Saturday 25th August

Ryman League Division One North

Redbridge


2
Witham Town

2

Witham travelled around to the Oaklands stadium to do battle with a Redbridge side that had drawn it’s opening two Ryman League Division One North games and within two minutes found themselves in front. A corner pumped into the penalty area was met with an overhead bicycle kick by Cody McDonald and the ball flew past keeper Tucker and into the top corner of the net. Redbridge came back into the game and a good run and shot by Aaron Gayle was well saved by Witham keeper Paul Daley. With 17 minutes gone, Dave Hawes got free of the Redbridge defence and as he cut into the penalty area, he was brought down. Kaan Hawes took the spot kick and scored his second penalty in three games to give Witham a two goal advantage. It was almost three when a good ball was pushed goalwards and Dave Hawes nipped in behind the defence but put the ball the wrong side of the post. As the half wore on, the home team started to look stronger and they had a number of opportunitites to get back into the game but a combination of stout defending, good goalkeeping and a touch of good fortune kept them at bay.

Witham started the second half well enough and a free kick found Kevin Hawes at a narrow angle to the left of the goal and his snap shot whistled across the face of the goal, skimming the crossbar. However, Redbridge were looking dangerous and they pulled a goal back when Mitch Haan cut in from the left and fired past Daley. Five minutes later, the ball was cleared to the edge of the penalty area where a great chip shot from Hughie Ashman beat Daley just under his cross bar for the equaliser. Redbridge were very much in the ascendancy and the pressure on the Witham team was intense with Daley again saving well from Hahn amongst others. With twelve minutes to go,It looked like Withams efforts would be in vain as Ashman went down in the pnelaty area under a challenge from O’Donnell. Hahn took the penalty but blasted it over the bar.

Witham therefore took a share of the spoils but after throwing away a two goal lead with an uncontrolled second half performance, it felt more like a defeat.

