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ON’s Minis and Juniors Section 2007/2008 end of season News Letter.

I am writing this very slowly as I know some of you can’t read very quickly

Another season is over, and it is time for a well-earned break for all of you, players, parents and all of our volunteers. I am going to start as always with thanks to the volunteers, who give up their free time to make sure our players and parents get the best we can provide. Thank you.

We have had another great season and our main achievement has been completed, that is to have players coming back week on week and enjoying themselves. I was a little worried at the beginning of the season that we were starting to creating a monster in that at the Kettering Festival every mini team made the finals this can become embarrassing. However I do like to think that this is done with the ON’s ethos, safety and fun and on that note I think that my worries were unfounded. Players succeed when they are enjoying themselves and equally they have to learn how to lose, as adults we all know that you learn from your loses and mistakes.

We had fantastic results in all festivals, made the Mini Mobbs finals in all age groups fantastic, and two of our junior age groups made the East Midlands finals, again fantastic. As per last season I will be putting all of your achievements onto our website. The 9/10’s went to Twickenham on 31/5/08 - a great adventure for players and parents alike. Despite the fact that both teams were runners up (both lost 1- 0), they all had a great day to remember. There is much more success to celebrate and too much to mention.

We are about to be awarded the second year of our RFU Seal of Approval, only a small number of clubs have achieved this and it is a credit to all that help run our club, congratulations to you all.

My goals for next season are: -

Get around to see a lot more age groups playing.

Give full support to Bruce Reihana who is planning on building an orphanage in Brazil, lets make him proud to be associated with the ON’s.

Try to increase the numbers of our junior girls and make them feel part of our club.

Ensure that you all realise that our club isn’t just for Sunday mornings till the players are 16 that is just the start. All of our players are becoming ON’s people they may leave the club to go on to University or leave the area etc, but the club will always be there for them on their return.

We all have a great facility, the town is growing but facilities like ours aren’t available to all, a great shame. We all need to help the Association lose the last of the costs that it incurred to build our great clubhouse. This is the easy part after training pop up have a drink and chat with friends. The bar is a major income for the club and you can help, plus socialising at the same time. There is also the “Brick Appeal” for you to show your support.

I look forward to seeing more of you next season, thank you all for being a part of this great club. 

Please support the minis and juniors section by attending this years AGM, which is on Friday 27 June 07:30pm for an 8pm start. 

Mark Russell

Chairman Old Northamptonians RFC Mini & Junior Section

