A CABRACH DIARY
1836-1887
by

John Taylor of Boghead

“There has come into our hands an old leather-bound book that was used as a diary by John Taylor, Boghead1 , Cabrach. It contains not a few items of both local and general interest, but as a diary it has its limitations for the entries as a rule are brief and the period that is covered is not prolonged. On an early page it contains an extract from the Session Book of the Cabrach of the baptism of the diarist—

“11 February 1808. William Taylor in Boghead had a son by his wife Helen Moir2 baptised, name John. Witnesses James Taylor in Kirktown and Alexander Watt3 in Coldstripe4”

The extract was taken from the register of baptisms for the Cabrach in 1837, William Ronald being then session clerk. There follows a little bit of the family history.

“My grandfather John Taylor was born at Invercharroch5 in the year 1725. That year the new Castle of Balvenie6 as built and Bogbuie was planted. The Duke of Gordon gave a present of wood to furnish the castle from Glenmore, also natural plants from thence to plant Bogduie. His Grace also gave what stones they pleased to take from the Castle of Auchindoun, hence the demolishing of that stronghold of its ornament of freestone. My grandfather left Invercharroch and came to the Milton of Lesmurdie7. He was there before Culloden. My father William Taylor was born at Milton in the year 1763. His father and family left the Milton and removed to Boghead about 1766. I may mention that Invercharroch originally formed a part of the estate of Lesmurdie and at one time it extended as far west as Auchniestank in Glenrinnes.” The note goes on to mention that the first Presbyterian church minister at the Cabrach after the Revolution was deposed on account of such a charge being brought against him as is numerously represented in the Kirk Session records of Scotland, but that it is a matter into which it is unnecessary to enter.
 Some considerable part of the diary is occupied with a daily account of the weather, beginning in June 1835 and ending in June 1838. Along with a description of the weather given in detail by day there is given the daily reading of the barometer and the direction of the wind. AS an example of Cabrach weather we will quote what is put on record concerning January 1838, which seems to have been just an average winter month –
1
Fair, calm, clear, pleasant.

2
Fair, cloudy, warm, pleasant.

3
Pleasant fresh weather

4 
Fair day, calm, pleasant.

5 
Fair, very fine, calm, dark.

6 
Fair, cloudy, warm, pleasant.

7 
Calm, mild, pleasant.

8 
Cold, frosty, showers of hail.

9 
Cold, heavy showers of snow.

10 
Hard frost, showers of snow.

11
Tremendous frost, showers of snow.

12
Very frosty, snow upon the ground.

13
Very frosty.

14
Very hard frost, very cold.

15
Very frosty, snowy.

16
Very hard frost.

17
Tremendous hard frost, rivers frozen.

18
Falling snow, hard frost.

19
Heavy fall of snow.

20
Heavy fall of snow.

21
Tremendous drift, falling snow.

22
Soft sleet, thick fog, very dark.

23
Very hard frost.

24
Tremendous hard frost.

25
Showers of snow throughout day.

26
Falling snow, tremendous drift.
27
Heavy fall of snow.

28
Falling snow, some drift.

29
Falling snow, some drift, cold wind.

30

Do.   , some drift, dark, fog.

31

Do.
do.
do. 

Such was the weather in the Cabrach in January 1838, and the opening day of February has it “Falling snow, tremendous drift”, a remark that is repeated half a dozen times in the course of the month.

 On one page of the book there is given a list of the sermon texts from the first Sunday of May to the second Sunday of December, 1836, both at the Oldtown Chapel and at the Kirk of the Cabrach. At the former the worshipping denomination is entered sometimes as Independent, and sometimes as Secession, and the services were held at different places, entered as the Chapel, Aldunie8, Bridgend9 and Balcherie10. On the fourth Sunday of May the name of the preacher at Aldunie is given as Murker, no doubt Rev John Murker, who had become minister of the Congregational Church in Banff in 1833 and who made yearly visits to the Cabrach on religious work. The minister at the parish church was James Gordon, who, previously master of the mathematical school, Aberdeen, had the pastoral charge of the Cabrach from 1827 till his death in 1849.
Notes:

1. Boghead is situated in the Lower Cabrach (the northern, traditionally Banffshire, part of the parish) on the (north) west bank of the River Deveron, with Mains of Lesmurdy to the south and Drywells to the north.

2. Helen Moir 1785-1863, b at Whitehillock, Cabrach to Walter Moir and Helen Clark. She had three sons and three daughters born at Boghead, John being the oldest child.

3. Alexander Watt, probably the son of James Watt and Jean Taylor b. 1767.

4. Coldstripe, latterly called Badymulloch.
5. Invercharrach, or Crofthead of Invercharrach, or Crofthead – at the confluence of the Deverom and Burn Treble.

6. Balveny Castle, in Dufftown, Mortlach

7. Milton of Lesmurdie a little to the south of Mains of Lesmurdy, on the Deveron.
8. Aldunie, a mile to the west of Kirktown in Upper Cabrach.
9. Bridgend, at the bridge over the Burn Treble, in Lower Cabrach.

10. Belcherie, at he northeast limit of Cabrach, near Glass parish, on the west bank of the Deveron.

A Fateful Tomintoul Market.

 The diary proper starts in May 1836, but a note appears also on the year 1826 which states that –

“This was the hottest and driest summer I recollect. The crop was miserably short and in many cases it had to be gathered with the rake. There was general harvest at Glass market. There was new oatcakes in that market. The oats grew on the Haughs of Rothes, and M. Stephen, baker, Rothes, had them in his tent at this market. During the summer in dry districts cattle were hard up for water, driving them in many cases four and six miles to water. The rivers were remarkably low and people in many places in the Cabrach crossed the Deveron dry shod. Winter set in at Martinmas1. On the day of the Tomintoul feeing market there was one of the greatest falls of snow and drift on record inasmuch as no less than seven individuals perished going home from the market. The drift continued three days and was so tempestuous that it was difficult to serve the cattle with straw in the byres2. Almost the whole of the sheep in the parish were smothered below the heavy wreaths. Thousands lay below until the snow melted away in summer when cart loads of their carcasses and bones lay in heaps in hollows among the mountains.”
 “The weather previous was remarkably mild. The night before the storm broke was one of the darkest the writer of this note ever observed. The snow came on very abruptly and unexpectedly at 8a.m. and came in the largest flags I ever observed. By noon the wind had risen to a tremendous tempest. The snow lay on during the whole winter. As a specimen of its durance I may mention that people going to the church at Cabrach crossed the river Rouster at the king’s Ford upon the same path for sixteen successive Sabbaths, and at the Glacks of Balloch3 the people collected near the end of the month of April and pulled large quantities of heather and covered the snow in the pass to the extent of 200 yards so as it beared horses and carts to pass over the top of the cairn with small loads of straw for the Cabrach, cattle being in a state of destitution.
 “To state the famine for fodder I may mention that in some quarters whins were letting at £10 per acre. The following crop, 1827, was a tolerably good one, but in the upper district  it was almost lost. There broke out in the month of September a spate of rain and it continued six weeks until the whole of the grain was green braird4 in so much that if you pulled hold of one of the sheaves the whole of the stook moved with you.”
Notes:

1. Martinmas, 11th November. Traditionally the day for paying of rents, also of feeing markets when labourers would be hired.

