theologian busy down the centuries.   One helpful picture is to imagine the sun shining in the 
sky.  The sun itself – way out there in space – unapproachable in its fiery majesty – is the Father.  The 
light that flows from it, and which illuminates all our lives, is the Son.  The heat that flows from it, and 
which gives us all the energy to move and grow,  is the Holy Spirit.   You cannot have the sun without its 
light and its heat.  The light and the heat are from the sun, are of the sun, and yet are also distinct in 
themselves, with their own roles to play. 
 
The Bible makes clear that God is One God, who is disclosed in three persons:  Father, Son (Jesus 
Christ) and Holy Spirit.    



PARKING AT ST JOHN’S  
To ensure that people with mobility problems can access the Church  
easily the Vestry have designated the two parking places near the Church 
Door as special parking places. Please leave these spaces clear for  
people with mobility needs. You do not need to be a Blue Badge holder to 

use these places. Other parking places in the Rectory Driveway are free for all.  
When parking on the roadway please keep well clear of neighbours driveways and be careful not to 
park on the pavement. Many members of the congregation use the Grant Park car park and walk to 
the Church from there. Hopefully these arrangements will ensure that everyone has easy access to 
the Church. Please speak to Canon Cliff or any member of the Vestry if you would like to make any 
comment about the parking arrangements. 

For example: 
Deuteronomy 6:4   ‘Hear O Israel, The Lord our God, the Lord is one..’ 
Isaiah  45:22   ‘Turn to me and be saved… for I am God, and there is no other’ 
 
Genesis 1:1-2   ‘In the beginning God created…. And the Spirit of God was hovering…’ 
Judges 14:6 etc    ‘The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power…’ 
 
John 1:1-3   ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made.’ 
 
Luke 24:49  actually manages to squeeze the whole Trinity into one sentence.  Jesus tells his disci-
ples:  ‘I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power (the Holy Spirit) from on high.’ 
 
In other words,  the sun eternally gives off light and heat, and whenever we stand in its brilliant light, 
we find that the warmth soon follows. 

������������

MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE & JOHN - Have you ever 
spotted the four evangelists in St John’s?  Their symbols are often 
carved at the ends of pews, the backs of great doors, or in stone as 
decoration on walls, ceilings or around fonts. They appear twice at St 
John’s but not in any of the aforementioned. 
 
The four symbols you are looking for are a lion, a human or an angel, an 
ox and an eagle.  So, why are these used and which is which? 
 
There are a number of theories why each of these symbols is used, but they all generally agree on 
which symbol represents which writer:  the lion represents Mark, the ox Luke, the man is Matthew 
and the eagle is attributed to John. 
 
The symbols fit with two places in the Bible that talk about such creatures;  Ezekiel (Ezekiel 1:10) had 
a vision of four living creatures and so did John (Revelation 4: 6,7): 'In the centre, around the throne, 
were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and behind. The first living crea-
ture was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a 
flying eagle.'  (NIV text) 
 
One theory suggests that the symbols are related to the life of Christ, it claims that the man symbol-
ises the Nativity, the lion shows his royalty and majesty, the ox, as a sacrificial animal represents his 
sacrifice on the cross, and the eagle his ascending to Heaven. 
 
A more common idea is that each symbol crystallises the essential message of each gospel. 



Scottish Episcopal Church Mission Association - Spring Meeting report   1st April 2008 
 
After the provincial reports and buffet lunch the Guest Speaker Alaine McDonald spoke about her re-
cent visit to the Holy Land. 

 
The party of 43 pilgrims set off from Heathrow on 
Sunday 27th January and landed at Ben   
Gurion, Tel Aviv.  They travelled everywhere by 
coach staying the first two nights at Tiberius on the 
Sea of Galilee. After settling in they drove to the sum-
mit of Mount Tabor- Mount of Transfiguration, vener-
ated as the place of Jesus` Transfiguration before 
Peter, James and John.  Here they celebrated 
Eucharist.  At Yardenit they had the chance to renew 
their Baptismal vows on the banks of the River Jor-
dan.  Due to the cold weather they chose not to be 
immersed in the river! 
 
 

THE WALL AT BETHLEHEM  
 
On Monday morning they drove to the Golan Heights in fog.  At the foot of Mount Hermon they visited 
Banius Springs, (Caesarea Philppi), a source of the River Jordan, where Peter made his great profes-
sion of faith in Jesus and where Jesus admitted to the Disciples that he was The Messiah.  Cana, site 
of ” The First Miracle” where Jesus changed the water into wine at the Wedding Feast, was their next 
stop.  Then on to The Church of The Annunciation in Nazareth.  Here they visited Joseph's house and 
The Synagogue-Church. 
 
