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Old Northamptonians R.F.C. Mini & Junior Section 

End of Season News Letter 2006/2007

We have reached the end of yet another season and I must say, I have enjoyed my new role as Chairman. I asked each age group to send in a report on the season and they made for interesting reading.  The club has yet again remained the best in the County. 

To summarise, the U.7’s won the Plate final, with the U.8’s drawing in the Cup final in a new Alliance Tag competition. It is pleasing to think the ONs will be first the club on the trophies. The U.9’s & 10’s are off to Twickenham to play in the Cup semi-final and Plate final.  I wish them well - enjoy your day. The U.9’s also held onto the NGS 7’s trophy with the U.13’s also taking home the NGS 7’s trophy.

The 10’s and 11’s are East Midlands Champions, winning the Mobbs Competition in style, playing against Bedford in both age groups. The U.14’s have Bedford to face in the same competition, this will be the fifth successive year they have made the final and we are all behind them. The U.15’s have also made the final of this competition, again good luck guys. This follows on their winning of the Midlands East competition, great result.

Other festivals have been played and won but we would end up bragging! 

All the above results, and more, have been achieved through our fair play ethos. We must keep this in the forefront of our young players’ careers, we hope they will be playing rugby for a long time and we don’t want them burnt-out before they get a chance to play for the O.N’s seniors, a University team or even greater things. We are the envy of a lot of clubs and I have spoken to families who joined us this season, asking them why choose us? One Dad said we had a reputation of being elitist and only playing the best players, since joining he said that statement couldn’t be further away from the truth. He wanted me to know his whole family had been made welcome and his son’s rugby had vastly improved, enough said.

We can be proud that some of our Junior Section players are part of the Northampton Elite Development programme, representing Northampton U16s in Italy at the end of April, some are County players and we have players in the Northampton Alliance. We also have an England U.16 cap, Kenny Jones has played at the O.N.’s since U13’s and prior to that had only played rugby at school. Kenny has now joined the Junior saints Academy along with Josh Clark from the U16’s.

We also seem to be spreading our wings further a field, with I believe every age group from U.10’s up to 16’s on tour this season. The U.11’s travelled Deep South to Cornwall and the U.14’s are travelling to the Far East by going over to Norfolk. I know you will all have a great time, tours are a great way of meeting new clubs and give parents the opportunity to socialise.

Finally without all those who give their time voluntarily – coaches, co-ordinators, catering staff - we would not be so successful. And of course thank you to all you players and parents for representing our club in a manner admired by others.

I look forward to seeing you on Presentation Day on June 10th.  

Enjoy a well-earned rest.

Mark Russell

Chairman Old Northamptonians RFC Mini & Junior Section

Catering

Glenda and Barbara would like to say a big THANK YOU to all the coordinators and parents who have given up their time through the season to assist in running the tuck shop and cooking the minis and juniors meals, we look forward next season, to also seeing some new faces. We also wish to thank Olivia, Beth, Tom and Daniel who have turned up to carry out their catering duties each week without fail and have been a pleasure to work with.

Presentation Day

To celebrate the end of yet another successful and rewarding season we have arranged a Presentation Day for all the players and their families.

The day will start from 12 noon on Sunday 10th June, entrance is £2.  As part of the day we will be providing a pig roast and BBQ. Each age group can take the opportunity to raise funds - please contact Emma Russell or Sam Lamb if you would like to raise funds for your age group. 

Directory of Services

Advertise your business to the growing ONs membership and support your club at the same time!  We are soon to launch the Directory of Services page on the website, where for just £20 per year you can advertise your business to our 350+ members and their families and friends.  We will also publish hard copies of the Directory of Services so that everyone has one to hand.  Take the enhanced listing and we will link directly to your own web-site.  Please see the attached flyer and get your advert in place for the launch in August.

Sponsorship

The club is very grateful to our ball sponsor Loftstyle (www.loftstyle.co.uk) and to all of you who support individual age groups.  As our membership increases, the cost of our coaching programme also increases; education for coaches and referees, training equipment, etc.  We are planning a brand new sponsorship programme and we hope to achieve match-funding through Sportsmatch.  We are keen to attract new sponsors who are able to commit at least £1000 over two years to help fund our coaching programme.  We will agree a tailored package of incentives to make your investment worthwhile; this can encompass exposure on the front page of the website, advertising at M&J events, logos on coaches’ jackets, inclusion of leaflets with newsletters, etc.  To express your interest, and to discuss what we can do for you, please contact Robin Draper on 07967 176276 or at robin.draper@ntlworld.com.

Website

The website is running along smoothly although it would be good to receive more match reports/photos through the season - there must be some magic moments to share especially from Nottingham and tours!!!  
Through the summer, age groups data will be moved forward ready for the new season. The webmaster is always interested in suggestions that you may have for your website so please send these through to theherbert11@tiscali.co.uk. 
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