2. Byre. Cattle shed.

3. Glacks of Balloch on the northern boundary of Cabrach with Mortlach.

4. Braird. Germinated, sprouting.
 We proceed with extracts from the succeeding part of the diary which has an interval from 1836 to 1887.

1836

May 24. George Duncan1, son of John Duncan, Drywell, went off in purpose of emigrating for North America, accompanied by the widow2 and family of the deceased William Gordon, farmer in Auchmair. Embarked on board the ship Shakespeare of Aberdeen and sailed from said port on the 28th ult. for Upper Canada.
The Duke of Gordon.

June 1. This day being at Huntly with carts, tidings arrived per the Royal Mail coach from the south that the Duke of Gordon died Saturday morning at Belgrave Square, London.

June 3. Died this evening John Rattray, son of the deceased Thomas Rattray, once crofter, Greenloan.

June 4. This day Mr. Miller, Excise Officer, Tomnaven, was relieved from his charge by a Mr. McNaughton from Elgin, the said Mr Miller being ordered to Ireland. I attended a public sale of his effects this evening. This same day went in search of Alexander McIntosh, a boy aged ten years, who lost his way the previous evening while following a few sheep in the hill of Beldornie, belonging to J. Simpson, Belcherie. The night being very warm, with a thick fog, he wandered in the mountains the whole night and reached a house early in the morning at Corsemaul, in the parish of Mortlach.

June 6. This day went to the moss to cast peats – six spades in the Greenburn banks.

June 7. Attended the market, Huntly. The sale of black cattle very bad. Owing to the dryness of the season made a scarcity of grass. No demand for horses and few appeared. Oats 22s per quarter, bear3 from 25s to 28s.
June 10. The remains of his Grace the Duke of Gordon arrived on the 6th inst. At Gordon Castle from London, conveyed by sea on board his Majesty’s ship Firebrand, was landed at Portgordon accompanied by a number of lords and gentlemen and a party of the Royal Foot Guards of which he was Colonel. He was interred in the family vault at Elgin upon the 10th curt.

Two Cabrach Weddings

June 12. This day the bands of marriage was proclaimed in the Parish Church of Cabrach between John Duncan, Jun, Drywells and Mary Forbes, Kennethmont, a native of the parish of Cairnie. A period of 13 months has elapsed since the last proclamation took place in the Church of Cabrach.

June 19. Commenced driving home peats, which is now general throughout the county.

June 22. This morning the tops of hills of Blackwater are white with snow. Died the same day General William Stewart of Lesmurdie. He dropt down of apoplexy while standing in his own room at Elgin. I attended his funeral upon the 27th. He was interred in the family tomb, Cathedral Churchyard, Elgin.
July 2. Married at Cuttlehill, parish of Cairnie, John Duncan4, jun, Drywells, Cabrach to Miss Mary Forbes5. Attended the marriage. There was about 20 persons present. The bride was conveyed home to Drywells in a gig accompanied by about 15 persons upon horseback which was met by about 70 individuals who had assembled at Drywells to welcome her home.

July 6. The bear is beginning to shoot upon the farm of Boghead.

July 10. This day the bands of marriage was proclaimed in the Parish Church of Cabrach between James Robertson6, Jun, Tomnaven and his cousin Miss Margaret Taylor7, Mains of Lesmurdie. Same day the bands of marriage was proclaimed at Rhynie Church between Mr Rose, Excise Officer, and Miss Smith, daughter of the deceased James Smith, farmer and distiller, Blackmiddens, parish of Rhynie.
July 12. The disputable ground at the moors of Balloch between the Duke of Gordon and Captain Stewart of Lesmurdie was settled, MacPherson Grant of Ballindalloch acting as arbiter. Large march stone are set up with the initials G and L engraved upon the tops.

July 21. Married at Mains of Lesmurdy by the Rev. James Gordon, minister at Cabrach, James Robertson, Jun, Tomnaven, to Miss Margaret Taylor daughter of the deceased James Taylor, farmer and distiller at Mains of Lesmurdie. Attended the wedding. There was upwards of 150 when convened at Tomnaven and 130 sat dinner at one table in the malt barn. There was music and dancing throughout the night.

July 27. Attended Glass market. The sale of cattle was very limited and the demand dull, there being few buyers present, only one cattle dealer from the south of the Grampian hills.

August 5. Commenced cutting hay crop upon the bankie of Boghead. Very light.
A Mortlach Settlement

August 18. This day attended at the Mortlach church. There a call was moderated for the Rev James Cruickshank, son of the Rev. John Cruickshank, minister of Glass. The Rev. Mr Walker of Huntly preached and presided upon the occasion. After the minutes of the former meeting of the Presbytery were read, Mr Duncan, advocate from Aberdeen, gave notice that he had appeared as counsel for the Dissents. Mr Mill appeared for the claimant or presentee. A great discussion took place between the counsel of the Dissents and the Moderator with regard to the form of procedure. Mr Duncan moved that the subscribing of the call and the lodging of dissents should be proceeded with immediately, the Rev. Messrs Leith, Rothiemay and Duff, Grange, acquiescing with the same. The moderator, Mr Mill, together with the other members of the Presbytery, moved that the call should be first subscribed. Mr Mill’s motion was carried. They commenced signing which occupied the Court for upwards of two hours, the number of signatures being 127. The dissents occupied upwards of six hours, amounting to 154. The court having sat ten hours, Mr Duncan requested the Moderator to adjourn till tomorrow to meet at 10 o’clock. Mr Mill moved the Moderator to proceed n delivering the call to the presentee. A great discussion then arose among members of Presbytery. Mr Leith moved the adjournment. Mr Duff seconded the motion. Mr Allardyce, Rhynie, moved that they proceed, seconded by the Rev. Mr Mason, Botriphnie, which was carried by a considerable majority. The Moderator claimed a majority in favour of the presentee on the communion roll according to the Veto Act and proceeded accordingly in presenting the call, Messrs Leith and Duff dissenting from the same and Mr Duncan protested against the same. Mr Duncan also entered protests against the signatures of the members that communicate at the Church of Glass, also against the proceedings of the Presbytery in as much as they did not sustain the dissents of the sick subscribed with their own hand before witnesses. The Presbytery dismissed at a quarter past ten o’clock to meet at Huntly upon Tuesday week, the call being put into the presentee’s which he accepted there.
August 30. The Presbytery of Strathbogie met this day at Keith when John Grant, Esq., solicitor there, appeared for Mr Duncan, and lodged special objections against the settlement of the Rev. J.A.Cruickshank to the Church of Mortlach and appealed to the Synod of Murray.
August 24. This day stacked the hay upon the farm of Boghead.