On Tuesday they visited The Mount of The Beatitudes where they held a Eucharist Service in the 
Church overlooking the Sea of Galilee.  Then along the lakeside to the Church of the Multiplication of 
the Loaves and Fishes.  At Capernaum they saw Peters house and a partially rebuilt 4th century syna-
gogue and an earlier synagogue dating back to the time of Jesus.  The day finished with a boat trip on 
Galilee.  That evening they drove to Jerusalem.  The archaeological sites are in two areas.  The main 
site comprises the Roman-Byzantine city, and the archaeological mound.  The other site focuses on 
the ruined Roman amphitheatre, a short way to the south , which was used for gladiatorial contests. 
Jerusalem is Israel's largest city, but less populous than Tel Aviv.  Out of a population of 600,000 peo-
ple there are 425,000 Jews, 150,000 Muslims and 15,000 Christians. At the core of Jerusalem is the 
walled Old City, standing 800m (2,600 ft) above sea level.  The city limits extend almost to the Pales-
tinian towns of Ramallah in the north and Bethlehem to the south. 
 
On Wednesday they awoke to a thick covering of snow.  They drove to Bethlehem passing through 
two check points in “The Wall”.  The border between Israel and the West Bank is 350km, but the wall 
is 670km because it takes chunks out of the West Bank.  They visited The Field of the Shepherds. In 
The Church of The Nativity a silver star is set in the floor over the spot where Jesus is said to have 
been born. 
 
On Thursday they visited The Western Wall, the last remnant of the perimeter wall surrounding the 
Second Temple (The Wailing Wall).  They were not permitted to visit The Temple Mount which is 
rarely open to non Muslims. They visited Paternoster Church at the top of the Mount of Olives.  The 19 
century  Church and its cloister are famous for the tiled panels inscribed with the Lord's Prayer in more 
than 60 languages.  At the bottom, The Church of All Nations (built 1919-1924) stands next to Geth-
semane (Garden of Olives). They visited The Garden Tomb later found to date back to the 9th-7th cen-
tury BC. 
 
On Friday The Upper Room was closed, but they visited King David's Tomb on Mount Zion then the  



BISHOP MARK 
 
Dear All, 
 
Please continue to pray for Zimbabwe and Burundi 
 
Notices 
 
On Saturday 31st May there will be a diocesan day of 
prayer for the Lambeth Conference. There will be four 
venues across the Diocese at which a prayer vigil will 
be called.  There will be prayers for the Anglican  
Communion, when each Province and Diocese will be 
prayed for by name. This will be concluded by a cele-
bration of the Eucharist and Renewal of Baptismal 
Promises. Full details of venues and times will be  
issued next week. 
 
I am also asking for your help, Jane and myself will be 
attending the Lambeth Conference and I would like to 
have an opportunity to hear from the diocese on the is-
sues facing the Anglican Communion at this time and at 
the conference. I am inviting you all to send me letters 
or E mails with your thoughts, prayers and hopes. I will 

read all of these and consider the place we believe we are at this time. These communications will not 
be replied to but will be offered in prayer during the day of prayers (please remember that what you 
write will be offered to God, not simply read by the Bishop). 
 
Those who requested a copy of the address given at the service in St John's, Inverness relating to 
Culloden and our church can find it on the news pages of the Web Site.  
 
Blessings 
 
+Mark 

Church of St. Peter in Gallicantu, where Peter denied Jesus three times.  As they drove from Jerusa-
lem to Jericho they saw a Bedouin village in the Judean desert.  Near the centre of Jerico they saw 
the sycamore tree which Zacchaeus was said to have climbed in order to see Jesus.  
  
Then on to Qumran.  From 150 BC to AD68 this remote site was the home of a radically ascetic and 
reclusive community, often identified with the Essens. In 1947 jars were found containing a precious  
hoard of 190 linen-wrapped scrolls that, thanks to the hot, dry desert climate, had been preserved 
for 2,000 years.  They swam in the Dead Sea, 47 x 10 miles wide and 1,278 feet deep. 
 
On Saturday they visited the home of St. Anne where Mary was born and the Pool of Bethesda.  
They followed the 14 Stations of the Cross and visited the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  
Early  
 
Sunday they flew home from Tel Aviv. 
Alaine was greatly saddened by the immense height of the wall that has been built round the Pales-
tinian Territories. We need to pray for reconciliation. 
 

ANN PHILP (St John’s SECMA Representative) 
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TRAIDCRAFT STALL  – Sunday 4th May in the Church Hall follow-
ing the 10.00 am Eucharist. 
 
BLUE BELL TEA – Saturday 10th May at Burgie 2 – 6 pm. 
 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP – starting Wednesday May 14th at 10.30 am 
in the Church. All welcome. For more details contact Margaret  
Cooper 674339. 
 
CHARITY GIVING – the Vestry has allocated £1200 for the purposes of making six £200 grants to 
charity, three local and three further a field. Nominations are invited from the congregation to be con-
sidered at the Vestry Meeting of 30th May. Please pass your nominations giving full contact details 
and information about your preferred charity to the Vestry Secretary Kirsteen Mitcalfe. Please speak 
to the Treasurer Julian Rudd if you would like to make a financial donation to St John’s Charity Fund. 
 
GLEN 08 The forms for this year Glenalmond Youth Event are on the Provincial Website. Please re-
member there are bursaries to help with costs. 
 