September 12. Commenced shearing the bear upon the long lands at Easterton..

September 21. Cutting bear is now general throughout the country.

September 29. Married at the Ardwell by the Rev. J.Gordon, John McConnachie8 to Miss Ann Gow9, eldest daughter of the deceased Alexander Gow, who died ten years ago. There were great mildews about the 16th of this month which blighted the crops in the low ground, especially the bear. The Upper Cabrach has suffered severely.

Oct 6. Finished cutting the bear this day. Commenced to cut oats upon the field beside the ash trees.

Oct 15. Finished the leading the bear this day.

October 27. This day brought a great change of weather. Snow has fallen to a great depth. About one-fourth of the crops in this parish is yet unsecured. A considerable part is uncut and is now covered over by the snow. In the Upper Cabrach some of the farmers have not commenced even at this late season. The ground was covered over for seven days.
November 1. A new school and schoolhouse is finished at Kirktown, Cabrach.

November 5. Another falloff snow this day. Continues upon the ground for about a week. Still a considerable quantity of the crops is unsecured.

November 12. Finished the cutting of the crop this day.

November 21. The last of the crop to be stacked this morning.

December 1. Died at Bank, James Gordon, aged 83 years.

December 29. A gentleman upon the coach travelling through the town of Dumfries upon the 17th of this month heard the bellman crying that harvest hooks are wanted for to work upon a farm in the neighbourhood, 12sh per week and victuals offered.

Notes 1836:
1. George Duncan, the son of John Duncan and Isobel Moir. Settled in Woodhouse Township, Ontario where he died in 1859. Married in Ancaster, Ontario to Ann Shand from Kirktown, Mortlach who also embarked on the Shakespeare.
2. Widow of William Gordon – probably Jean Piper. Her husband died in 1829, they had 8 children at Auchmair.

3. Bear. Barley.

4. John Duncan (1800-1879) the son of John Duncan and Isobel Moir. Spent most of his life at Drywells, and died there.

5. Mary Forbes (1806-1865) the daughter of John Forbes and Mary Ingram. Died at Drywells.

6. James Robertson (1798-1871) the son of William Robertson and Jean Taylor. Farmer at Tomnaven, where he died.

7. Margaret Taylor (1810-1896) the daughter of James Taylor and Margaret Forbes.

8. John McConachie (1809-1860) the son of John McConnachie and Margaret Cameron. Became farmer at Broomknows, Cabrach, and died there.

9. The Cabrach OPR has John McConachie marrying Ann SMITH on 29th Sept. This was the daughter of Alexander Smith and Isobel Kellas. Death certificate 1872 confirms this.
1837

--- 28. Died at Aldunie, Upper Cabrach, Margaret Gordon spouse of Peter Sivwright. She was interred at Cabrach. Attended the funeral. Snow very deep.

A Great Snowstorm

April 3 and 4. These days have been remarkable for a fall of snow. It is now reached to an extraordinary depth. The sky is dark, calm and hazy. The frost is intense and the scarcity of fodder is alarming, it being almost exhausted. The famine is general. The ewes are lambing and the lambs are immediately frozen to death.
April 6. The sow fell three feet deep this day upon the pier of Banff.

April 11. This day has been remarkable for cold. The wind is easterly. The frost is severe. Snow is falling during the day and it is very deep.

April 17. The snow is still falling. The frost is most intense. There is an extraordinary depth in the hills. It is more weighty near Banff, Marnoch, Rothiemay and Grange than at Cabrach. The provender for cattle is almost exhausted. Scarcely a stack of fodder is to be seen in the Cabrach. The cattle have been upon allowance for months and are now very lean. The times are most alarming.

April 19. John MacNaughton, Officer of Excise at Tomnaven, was relieved by a MacPhadden from Banff, who takes charge for the first time.

April 20. This day has brought a change of weather. The wind is shifted to the south, it is now fresh, and the snow is dissolving fast. Ploughing is commenced in this part of the parish except upon the fields of Newton, Pyke, Tombally and Coldstripe which are completely covered over with snow. There is not the appearance of a black spot in the district of Badchier. The deer in the forests of Blackwater and Glenfiddich are dying for want of food. This is the day of Dufftown market. James Robertson, sen., Tomnaven, commenced sowing bear this day upon the Craigies.
April 21. This evening the moon is eclipsed but he night was very dark and being a close mist it was not seen in this part of the country.

May 9. Died at Nether Ardwell, Ann1, eldest daughter of James Watt, farmer, aged 21. She was interred at Wallakirk upon the 11th.

May 13. Attended a roup at Invercharroch belonging to Margaret Forbes. I purchased a chest of drawers at £4 17s 6d.

May 14. James Cruickshank was ordained minister of Mortlach this day. An edict was served before the Synod of Murray. No objections were lodged.

May 16. This day commenced putting out dung for turnips upon the field at the back of the ash trees.
May 17. Died at Nether Ardwell, James Watt2, farmer. The whole of the family are dangerously ill. He has left a widow and 12 children to lament their loss.

May 22. Mr Elric, a probationer from the Independents, has been preaching at Oldtown Chapel since the commencement of the present month. There has been no sermon there since the month of November.

May 27. William Scott3, son of Alexander Scott, farmer, Hillock, has taken a lease of the farm of Achlochrach of Glenrinnes. He has gone to possession of the same this day. The farms of Waterside, Back of Hill, Wrightliston and Aurgaulie were let upon the 25th for a lease of eleven years by the widow of Major Grant of Beldornie, her son being a minor of three years. Same day Lewis Clerk, blacksmith, removed from Balchery to Loanhead to work. The trade was carried on at the former place for upwards of 50 years.

June 5. Sowed turnips upon the field at the back of the ash trees, also upon the 6th.
June 7. Died at Nether Ardwell, Christian Dawson, daughter of John Dawson who was lost in the hills of the Ardwell about ten years ago. She died of fever.

June 8. Died at Aurgaulie, Glass, John Watt, merchant and farmer. He was a brother of James who died at Nether Ardwell upon the 17th of last month and uncle to Ann, who died upon the 5th. Christian Dawson died also of the same fever. There are eight persons in the town of Nether Ardwell at present dangerously ill. The fever is very contagious and medical men are at a loss to know how to treat with it. It affects the brain very much and causes derangement, with the loss of different of the faculties. John Watt was an unmarried man aged about 50 years. He has left considerable property, viz. the farm movables and money. He has one brother, William and four sisters alive. The weather has had no precedent for cold in the month of June. The grass has scarcely begun to sprout. The cattle and horses are in starvation. The manufactories are at a stand. In Paisley there are upwards of 10,000 hands unemployed.
June 15. Died at Crofthead, Margaret Souter4, mother of James Kellas, merchant there. She was interred at Cabrach. Attended the funeral.

June 16. Casting under-turfs upon the moors.

June 18. An edict was served at the church this day for James Robertson, as heir and representative of his father William, who died in 1832.

June 22. Casting peats in the Green Burn bank, five spades.

June 23. There is a planner upon the estate of Beldornie drawing a map and setting marches.
Queen Victoria succeeds.

June 26. His Majesty Wm the 4, king of Great Britain, died upon the 20th at Windsor Palace of water in the chest. He is succeeded by Alendrina Victoria, daughter of the Duke of Kent.

June 30. Died at upper Tomnaven, Janet Christie, spouse of James Middleton. She was confined for seven years in bed. Commence driving peats this day.

July 3. Commenced hoeing turnips this day.

July 6. The weather has been remarkably fine for several weeks past. The accounts of the crops from all quarters are very flattering. No hay or grass yet cut in this place. The horses have had no supper for this month past. There is not a sheaf of straw nor a stone of hay in the parish except a small stack of straw at the Kirkton belonging to John Cockburn. Grain is very high in price – oats 28/- per quarter, meal 27/- per boll 9 stones.
July 13. The bear is beginning to shoot.

July 16. The oats are beginning to shoot upon the Bogfold. Attended a public roup at Aurgaulie belonging to the heirs of John Watt.
July 17. Set up the potatoes upon Boghead this day.

July 18. The foundation stone of the south wing of the farm house of Boghead was laid by Alex. Henderson.

July 19. This day has been remarkable for thunder and lightning during the whole day. At 11 o’clock the inhabitants of this district were annoyed by a tremendous noise in the air like the rushing of water or the rolling of the waves of the sea. It increased for the space of ten minutes, when their attention was attracted by a singular phenomenon which appeared in the air. It was like a serpent in form, stretching forth in a south-east direction, about a mile in length. It resembled the smoke of a steam engine, being stationary in body, but a strong current of matter was visible running in its internal parts. It had a twisted-like appearance, having a head like a snake. It continued in sight for about ten minutes, when in a moment it twisted itself into a knot in the middle and broke in two. A faint pale of clear light was seen at the moment it disappeared.
A General Election

July 26. The Queen has dissolved the British Parliament in person. There is a tremendous canvass in Banffshire between Capt. Ferguson Pitfour, the late candidate, and Mr Duff, nephew of Lord Fife, for the Liberal interest.

July 31. Tidings have arrived that the nomination of a candidate for Aberdeen county took place this day. Capt. Gordon, the former member, the only candidate, on appearing at the Cross, upon hearing the writ read, was taken by surprise when Burnet of Leys was proposed in opposition. It has created a great stir in the country, the Whigs having every district canvassed before the hour of sunset. Accounts of the thunderstorm of the 19th from all quarters of the kingdom – It has been remarkably severe, numbers of human beings have perished by the lightning, also horses, cattle, &c.
August 8. Attended the Banffshire election at Keith. Mr Duff carried the county by a majority of 78.

August 22. Stacked the hay.

September 14. Commenced cutting the bear on Braes, Eastertown. Finished them upon the 18th. Stacked them on 21st.

October 15. Attended Mr Duff, M.P.’s ball, Fife-Keith.

Notes 1837:

1. Ann Watt (1815-1837), daughter of James Watt and Margaret Kellas

2. James Watt (1783-1837), son of William Watt and Anna Watson, husband of  Margaret Kellas.
3. William Scott (b1812), son of Alexander Scott and Jean Forbes.

4. Margaret Souter widow of Alexander Kellas
1838
January 1. Eighteen hundred and thirty seven is gone, a year unprecedented for a bad stormy spring and an abundant harvest. The snow did not break up until the 20th of April and we did not enjoy a fresh warm day until the 9th or 10th June. The summer in general was cold but the autumn was extraordinary fine – scarcely a cold day or a shower until the last day of the year. Grain was very high in price during the spring and the whole of summer. Fodder and grass for cattle a complete famine in the early part of the year. Hay was a very bad crop but excellent in quality. Cattle sold off in the end of the year considerably well, but small prices. Small stock were greatest in request and most profit to the dealers.
January 8. This day has brought a change of weather – snow and frost.

January 16. The Imperial Parliament was opened at London by the Queen in person.

January 17. The rivers are frozen and people, horses and carts walking upon the ice.

Lost in Cabrach Hills.

February 5. This day went out in search of James Ramsay, who was amissing since the 16th of January. He was at a roup belonging to Alex Bain, merchant, Poyneed. He was supposed to have perished by reason of the intense frost. The greater part of the men of the parish met at Auchmair, at least upwards of 200, and after a fruitless search of six hours returned without finding him. As much snow had fallen since he was lost he was not missed for about 14 days. He was a native of the parish of Mortlach but had generally resided in this neighbourhood this 20 years engaged in farm service during the winter and driving cattle in summer.
February 12. The snow is tremendous deep and there is tremendous hard frost.

February 19. Died at Newton, Margaret Bremner, spouse of James Horn1, farmer there. She was interred at Wallakirk. The burial crossed upon the ice and numbers of the people failed coming home, the snow was so deep and the frost was so intense. The funeral of Wm Stephen, tailor in Chapelhill, Glass, was in the churchyard when we arrived there.

February 22. The spring well in the close of Boghead is gone dry at present, a thing unprecedented at this time of year. It did not go dry last summer.

February 27. The 25th, 26th and 27th of this month have been remarkable for a tremendous fall of snow and hard drift. Wreaths of immense magnitude are now to be met everywhere – houses blown over, valleys full, the cattle suffering for water, sheep dying of hunger, people perishing among the snow among which are two men in the Longhill of Huntly, one of the name of Morrison and that of Muirden, both in one night.
March 1. Died at Tornychilt, Hugh Kellas2, ground officer to his Grace the Duke of Richmond. He was aged about 80 years. He died very suddenly. 

March 6. Accounts from all quarters of a dreadful deep snow. The toll bars are thrown open. No carts or even horses are travelling in Morayshire. The mails between Aberdeen and Inverness are forwarded by men, three travelling together, relieved every four or six miles by another party. There were no bags arrived at Dufftown between Friday and Wednesday week. The snow is sinking a little this few days but no appearance of any freshness. This is the day of the Huntly market.