MOVING MOUNTAINS  
Christian drop-in  at No 1 Leask Road. Tuesdays 10 am-12 pm & Fridays 2-4 pm. 
 
Pentecost Picnic  Grant Park Sunday 11th May 2-4 pm. 
  
Prayer for the Community  every 1st Friday of the month 7.30 pm at No 1 Leask Road. We would 
love others to get involved in the organisation of the first two events, those interested contact Chris-
tine Gibbs 01309 676455 
 
VESTRY MEETING – Friday 30th May at 3:00 pm in the Parish Room. 
 
NAIRNSHIRE CHALLENGE  - At the end of May Anne Docherty (fresh from her impressive run in the 
London Marathon) and John Horrocks will be undertaking the Nairnshire Challenge - a 31 mile ex-
travaganza comprising 13 miles of cross-country running plus 18 miles of cycling.  This annual event 
is a major fundraiser for predominantly local charities in the Moray, Nairn and Inverness areas; if you 
feel you would like to sponsor Anne and/or John, please contact them directly - they will be very 
grateful for your support'. 
 
GARDEN OPENING - Milton Brodie June 1st  
 
BURGIE HORSE TRIALS - from June 12th - 15th.  Please book the date to help with the car park. 
 
CAR BOOT SALE - July 20th at Kinloss. 
 
FLOWER FESTIVAL & DISPLAY OF CHRISTENING ROBES and gifts like mugs and quaichs in the 
Church  September 19th - 21st .  If possible to have a brief organ recital with a cup of tea provided on 
both Saturday and Sunday around 4 pm.   
 
HARVEST SUPPER - Harvest Supper with a quiz evening on October 11th.   
 
EVENSONG - Musick Fyne are to do a Historical Evensong in St John's on November 9th in aid of the 
Chernobyl Children.  
 
COFFEE MORNING - November 15th in the Town Hall. 
 



READERS ROTA 
DATE READER OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT GOSPEL 

4th May  
The Seventh  
Sunday of Easter 

Eric King Acts 1.6-14 1 Peter 4.12-14;5.6-11 John 17.1-11 

11th May  
Pentecost 

Kirsteen Mitcalfe Acts 2.1-21  1 Corinthians 12.3b-13  John 20.19-23 or 
John 7.37-39 

18th May 
Trinity Sunday 

Gareth Whymant Isaiah 40: 12-17, 27-31 2 Corinthians 13: 11-13 Matthew 28: 16-20 

25th May 
First after Trinity 

Sarah Akehurst Leviticus 19: 1-2, 9-18 1 Corinthians 3: 10-11, 16-
23 

Matthew 5: 38-48 

1st June 
Second after Trinity 

Ann Docherty Deuteronomy 11: 18-21, 
26-28 

Romans 1: 16-17, 3: 22-31 Matthew 7: 21-29 

8th June 
Third after Trinity 

Derek Bedford Hosea 5: 15– 6: 6 Romans 4: 13-25 Matthew 9: 9-13, 
18-26 

15th June 
Fourth after Trinity 

Gill Horrocks Exodus 19: 2-8 Romans 5: 1-8 Matthew 9: 35 - 10: 
8 (9-23) 

22nd June 
Fifth after Trinity 

Naomi Zair Jeremiah 20: 7-13  Romans 6: 1-11 Matthew 10: 24-39 

29th June 
Sixth after Trinity 
(Peter & Paul, Apostles) 

Barbara King Jeremiah 28: 5-9  
 
(Acts 12: 1-11) 

Romans 6: 12-23 
 
(Timothy 4: 6-8, 17-18)  

Matthew 10: 40-42 
 
Matthew 16: 13-19 

6th July 
Seventh after  
Trinity 

Ron Philp Zechariah 9: 9-12 Romans 7: 15-25 Matthew 11: 16-19, 
25-30 

13th July 
Eighth after Trinity 

Wiz Latham Isaiah 55: 10-13 Romans 8: 1-11 Matthew 13: 1-9, 
18-23 

20th July 
Ninth after Trinity 

Sheila Biggs Isaiah 44: 6-8 Romans 8: 12-25 Matthew 13: 24-30, 
36-43 

Thanks to everyone who has made a contribution to this months magazine. Contributions for the June  
edition by May 25th either by e mail (preferred) or type written. Pictures are welcome.  

The Reverend Canon Clifford J Piper 
The Rectory, Victoria Road, Forres, IV36 3BN 

Phone: 01309 672856 Mobile: 07895 105104 Email cliffpiper@tiscali.co.uk   Fax: 0871 2422221 
St John’s website: http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/stjohnsforres/index.htm 

Diocesan website: www.moray.anglican.org 
Provincial website: www.scotland.anglican.org 

 
The Church of Saint John the Evangelist, Forres, is a charity registered with OSCR, number SC010346  

This edition of the Eagle is available in full colour on-line in PDF format.  
(DIRECT LINK) http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/stjohnsforres/eagle.pdf 