March 26. It is eleven weeks this day since the snow commenced to fall. At the present moment it blows hard, snow and drift. The roads are completely shut up. About 20 men have been engaged in clearing the road between Boghead and Backside but were obliged to leave it because of the sudden fall of snow and drift.

April 7. Commenced sowing oats at the park at Eastertown. Sowed the field at the back of the ash trees, Boghead, bear.
April 10. Sowed the east Longlands of Eastertown, oats.

April 16. Commenced driving turnip dung, Eastertown.

April 18. Planting potatoes south brae, Eastertown.

April 24. The weather is still very cold and the fields are damp. The old snow is still lying in wreaths across the fields. Sowing is going on slowly, especially in the south side of the river.

April 28. There has been a terrible tempest for this four days past of drift and snow. The wreaths are tremendous deep. The wind blows a perfect hurricane. Sheep are dying daily in hundreds. The lambs are freezing to death as soon as they are lambed. This is the day of the Dufftown market and that of Trinity Muir in the south.

May 3. The weather has had no precedent for badness. Snow has fallen almost every day since the second week in January. Upon the first day of this month it was six inches deep and continued to fall. The road was cut at Invercharroch upon the 30th of April to allow the carrier to come to the distilleries. One half of the seed is still to sow in the parish.

May 7. This day James Ramsey, who has been amissing since the 14th of January, was found by Elizabeth, daughter of John Gordon, farmer, Aulton. His body was found at what is termed the Broadrashes, upon the farm of the Bank. The body being much decomposed, he was buried in the churchyard of Cabrach, the following morning the 8th inst.
May 25. Planting potatoes, lower haugh, Boghead. 
Died at Reekimlane, Upper Cabrach, Charles Gordon, son of Peter Gordon3, farmer there, aged 25.

Account of the arrival of the first steamship from America in 13 days.

June 10. The weather is remarkable cold, snow falling occasionally. Braird looking poorly, especially that which was sown early. Grass very scarce and grain in advance.

A Mile-Long Snow Wreath

June 22. This is the longest day and there is a spot of snow upon Groumack, above Tomnaven. That wreath was a mile in length at Whitsunday. The people in the Blackwater daugh in the hills of Shenwell were stopt from casting peats about this time by reason of the frost in the banks.
July 2. Sowed the last of the turnips today.

July 11. Bear beginning to shoot. Slating the east wing of the house at Boghead.

July 28. The crops are making little progress, the weather cold, scarcely any of the oats beginning to shoot. Turnips a very bad appearance, in many cases a failure. Some never brairded, others destroyed by the white snail. This month of July has been more favourable and grass has grown well. Cattle now selling better.
August 14. Cutting hay, also on the 15th . Hay light owing to the cold spring and early part of summer. Grain now dear – oats 23/- per quarter, meal 18/- per boll, bear 35/- per qr.
August 15. The weather is again remarkable cold. The crop very late, some of the oats not shot yet. Grain rising fast.

August 16. Attended a cattle show at Dufftown, the first given in that district by the Highland Society – John Smith, cattle dealer, Strathdon, and John Mitchell, cattle dealer, Enzie, judges.

August 24. Attended the registration court at Dufftown; Sheriff Currie presided.

August 25. Heavy frost this morning, potatoes and other crops much damaged.

September 3 and 4. These two days have been a tempest of wind and rain blowing from the E and NE. The river remarkable swollen. Crops laid. Grain still rising in price – meal 24/- per boll. All the crops in Upper Cabrach and Badchier useless by the frost.

September 12. Stacked hay this day.
September 19. This morning very frosty. The crops being not ripe are all damaged and now people are beginning to cut their bear.

October 2. Leading bear upon Boghead. This day was the roup of Alexr. Dow. At night a tremendous bare frost.

October 5. Attended a ball at the New Castle, Balveny given to the voters by James Duff, MP. Commenced putting oats on Bogfold the same day.

October 10. Commenced the east long lands of Eastertown. Tremendous wind throughout the day. At night a tremendous hurricane of wind and rain, ending in snow!

October 12. The weather remarkable cold, hard frost, snow on the ground and still falling. The crops are all buried up with snow. Cattle in starvation and in many cases people have not housing to give them. Meal is now very scarce and dear.

October 15. This day is remarkable for high wind. We are again cutting Combie’s Croft and above parkie of Eastertown. The corn as it is cut is put into howacks on the field. There were no oats stacked in the Cabrach previous to this day. We stacked one, being the first we did, and the first in this part of the district.
October 31. Finished cutting the harvest.

November 31. The weather is very rainy and cold, the atmosphere very dark. The barometer for the three past days has been so low that she stands at the letter V of Very Dry on the wrong side. She fell very suddenly. There is still a large quantity of the crops in the stooks. We stacked the last of it on the 28th by building it in small howacks where it grew.

December 20. The smallpox is very prevalent in all the surrounding countries...James Duncan4, Drywells, is very bad, also Alexr Duncan, tailor, and his family, in Loanhead.
December 21. The tenantry of Captain Stewart of Lesmurdie have received 20 per cent at Martinmas in consequence of the bad crop.

December 25. Died at Loanhead of smallpox, an infant of Alexr Duncan5, tailor there. It was interred at Cairnie.

Notes 1838:

1. James Horn (1760-1846), son of James Horn and Jean Malcomb, born at Drywells.

2. Hugh Kellas (1758-1838), son of John Kellas and Margaret Stewart, husband of Anna McHardy.

3. Peter Gordon (1780-1874) son of John Gordon and Isobel Scott, husband of Helen Lindsay.
4. James Duncan (1809-1876), son of John Duncan and Isobel Moir.

5. Alexander Duncan (1811-1897), born in Cairnie, the son of John Duncan and Janet Rainnie.
1839

February 7. This day attended by invitation at Invercharroch to celebrate the majority of the Earl of March. Forty of his Grace’s tenantry sat down to dinner, Mr Taylor, Dalriach, chairman. There were bonfires and a ball at Invercharroch; upwards of 200 present.

Perished in the Hills
March 15. Charles Stewart, farmer, Haddoch, Upper Cabrach, perished in the hills between Cabrach and Rhynie. The night was tremendous drift. He was found upon the farm of Redford upon the 18th. He was buried at Strathdoun, in the Highlands.

March 26. This evening attended a meeting at Tomnaven for making arrangements for a supply of sermon for the Secession Church.

March 29. Commenced sowing oats, lang lands, Eastertown.

April 1. Sowed oats on the Brae of Eastertown, also sowed oats on the 8th, 10th, 12th and 13th. We sowed Sandy oats purchased from George Robertson, Invermarkie, at 32/- per qr.

May 3. Peter Mitchell, Burntrouble, rouped off his subjects.

May 4. The weather is remarkable pleasant, warm and mild, the bear and oats are all brairded.
May 8. The weather has taken a sudden change, now very cold with showers of snow retarding the growth. The braird seems to be rather thin, especially oats, attributed in some cases to bad seed, in others to thin sowing, seed being scarce and dear.

May 15. Attended the funeral of Isabella Watt, spouse of Lewis Clark, crofter, Cowford, Rhynie. She was one of the Watts of Coldstripe, Lesmurdie. She was interred at Wallakirk. The day was tremendous for a heavy fall of snow, commencing at 6 a.m. and continuing until night. The funeral passed through the hills of Rhynie past Corrydown  and over Groumack. The snow was in general three feet and in some places from six to eight feet. The coffin had in some parts in the hills to be handed up over huge wreaths while others at the tops pulled it forward. Some of the men failed on Groumack and had to be assisted back. There was a rapid fresh on the 17th, did a great damage to the new sown fields, especially on the south side of the river.
May 15. Died at Nether Ardwell1, James McOmbie2, vintner there. He was interred at Cabrach on the 17th.

May 29. Commenced sowing turnips, finished on June 14th, casting peats on 15th June.

June 25. Bear in the brae, Eastertown, shooting.

June 29. Married at Invercharroch, James Merson, farmer there, to Isabella Gartly, daughter of George Gartly, Wrightson, Glass.

July 15. This day attended a Jury Court at Banff and was balloted on the case as a juryman. ----- and ----- from Portsoy were the criminals for rioting and assault. The case lasted five hours. Sentences, six weeks in jail.

July 26. Oats beginning to shoot. Cutting hay about 4th August.

August 9. Attended the funeral of Jean Robertson, spouse of Alexander Jameson, Waterside, Glass; interred at Wallakirk.
August 16. Attended the Highland Society’s show at Dufftown. The bull from Boghead, Cabrach gained the 1st prize, £5 or a silver medal. John Simpson’s bull gained the 1st prize of the Polled breed. Rev. James Gordon, Cabrach, 1st prize for Highland queys, and John Shand, Forteath, the 3rd do.

Rivers in Spate

September 15. This day there was a remarkable spate. The Deveron rose to an extent that was only six inches below what height she reached in 1829. She carried off the bridges at Lesmurdie, Tornichelt, Milton of Upper Cabrach, Wallakirk, and other three bridges in Glass. Accounts from Dee and Don are awful the devastation there.

September 17. Commenced cutting bear. Finished cutting do. on the 21st.

September 28. John Simpson, Belchery, brought up the half of what was termed the Maggie Torney bridge over the Rouster. It was carried off by the flood of the 15th inst. It was cast in over the dyke at the back of  the Haugh of Aswanly at the foot of the birch wood. There were seven bridges cast there, the Lesmurdie being one of them.

October 1. The oat crop in Cabrach very late. None cut at this date but the weather favourable. Grain beginning to fall, meal at £1 per boll. Commenced cutting oats on the 7th October.

October 7. Died this day John Stewart, crofter, Badchier; interred Wallakirk.

October 31. Finished cutting the crops today.

November 18. Finished the leading today.

 November 27. The weather remarkable stormy and snow falling. There is a considerable quantity of the crop in Upper Cabrach still out.
December 17. Married at Drywell, Cabrach, by Rev. James Gordon. Ann3, eldest daughter of James Horn, to John Pirie, Haugh, Glass. About 80 guests at the marriage.

December 22. This day seven ministers of the Presbytery of Strathbogie were suspended by the General Assembly from officiating, viz. the Revs. the ministers of Mortlach, Cairnie, Botriphnie, Keith, Huntly, Rhynie and Glass, for their proposal in forcing upon the congregation of Marnoch John Edward, the rejected presentee.

Note 1839:

1. Nether Ardwell in the Lower Cabrach, nowadays the Grouse Inn, formerly the Richmond Hotel.
2. James McOmbie (1799-1838), husband of Isabel Kellas (1801-1891), son of Adam McOmie and Elizabeth Ferror.

3. Ann Horn (1811-1863), daughter of James Horn and Janet McWilliam.

1840

January 10. The seven suspended ministers of Strathbogie have applied to the Court of Session for an interdict against the decision of the Commission of the General Assembly and all the seven ministers are again preaching in their own churches, while the Commission have appointed ministers to preach every Sabbath in private places, thus in Mortlach the old distillery, Cairnie at the farm of Corse, Glass at Mains of Beldorney, Rhynie in the Mason Hall, &c. Rev. Mr MCLauchland form Paisley is lecturing on the Church question throughout these seven parishes. The preachers sent are the best they have in the Church  and they are selected throughout Scotland, one minister generally officiating only two Sabbaths in the same place.
January 14. The weather is very mild, fresh and favourable. Scarlet fever is very prevalent in this place at present. The family of Shands in Sockach are all lying in it. A son of Alexr Shand died in the fever, also Ann Simpson, Belchery she died of the same fever. 

March 10. Commenced sowing bankie, Boghead, and finished sowing 4th April.

April 8. Died of typhus fever Margaret1, daughter of James Horn, aged 18 years. She was in service at Dykenook, Clatt, where she caught the infection, brought home, and she died at Drywells.

April 26. Died at Nether Ardwell, John2, son of the late James Watt3, farmer there.

April 30. Young larks found in the fields.

Church Doors Locked

June 7. The seven church doors of the seven suspended ministers of Strathbogie they have sealed up to keep out the ministers of the General Assembly. The weather now very rainy and ungenial. Finished sowing the turnips about the 18th. Commenced casting fuel about the 20th; the hill very wet.
June 27. Attended the funeral of Mary Souter4, spouse of the late Alexr. Scott, farmer, Aldunie, Cabrach. She was aged 93 years.

July 3. Bear beginning to shoot, weather very rainy and unfavourable.

July 20. Attended the funeral of Thomas Rattray, weaver, Craigluie.

August 7. Commenced driving home peats, finished on the 30th; weather hot.

September 7. James Smart5, crofter and mason at Upper Tomnaven, dropped down of apoplexy at the back of the Green Hill on his way home from his work at Huntly.; he was in perfect health when he left Huntly; his wife, Ann Stewart, was with him.

September 11. Commenced cutting bear today. Commenced cutting oats 21st, and finished the cutting October 19th , being the day of Cabrach market.
November 15. The bands of marriage was proclaimed for the three following parties at the church of Cabrach – James Duncan, Braehead, Mortlach, to Jean Sheed, daughter of the late John Sheed6, farmer, Upper Ardwell; Alexr Stewart, Milton, Lesmurdie, to Janet Grant, Glenlivet; and Wm Sharp, Mill of Cabrach, to Janet Forbes, Wheedlemont, Auchindoir.

November 16. This is the day of the feeing market at Rhynie, tremendous for rain and sleet. There is a considerable portion of the crop still out in the parishes around. It was generally all cut about a month ago and is now perishing in the stook. There has not been 48 hours of fair weather in succession this five weeks. The farms of Hillock, Aulton, Belchery, Invercharroch, Shenval and Upper Ardwell have all large quantities in stook and now almost useless.

Notes 1840:

1. Margaret Horn daughter of James Horn and Janet McWilliam.

2. John Watt (1824-1847), son of James Watt and Margaret Kellas appears in the 1841 census and is interred at Wallakirk having died in 1847. His brother Alexander died in 1840.

3. James Watt (1783-1837), the son of William Watt and Anna Watson.

4. Mary Souter is the wrong name, should be Mary Robertson (from headstone at Cabrach church). 
5. James Smart (1789-1840), son of Alexander Smart and Isabel Garrow.
6. John Sheed did not die until 1856, aged 88, according to the Cabrach grave transcription. Son of  James Sheed and Christian McJames, husband of  Janet Taylor.
1841

January 1. Died at Badchier, James McBarmarch. He was a very old man, originally belonging to the south but had been residing in the Cabrach for a number of years previous to his death. There was a great difficulty in having him buried; the snow was so very deep that people from the river-side were unable to reach Badchier and they returned back at Dundownen; he was interred at Mortlach.

January 12. Died at Belchery, Isabella Mercel. She was interred at Wallakirk.

January 21. John Edward is ordained to the parish of Marnoch by the seven suspended ministers of Strathbogie.

January 31. This month has been remarkable for heavy falls of snow and severe frost. Towards the end it was milder.

March 12. Commenced sowing oats and finished the same on the 26th.

March 27. Braird on the brae, Eastertown; it was sown on the 12th.

April 12. Died at Burntreble, George, son of George Davidson, weaver there; he died of sore throat very sudden; he was interred at Cabrach.

April 14. Planted potatoes on the bankie, Boghead.

May19. Rev. Mr Wright, preacher at the Established Church officiating at Rhynie, preached this evening at the Aulton Chapel, being the first Established minister in that pulpit.
June 18. Died at Burntrouble, Jean Smith, spouse of George Davidson.
June 26. Bear beginning to shoot.

[In the book before us there is no entry between this date and the year 1868, and subsequently a number of years are missed.]

1868

Very hot, dry summer, like 1826, these so far being the hottest summers of the century. In June and July not a drop of rain fell in the Cabrach except a slight shower on the morning of the first Sabbath of July. Slight frosts at night, very hot during day, the thermometer ranging occasionally at 112deg. in the sun. Thursday the 2nd of July was one of the hottest days on record, the thermometer being at 90deg at 9 a.m. The crops were very short and all ripe by the middle of August. All cut here in August and the harvest finished the first few days of September. We have only eight and a half small stacks in Boghead and seven at Eastertown, having two old stacks at Boghead and two at Eastertown. The turnips by the middle of September were all white on the tops, having a vermin-like green beetle. There were several heavy showers of rain in the third week of August and no more rain till near the end of the year. The following winter and spring were the mildest on record; no snow. The cattle of Robertson, the tenant of Sockach Ward, and also Bracklach, Upper Cabrach, got no straw during winter. They shifted their fodder in the hills all throughout the heather that winter being fresh and green.
1870

 Finished cutting crop 26th September. Finished leading 1st October. Hot summer, excellent crop, very warm weather in autumn.

1877

This was a very late crop. It was into October before it was anything like ripe. There came on snow and hard frost which continued for several days before any was cut, which rendered the whole of the cereals useless for seed, and scarcely any meal in it in the upper districts.
1878
 There was a considerable deal of snow throughout the early part of the year but we had a favourable spring. All the seed for the parish had to be purchased from earlier districts and was selected from between Montrose and Thurso. There was not such a thorough change in this place since the year 1817. The average price of seed oats was 30s per qr. We had a warm dry summer and the harvest was all ready here by the second week of September. With such a change of seed it was one of the fullest crops that had been for a length of time. Those of 1832, 1846 and the present one are the three best that have been since the century began. But a very high wind commenced this harvest upon 15th September and continued for two days, and with any of the crops out it proved one of the greatest shakes on record. The loss was immense. At least more than two-thirds of the grain were left on the fields.
A Succession of Snowstorms

The harvest was all cut and mostly finished in September, the warm dry weather continued on till about 20th October. It rained on as a spate for about a month. Then about 20th November it commenced snowing and by the Martinmas term upon the high hills there was a covering of snow three feet deep, even at the more elevated farms of Glenbucket and Upper Cabrach. During the whole of the month of December it fell snow more or less every day. The weather being calm all along the snow did not drift there being about four feet in depth. On the last day of December there was a shower of rain in the evening which ended in snow with hard frost which bound the snow as hard as a board, the effects of which barred out the sheep and the wild fowls from getting any sustenance from the face of nature. Hence a great number of the deer died, also of all fowls and wild animals. [1879] Not a black spot anywhere could be discerned all the months of January and February. There was not a soft day between the beginning of December to the 5th of March when there was about a week of soft weather which dissolved part of the snow upon certain southern exposures. The people on 7th March turned out to open the roads which have been shut for over 14 weeks. There were three squads of men, one commencing at Beldorney, another at Lesmurdie. They opened that line that day. Thirty men wrought at the Glacks of Balloch and they were not able to clear more than that same day, say 200 yards. The fresh weather lasted only a week. On the 12th a new storm set in with drift and blocked up the roads again. It is worthy of remark that the people about Aldivalloch in the Cabrach and in the upper districts of Glenbucket have been casting the snow to get turnips to their cattle for 2o weeks previous to the 12th March. Sheep in no quarter around but what has been solely meated with turnips and straw for upwards of three months and now, the 20th of March, are very lean, and are still continuing to be fed, for there is not a green spot to be seen. There are horsemen in the upland districts who went home to their place at the Martinmas term who have not asset, the 20th of March, put harness on their horses neither for cart nor plough.
 There were a few days in the end of March and the first week of April soft and fair and ploughing commenced in general along the riverside. On 5th April there was a field of oats sown, 8 qrs., at Boghead above the stackyard. It was the first sown in the parish. The weather then changed again to snow and has continued very unfavourable up till the day I write, the 17th, when there was no more sown in this place but a small piece upon the Aulton. There is not a black sot to be seen on the high hills of Blackwater and Glenfiddich. It snowed and rained almost every day up to the Whitsunday term when scarcely all the oats in this quarter were sown. It still rained throughout the months of June, July and August. The turnips were sown when the land was in a puddle of wetness and scarcely any of them were hoed for the first time at Glass market. The crop became a perfect failure, the worst turnip crop during this century. The oats began to come into ear only about the 20th August and some of it only about 1st September.
 After about eleven months duration of a falling of snow and rain the weather at the beginning of September settled. It became dry and pleasant and continued on till after Martinmas. The peats dried in the month of September and were got home. The crops progressed rapidly in September and October but were far too late to come to anything like maturity. The weather being genial and no frost, people waited and did not commence cutting till 20th October, the crops still green. As the weather was fine, it was all in the stackyard by 20th November. There was meal in the oats in the lower-lying lands of Lower Cabrach and although the sample was light the meal was very good. In the upland districts there was nothing in the grain, but the straw was first rate, being green and sappy. Potatoes were a poor crop, good to eat but exceeding small.

1880

  The winter was open, with little snow, and lambing was far advanced at the beginning of spring. Sowing was general about 20th March. The summer was hot and very genial and the crops were early and very prolific. Cutting commenced about 20th August and harvest was finished the last week of September., being one of the best crops in the Cabrach since 1846. The weather continued fine till the second week of October when it began to snow and the cattle had then to be housed, causing a very early winter. At Dufftown feeing market on the Wednesday before the term the fall of snow was so heavy that people had difficulty to get through to it, the snow having fallen about 12 inches in two hours that morning on the Balloch. In December there were heavy falls of snow, with a most intense frost, more so than what has been here for the past 50 years, destroying all the turnips. They being one of the fullest crops seen here about. This year was a very fine summer for grass and peats.
1881

The year commenced with heavy falls of snow and hard frost which continued till the beginning of March. On 3rd March there was a tempest of wind and drift which continued for three days. It blocked up all the railways for days and caused the death of 30 fat cattle on the Highland Railway near Dalwhinnie. Several swine perished below the snow. The loss by sea was very great. No fewer than 33 vessels were lost on the north-east coast, with 150 lives. There were also lost a number of individuals among the snow in England as well as Scotland, also sheep. There were five times blocks on the railways with snow this winter up to the first week in March.
Roads Blocked for 14 Weeks

The three days drift were on Thursday 3rd March till Sabbath at noon on the 6th. Fresh came upon the 9th. The rivers were swollen on the 11th to a remarkable height, carrying off a number of bridges on the Spey, Dee and Don. The roads were blocked up from 8th December till 10th March, a period of 14 weeks in which no carts passed along, while the frost being most intense made perfectly rotten one of the best turnip crops ever seen here, causing immense loss to farmers throughout Scotland. Farm work was much in arrears as there was scarcely any ploughing in autumn, the winter coming on early. The snow began to fall on 2nd October. The cattle were then put into the stalls and put upon winter keep and that has continued on throughout the winter. It is just 27 weeks this day (10th April) since the landscape became covered with snow and there is still hard frost, with the hills white with deep old wreaths, although the low lying lands near the river are getting bare.
 Commenced sowing about 8th April. The soil being very dry throughout the month all the seeds were deposited in first rate condition. The month of May was the hottest on record, the thermometer on some days above 100deg., in the open air. Turnip sowing was far advanced before the Whitsunday term, but the whole of what were sown in the month of May were destroyed by a vermin something like a large black beetle; also all that were set for turnip seed, the destruction being general throughout Scotland, except Argyllshire. Great breadths were sown once, twice and in many cases three times till through the month of July. There were several days in the first week of June that a large quantity of snow fell, with hard frost. There were large wreaths in the mornings upon the high hills. Such a snowstorm can scarcely be remembered in summer. It destroyed many of the young feathered tribes, specially young grouse. It also destroyed the berry bloom. The weather continued cold and very wet throughout the whole of autumn, and the crops were very late. Commenced cutting some oats about the second week of October. The crops generally some green. Rain almost every day up to Martinmas but scarcely any frost. The crops were stacked in a most deplorable state for dampness, that being the case throughout the kingdom, south and north. It was the term before the crops of Cabrach were all stacked when the weather, for 13 months, except the month of May, was one continuation of wet and cold.
1882

Hurricanes of wind in February dried the corn stacks and prevented the straw from rotting. The summer was wet and sultry. The turnips were a very poor crop upon all damp soils, for they could not be cleaned up by hoeing owing to the wet weather. There was a remarkable growth of grass all the season, and the cereal crops were pretty fair, especially after lea. Harvest was very protracted and much of the grain was damaged in the stook by growing. After between six and seven weeks of harvest the greater part of it was put together rather in a poor state. There were two weeks in December in which the sheep had to be hand fed, a circumstance very rare so early in the season.

1883

The winter was open till the first week of March when a severe storm commenced and continued till the second week of April. Sheep had to be hand-fed throughout all that time and hares and wild fowl perished in numbers. There followed one of the best seed times on record. An intense drought, in which turnips could not be braird, was followed by rain and cold weather and turnips were not a half crop over the North of Scotland. There was no peat season and people in general had to use coals. Harvest was very late and the crop was very green; the average weight of oats was about 38lbs per bushel.
1884

On 26th January there happened one of the severest tempests of wind, snow and drift on record. It lasted 36 hours and it was with difficulty that cattle could be attended to in the byres. Some sheep at Shenval and Ardwell were smothered. The barometer sank lower than what it had been on record throughout the kingdom. In the matter of the oat crop, when threshed there is little difference in weight between that at the base  of the Buck of Cabrach and that below Huntly – very deficient in weight.

1885

The year was characterised by a dark and cold atmosphere which made the crops very late. Harvest finished about 23rd November. The crops throughout the parish were all damaged with frost so that none of it was of use for seed, yet it being well kept in the stacks, the meal was very good. The average weight of oats was about 37lb per bushel.
1886

All the seed had to be imported into the parish. The average price of good seed oats was 24s per qr. The season was late and at Glass market oats were scarcely coming into ear. About the end of August a mildew blighted all the crops on the farms of Auchmair, Milton, Kirktown, and part of all the lower lying fields along the banks of the Rouster in Upper Cabrach, while the more elevated farms escaped, the crops upon such being so late that they had not reached that maturity that they could frost. The autumn was warm and brought on the crops in a miraculous degree. There were no frosts till the second week of November, so as all the crops in the parish, except those mentioned in August, filled and came to maturity, even at the base of the Buck, a most luxuriant crop was secured. Sheep had to be hand fed the whole of December. Turnips were a most abundant crop and keep of every kind was in general large. Grain and beef very cheap.

1887

In January and February the weather was so mild that for seven successive weeks there was scarcely a yoking lost from the plough. With a dry summer a great number of springs went dry and in many cases water was scarce to be had. Grass was abundant and crops were early, harvest being concluded by the first week of October. Grain a very prolific return. Oats at Martinmas fell as low as 10s to12s per qr. And meal to 11s per boll
(Concluded)

